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Quarterly Comments
from the APPS President
The Congress was a great success.
Congratulations to our New Zealand
colleagues on the Organising Committee and
other Committees for a comprehensive and
exciting scientific program and a marvelous
venue. The provision of lunches on-site was
commendable as it facilitated networking and
poster viewing. The social program was also
highly enjoyable!! Congratulations are also
extended to the convenors and their team on
the satellite meetings.
It is a great pleasure to advise that Dr
Roger Jones has been elected a Fellow and Dr
Ron Close an Honorary Member of the
Society. Their medals and those for Dr Graham
Sterling (Fellow) and Dr Ogle (Honorary
Member) were presented by Emeritus

Professor Alan Kerr. Professor Kerr also
presented the Alan Kerr prize for Outstanding
Postgraduate Research to Ms Jillian SmithWhite, Royal Botanic Gardens/University of
Sydney.
On behalf of the outgoing Management
Committee I thank all members for their
support over the past year. We congratulate
Dr Richard Falloon and his Committee on their
election and convey our best wishes for their
term. Congratulations to Richard on his
election as President of ISPP.
With best wishes to all and thanks,

Lester W. Burgess

Congratulations to the ICPP organising
committee
for a full round up see pages 2-6
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8TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
Solving problems in the real world
Christchurch Convention Centre
New Zealand
Sunday 2 - Friday 7 February 2003

Incorporating 14th Biennial Australasian Plant Pathology Society Conference

The congress was a huge success,
attracting almost 1300 delegates from over
70 countries from around the world. There
were 150 invited keynote and concurrent
sessions and 1200 offered poster papers,
which were presented at 29 discussion
sessions. There were 22 evening sessions
including a public forum on global food
security, which included invited speakers from
the Philippines, Malaysia, China, India and
the United Kingdom. Associated with the
conference were 15 satellite workshops and
three post-congress professional tours.
The congress was opened with a
traditional Maori challenge and delegates were

welcomed by the Hon. Pete Hodgson,
Minister for Research, Science and
Technology. The Congress offered a busy but
exciting range of science, which covered all
disciplines within the field of plant pathology.
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Stimulating discussions occurred at the
sessions. This congress was well supported
by sponsors (please see our official website
for details http://events.lincoln.ac.nz/
icpp2003/).

was enjoyed at various wineries around
Christchurch. The Congress dinner on the
Friday night provided a smorgasbord of New
Zealand food, non-stop entertainment and a
great dance band.
During the conference a number of prizes
were presented. On behalf of the Swedish
Academy of Sciences, the Jacob Ericsson Prize
for 2003 was presented to Dr Jaacov Katan.
This was in recognition of Dr. Katan’s original
and innovative research in the fields of soil
solarization and soilborne pathogens, his
outstanding and broad international
cooperation, and his dedication in the
education of the younger generations of plant
pathologists. Prizes awarded by the by the
Australasian Plant Pathology Society were:
Ian Harvey and Richard Falloon in the
The Alan Kerr Postgraduate Prize to Jillian
poster room with delegates
Smith-White, Fellowships of the APPS to Dr
A daily newsletter was produced to Roger Jones and Dr Graham Stirling; and
background delegates on the various keynote Honarary Memberships of the APPS to Dr
themes for the day as well as provide Ron Close and Dr Helen Ogle.
information on various attractions around
Christchurch, photographs of delegates and
any general notices. Various school musical
bands provided lunchtime entertainment.
These included an Irish band, two jazz bands
and two musical quartets. This entertainment
was much appreciated by delegates.
Delegates were treated to a range of social
events during the conference. The welcome
reception on the Sunday night provided a great
opportunity for over 800 delegates to meet
and taste some exciting food. On the
Wednesday night food and local wine tasting
Allan Kerr and Jillian Smith-White
Lunchtime entertainment
Photographs were provided
by
Dave
Hollander
(Photographer) Andrew
Johnston (photographer),
and Dr Ian Harvey.
Mark Braithwaite, Regional
Councillor, South Island,
New Zealand.
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Congratulations to the following APPS members:
He was President of APPS from 1976-78
and delivered the McAlpine Address in 1995.
He was Chairman of the organising committee
for the 10th Biennial Conference at Lincoln
University. He has contributed to other
conferences and symposia and was a driving
force behind this Congress.
In addition, Ron has been very active in
research, particularly in the biology and
control of plant viruses. He has also made an
outstanding contribution to teaching.

These citations were read by Proff Lester
Burgess when he anounced these awards at
the end of the ICPP conference.
Dr R A C Jones : Fellow, APPS
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia
Dr Jones is recognised for his distinguished
career-long research on the epidemiology and
control of plant virus diseases. His
contributions have led to a greater
understanding of the key factors affecting the
progress of epidemics and the impact of
control measures. Dr Jones has been involved
in international workshops on plant virus
epidemiology and has mentored younger
pathologists. In addition he has been active in
disseminating information to the farming
community.

Dr Helen Ogle : Honorary Member,
APPS
University of Queensland
Dr Helen Ogle has been elected an
Honorary Member for her exceptional
contributions to the Australasian Plant
Pathology Society since its Foundation. She
has held various positions. Most notably, she
steered the Society through the process of
incorporation and has been Secretary to the
Society since incorporation.
Dr Ogle has been Regional Councillor for
Queensland, Scientific Program Co-ordinator
th
forthe13
Biennial Conference, and on the
organising committee for the Second Biennial
Conference, amongst other contributions.
Dr Ogle is an outstanding teacher, coauthor of a standard teaching text in plant
pathology and has been active in research.

Dr Graeme Stirling : Fellow, APPS
Biological Crop Protection, Queensland
Dr Stirling has made an exceptional
contribution to theoretical and applied research
in plant nematology, both nationally and
internationally. His textbook on biological
control of plant parasitic nematodes has been
acclaimed internationally. He has also had a
key role in training through workshops and
mentoring of young scientists, and in extension.
Dr Stirling has also contributed to the Society
in many ways.

Ms Jillian Smith-White
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney
Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize, APPS

Dr Ron Close : Honorary Member, APPS
formerly Reader in Plant Pathology, Lincoln
University

The winner of the Allen Kerr prize for
outstanding postgraduate research is Ms Jillian
Smith-White from the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney and the University of Sydney. In her
PhD Jillian has made significant contributions
to our understanding of genetic variation in
Armillaria luteo-bubalina, its identification and

Dr Ron Close has been elected Honorary
Member for his exceptional contributions to
the Society and to the promotion of plant
pathology in New Zealand. He has held
various positions in the Society as a Founding
Member.
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ecology. This pathogen is a major problem in
woody species in Australia. Jillian has also
had a key role in the undergraduate honours
program and in master classes on the biology
of soil borne plant pathogens.

A letter of congratulations received by the ICPP committee.
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The following are emails of
congratulations to the organisers
of the ICPP.

From Nigel Hardwick, Executive Secretary
of the 7th ICPP in Edinburgh.
Just a note to say how much I enjoyed the
Congress and to thank you for your superb
organisation. As far as I was concerned it ran
without a hitch. You must be very pleased,
with the attendance (an amazing number of
accompanied persons) and the programme,
both scientific and social. You can now relax
in the knowledge of a job well done and the
fact that you have introduced a large number
of people to the delights of New Zealand. I
am sure, that despite the distance, a number
will be return to renew their acquaintance with
your beautiful country.

From Asuncion K. Raymundo, University
of the Philippines Los Banos
I just want to thank you for giving me the
opportunity to attend ICPP 2003. I enjoyed
ICPP 2003, the venue and arrangements were
great. Giving pack lunches was a wonderful
idea. It was during lunches when we were
able to meet and converse with the other
participants. I was also able to join one tour
and from what I saw New Zealand is a
beautiful country. Congratulations for a great
job of organizing ICPP 2003.
From Simon Archer, BSPP
A big thank you to all on the organising
committee for an excellent conference. Yes
ICPP2003 was very much to my liking as
was Christchurch and the other parts of the
South Island that I saw. The locality and the
local organisation was sublime. Everything
seemed to run smoothly (but I know from
experience at Edinburgh that it takes a lot of
work behind the scenes to achieve that illusion)
and how nice that everyone could be
accommodated a short walk away from the
Convention Centre. I think Christchurch
should become the permanent home for Plant
Path Congresses!

From Dr Lee Su See, Malaysia
I was very pleased to have been given an
opportunity to share our information on
Pathology of Hardwood Plantations in Southeast Asia and am very grateful and honoured
to have been invited to make a presentation
during the Asia/Pacific forestry session. Thank
you very much for the financial support
without which I would not have been able to
participate in the congress.
It is especially important that scientists/
researchers from developing countries such as
Malaysia are given the opportunity to share
our findings at such large international
symposia, to meet and network with other
scientists and researchers from other parts of
the world, to learn and gain new knowledge
and to widen our horizons. Personally I found
the congress an enriching experience and hope
that the information I had to share was
beneficial to others.

From a UK scientist after the congress:
I have attended seven of the congresses
that have been held and this congress was the
best.
One well seasoned American colleague stated
that in all his years of attending conferences,
this was the best organised, most relaxed,
friendliest and most satisfying one he has ever
attended.
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Notes from the
Editor
I wish to add my congratulations to the organizers of the ICPP. It was a most
enjoyable week, and the green t-shirts were a great idea to separate out the
“workers”! Christchurch is a wonderful city, and the weather was far too nice – a
pleasant change from the run of days in the 40’s in many places in Australia. As
with all good conferences, the most difficult thing was trying to be in several places
at once. Too many interesting sessions, especially during the Tuesday and Thursday
evening meetings. And thanks to the hospitality of the many drinking establishments
nearby that hosted the “networking” sessions late into the night - and early into the
morning!!
There are a couple of upcoming symposiums to watch out for – the 13t h
International Symposium on the Biology of Actinomycetes in Melbourne, Dec
2003 (page 8) and the 3rd Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium in South
Australia, Feb 2004 (pg 15). The latter is in the Barossa, and should be another
good event for all those working below ground! Keep an eye out for the advance
notices for the 14th APPS, which will be held in Geelong, Victoria, in Sept 2005.
Congratulations to all those awarded members: Roger Jones, Ron Close, Graham
Stirling, Helen Ogle, Jillian Smith-White, Ian Porter, and the postgraduates from SA
(Mark Seemanpillai, Luke Selth and Paul Bogacki) and Queensland (Damian Herde,
Olufemi Akinsanmi and Andrew Ridley). It is great to see scientists being recognized
for the excellence of their work and their contributions to the society and Plant
Pathology.
For those who are wondering: A fellow of the Society is elected at a general
meeting, and is a nominated member of the Society who has rendered distinguished
service to the science of plant pathology. An Honorary Member is a nominated
member elected by the Management Committee who has made an outstanding
contribution to the Society. If you want more information, visit the website (http:/
/www.australasianplantpathologysociety. org.au/Miscellaneous/Fellows.htm). Peter
Williamson does a wonderful job on maintaining this very user-friendly website,
and should be congratulated for all his hard work.
Welcome to the new executive, and
thanks to the outgoing executive for their
hard work over the last 18 months. As a
farewell present, here is a picture
suppied of the outgoing president
socialising - my source shall remain
nameless!! (Sorry Lester, but I had the
space!! )
Barbara Hall
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Congratulations to Ian Porter

major ozone depleting gas used in the
horticulture industry worldwide. It is
scheduled to be phased out of use worldwide
by 2005, under the Montreal protocol. The
research had two main objectives: to find
alternative chemical and non-chemical
treatments, and to support industry uptake
of the results of the research. The benefits of
this project has been a 50% reduction in MB
in the air over Melbourne and a reduced risk
of skin cancer through a reduction in the hole
in the ozone layer.
Also announced this week, Dr Ian Porter
is the winner of the United States 2003 EPA
Stratospheric Ozone Protection Award for his
role as chairperson of the United Nations
Methyl Bromide Technical Options
Committee, which is responsible for
overseeing the phasing-out of methyl bromide
worldwide by 2005.
Ian has been an active member of APPS
for many years and it is nice to see him get
recognition for his work in this fashion!
Jacky Edwards

Dr Ian Porter, Institute for Horticultural
Development - Knoxfield, won one of the 2003
Victorian Government’s Science Awards, the
Daniel McAlpine Award, for outstanding
achievement. Dr Ian Porter and his Methyl
Bromide Alternatives Research Team received
the award for their project to allow industry
to transfer to more environmentally friendly
methods of pest and disease control in the
horticultural industry. Methyl bromide is a

Thirteenth International Symposium on the
Biology of Actinomycetes
Melbourne Dec 2003
A special interest session of plant pathogenic actinomycetes is being arranged for
the symposium. Any interested parties are invited to contact Dr Ian Riley
(ian.riley@adelaide.edu.au ).
A session on potato scab is also being organised. Interested parties please contact
Calum Wilson (calum.wilson@dpiwe.tas.gov.au)
for further details visit the web site:
http://www.conferencestrategy.com.au/isba/index.html
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From the APP
Editor’s inkwell
Australasian Plant Pathology continues to grow as the leading journal
for plant pathology in the Southern Hemisphere and is becoming a
serious competitor to Plant Pathology. Web visitation statistics and
paper submissions show that the profile of APP is growing among plant
pathologists.
The number of papers submitted continues to increase:
Volume

Number of papers
submitted

Number of pages
published

ISI Impact
Factor

27

38

280

0.315

28

57

338

0.423

29 (2000)

73

282

0.261

30 (2001)

106

380

0.495

31 (2002)

129

420

n/a

Since establishment of the APP website at CSIRO Publishing, there has
been an average of 31 downloads of individual papers per day. For the
first 23 days of 2003, the download rate averaged 76 individual papers
per day.
This year we will begin trialing electronic submission and reviewing
of papers. Papers can now be submitted as *.rtf or *pdf files. Hard
copy of colour images will still be required when the final revised
version is submitted.
Ric Cother
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REGIONAL NEWS
VICTORIA
Dr Sally Stewart-Wade went on maternity
leave in August and I am currently acting
regional councillor for Victoria in her absence.
In September 2002 an email arrived from
the Executive Secretary APPS (Nerida
Donovan) inquiring if the Victorian Branch
was interested in organising the biennial
conference in 2005. Members were asked for
their opinion and on the 25th September the
first meeting of the interim organising
committee was held at Monash University
Caulfield campus. The interim committee
members are as follows:
Convenor:
Mary Cole
Secretary:
Tonya Wiechel
Treasurer:
Dolf de Boer
Scientific Program: David Guest, Barbara
Howlett, Mary Cole, Dolf de Boer, Jackie
Edwards
Workshop coordinator: Grant Holloway
Social events: Ian Porter
Committee: Nigel
Crump,
James
Cunnington, Joanna Petkowski
At this meeting we identified potential
venues to accommodate the number of
delegates that normally attend the conference
(Wool stores Geelong and Melbourne
University). Several workshop topics were
also suggested Agricultural cropping systems
(Horsham), Forestry, Horticulture, Viticulture
(Mary Cole), Biological control and Plant
health. The dates of the AVCC week were
selected for the conference in 2005 (27-29
September).
The second meeting of the interim
organising committee was held on the 28th of
November at the Wool stores venue in Geelong
to look over the venue and speak with the
event coordinator Marika Fleming. After the
meeting discussions continued at the Lake
house restaurant at Deakin University
courtesy of David Cahill – Deakin University.

On the 4th of December the Annual
Honours Seminars and end of year get together
was held at the Institute for Horticulture
Development Knoxfield. The following
students presented their research:
Jasmine Rickards University of Melbourne
University Supervisor - Barbara Howlett
‘Analysis of the oxidative stress responses of
Leptosphaeria maculans, the blackleg fungus’
Plants respond to pathogen attack by the
production of active oxygen species.
Accordingly pathogens have developed
mechanisms to reduce the damage incurred by
this plant response. Blackleg disease, caused
by Leptosphaeria maculans, is the most
important disease of canola in Australia.
However little is known about production of
active oxygen, and responses to it, in the
interaction between Brassica species and this
fungus.
The production of active oxygen species
by Brassica juncea after infection with L.
maculans that were observed microscopically
and the genes involved in defending the fungus
from these damaging radicals were analysed
by their expression patterns.
Joe Eyre Latrobe University
Supervisors – Phil Keane, Daryl Joyce, John
Faragher .
‘The effects of methyl jasmonate on Botrytis
cinerea infection of Geraldton wax flowers’.
Geraldton waxflower (Chamelaucium
uncinatum) commonly suffer a post-harvest
Botrytis cinerea infection. This fungal
infection induces ethylene production that
results in flower fall leading to significant price
penalties. Methyl jasmonate (MJ) is a lipid
derived plant hormone involved in anthesis,
senescence and a myriad of plant responses
to pathogens and herbivores. This metabolic
pathway known as the JA-dependant defence
pathway is invoked upon stresses such as
wounding and can be elicited by applied MJ.
The products of this pathway induce the
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expression of a multitude of defence genes.
The systemic resistance that may result from
a local infection or application of an elicitor as
a result of this pathway is known as induced
systemic resistance (ISR). In this experiment
the aim was to elicit ISR through the addition
of gaseous MJ to protect waxflower against
disease severity and flower fall. At
concentrations of 0.1, 1 and 10 mL/L gaseous
MJ had no significant effect on disease
severity of artificially inoculated and uninoculated Geraldton waxflower. At a
concentration of 100 ml MJ / litre a significant
reduction in the disease severity rating was
observed. However, 10 and 100 ml MJ / litre
increased the incidence of flower fall, possibly
through elevated ethylene production and
accelerated senescence. Gaseous MJ had no
direct effect on hyphae elongation. These
results indicate that MJ can elicit a defensive
response in GWF to reduce B.cinerea invasion
however, MJ causes flower fall. Therefore MJ
cannot be used as a commercial method for
reducing flower fall and controlling B.cinerea.
Future investigations should investigate
ethylene production of MJ treated Geraldton
waxflower and determine the effects of
ethylene blockers such as silver thiosulfate
(STS) in combination with MJ.
Noushka Reiter University of Melbourne
Supervisor – Gretna Weste
‘The impact of Phytophthora cinnamomi on
threatened flora in the Grampians National
Park’.
Seven rare, vulnerable and endangered
plant species, endemic to the Grampians
National park were tested for their
susceptibility to Phytophthora cinnamomi.
Plants were grown from cuttings obtained from
the National Park and indigenous plant
nurseries. Plants were inoculated by
incorporating mycelium grown on sand and
bran for three weeks with potting mix. A fourweek pilot trial and eight-week trial were
undertaken. Results from pot trials were
correlated with extensive fieldwork, to assess
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the risk posed to each species existence in the
wild by P. cinnamomi.
The pot trials and field observations
revealed Pimelea pagophila and Pultenaea
subalpina to be highly susceptible to P.
cinnamomi and at high risk of extinction.
Asterolasia phebalioides seedlings and Borya
mirabilis were found to be susceptible to P.
cinnamomi and at high risk of extinction.
Sphaerolobium acanthos to be susceptible and
at medium risk, Grevillea microstegia to be
slightly susceptible and at low risk and
Hibbertia humifusa to be field resistant and at
low risk of extinction
Following the seminars members enjoyed
refreshments at the end of year get together.
The next major event for the Victorian Branch
will be the mid year postgraduate student talks.
Tonya Wiechel

WANTED: VISITING
SCIENTIST INFORMATION
There is a site on the APPS web page
which lists information about scientists visting Australia and their contact details. The intention is to make
available this information for anyone who may wish to contact these
scientists (via the person they will
be visting), perhaps to arrange a visit
or a seminar.
This will only work if the information is available, so could anyone with
visiting scientists please input the
information via the members services section on the web at http://
www.australasianplantpathologysociety.
org.au/Miscellaneous/
Visiting_scientists.htm

QUEENSLAND
Indooroopilly Research Centre
Seminar Program 24 October 2002
Geoff Pegg (QFRI, QDPI, Indooroopilly)
Diseases of Plantation Forests in
Queensland
Geoff gave a general overview of the major
pathogens impacting on forest plantations in
Queensland. These included Diplodia dieback
(Sphaeropsis sapinea) and Phytophthora
cinnamomi
in
exotic
pine
plantations, strategies being developed for the
control of root rot in hoop pine caused by
Phellinus noxius and Rigidoporus vinctus. The
impact of these pathogens on plantations was
also presented. Diseases of Eucalyptus
plantations was also presented with research
into the variability of the shoot blight
pathogen, Quambalaria pitereka, was also
discussed
Andrew Geering (QHI, QDPI,
Indooroopilly) Integration of badnaviruses
in the banana genome
Scott Ledger (QHI, QDPI, Indooroopilly)
Better Mangoes – working with supply
chains to improve saleable life
The Qld mango industry has been
endeavouring to improve fruit quality at the
wholesale and retail level for over 10 years.
Despite the many years of R,D&E major
quality deterioration is still occurring in the
supply chain. This has led to a loss in
confidence in mangoes and reduced
profitability for growers, wholesalers and
retailers.
The QHI Better Mangoes team has been
working with QFVG, Horticulture Australia
Ltd and mango supply chains during the past
2 seasons to identify the points in the supply
chain where quality is lost and areas for
improved handling practices. During the last
season, the team monitored 51 consignments
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for temperature and quality from packing
sheds to the Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide markets.
To assess the performance of each
consignment, a new measure called the Saleable
Life Index (SLI) was developed. The SLI
measures the time from when the fruit is first
ready for sale to retailers to when an
unacceptable level of disease has developed.
Retailers want an SLI of 7 days but 71% of
the consignments had less saleable life. No
wonder the retailers have lost confidence in
mangoes.
By monitoring quality along the supply
chain, the team identified 5 factors that reduced
saleable life – high ripening temperatures,
mixed ripening, poor disease control in the
orchard, ineffective postharvest fungicide
treatment, and delays during handling. Two
supply chain systems were found to deliver
mangoes to the retailer with sufficient saleable
life. Both involve controlled ripening with
ethylene, either on-farm or at the market.
The Better Mangoes team has been busy
during July delivering the key findings to
meetings of wholesalers in Brisbane, Sydney
and Melbourne, growers in the production
districts throughout Queensland, and the
national buying teams of Coles and
Woolworths. To help improve communication
in the supply chains, guides have been
produced on skin colour, common defects and
handling temperatures.
The information generated by the project
has been well received by all sectors of the
supply chain and some businesses have already
improved their handling practices. Feedback
to date indicates that the technology
development model underpinning the project
design is working. This model involves
working with individuals and groups to develop
specific technologies, management practices
or decision support systems that are then made
available to the rest of the industry.
The Better Mangoes project is an example
of a multi-disciplinary team working with
businesses to discover solutions to “real world”
problems and transferring the information

generated to improve knowledge and practices.
The team is using Bennett’s Hierarchy for
project planning and for evaluating the
performance of the project.
For more information on the project,
contact the team leader Terry Campbell or
one of the following team members.
Better Mangoes project team – Terry
Campbell, Irene Kernot, Chris Jones,
Rowland Holmes, Scott Ledger, Richard
McLauchlan, Jenny Barker, Peter Hofman,
Barbara Stubbings, Ha Nguyen plus support
from the Plant Pathology staff in Mareeba,
Ayr, Indooroopilly.

Irene Kernot assessing Mareeba mangoes
sampled before and after packing.
APPS (Queensland Branch)
Postgraduate Seminar Awards Day 2002
Congratulations to the contestants! What
a great competition. Once again the best and
brightest of Queenslands postgraduate
students have outdone themselves, with the
standard of presentations at this years Seminar
Awards Day being higher than ever.
This year’s event was organised primarily
as an opportunity for Queensland’s
postgraduate students to fine tune their
presentations for the International Congress
of Plant Pathology, to be held in Christchurch,
New Zealand from 2-8 February 2003. It
also allowed those of unable to attend the
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society’s conference next year the opportunity
to hear some of the work that will be presented
at that meeting.
From this year forward the event will
become biennial, to be held in non-conference
years. The next Seminar Awards Day will be
held in 2004, when it is hoped sufficient interest
and resources will allow a national competition
to be run.
In order to increase the potential audience
for the seminars, a range of scientists from
throughout the plant science community were
invited to this years awards. It is also hoped
to reach scientists who work with plant
diseases, but whom consider themselves to be
molecular biologists, geneticists, breeders etc,
rather than plant pathologists.
At the next Seminar Day I intend to
increase the events profile by to inviting
journalists from both the academic and nonacademic press. Actively involving the press,
creates an opportunity for postgraduates
students (and their supervisors) to get more
widespread recognition for their work. This
will not result in a more formal format for the
day, the idea is increase the events profile not
the contestants stress levels.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the following groups for their generous
sponsorship of this event, CRC for Tropical
Plant Protection, Agency for Food and Fibre
Sciences (QDPI), and CSIRO Publishing.
Awards Presented
♦
Equal First place
Damian Herde: $100 book voucher to CSIRO
publishing, Student Membership to APPS for
2002
♦
Equal First Place
Olufemi Akinsanmi: $100 book voucher to
DPIQ Bookshop, Student Membership to
APPS for 2002
♦
Judges Encouragement Award
Andrew Ridley: Signed copy of ‘Plant
Pathogens and Plant Diseases’ by JF Brown
and HJ Ogle
Christine Horlock

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
The South Australian Branch finished
2002 with our postgraduate prize day amongst
the history of Urrbrae House on the Waite
Campus of The University of Adelaide. The
day was partially sponsored by Crown
Scientific. Four students presented oral
presentations while three prepared posters.
Luke Selth (CSIRO PI-Horticulture) spoke
about host factors involved in tomato leaf curl
virus infection. In particular, Luke described
the use of yeast two-hybrid screens to identify
clones from a tomato cDNA library that
interact with viral proteins. Interestingly, a
number of host factors identified are also
involved in development and senescence (such
as NAC proteins).
Imelda Soriano (The University of
Adelaide) provided some detailed information
about the possible involvement of
phytoecdysteroids as a defensive agent against
Heteroderae avenae. These compounds were
inducible by nematodes and methyl jasmonate
and appear to play a protective role for the
plant.
Dale Godfrey and Matthew Hayes
(CSIRO-PI Horticulture) both spoke about

aspects of the interaction of powdery mildew
with grapevine. Matthew having only just
started his PhD gave a general literature review.
He is interested in determining the gene
expression that regulates haustorial formation
in this interaction. Dale spoke about the
isolation of a number of germin-like genes from
grapevine. Two of these clones are specifically
induced in grapevine challenged by powdery
mildew and Dale is now functionally analysing
these to see whether they have superoxide
dismutase or oxalate-oxidase activity.
Steve Henderson (The University of
Adelaide) presented a poster entitled
‘Promoter trapping in Rhynchosporium
secalis’, which showed an alternative approach
to identifying virulence factors. Using
suppressive subtractive hybridisation to
profile gene expression during the barleyPyrenophora teres interaction was the subject
of Paul Bogacki’s poster (SARDI) while Mark
Seemanpillai presented a poster entitled
‘TLCV-induced transgene silencing of TLCV
prmoter: GUS tobacco’. All posters and oral
presentations were of the highest standard
making decisions on winners very difficult for
the judges (John Randles, Peter Anderson,

SA Plant Pathologists at the postgraduate day from L to R: Wolfgang Knogge, Kevin
Williams, Paul Bogacki, Peter Anderson, LingLing Gao, Imelda Soriano, Matt Hayes, Eileen
Scott, Luke Selth, Steve Henderson, Helen Healy, Ian Riley, Dale Godfrey, Mark Seemanpillai
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Wolfgang Knogge).
1st poster prize was awarded to Mark
Seemanpillai (left), 1 st paper prize to Luke
Selth (right) and encouragement prize to Paul
Bogacki. We also announced our quiz winner

effort.
A number of our SA members have a close
affiliation with David Gadoury’s group at
Cornell University. One of David’s PhD
students, Megan Kennelly treated us to a
seminar on the improved management of
grapevine downy mildew in New York just
before Christmas. Megan spends some time
every year out with Peter Magarey at Loxton
looking at the epidemiology of this pathogen
here in Australia as well. To start 2003, Josef
Vetten, a plant virologist from the Institut
Pflanzenvirologie in Germany, visited us. Josef
spoke about his team’s work in the
Nanoviridae and the discovery of these
extremely small viruses in a number of crops.
The majority of our SA members attended
for 2002. Kylie Cook won the most points the International Congress of Plant Pathology
for attending the most seminars and answering in Christchurch and I would like to take this
questions correctly. We finished off the opportunity to congratulate the NZ team. I
proceedings with a great lunch to celebrate the believe they did APPS proud.
end of the year. Well done to all the students
and thanks to the judges for their time and Amanda Able

First announcement and call for papers:

3rd Australasian Soilborne Diseases
Symposium
8-11 February 2004
The Barossa Novotel, Rowland Flat, South Australia
Please register your interest now.
More information can be found in the pamphlet enclosed with
your newsletter, or by visiting the web site
www.plevin.com.au/ASDS2004
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New Members

Don’t forget to have your
say!

On behalf of the Society, the Management
Committee would like to welcome the
following new members:
NSW:

Mr Amin Pathan (Student)

ACT:

Dr Jacek Plazinski

VIC:

Mr Rob Weppler
Mr Kenneth Brown (Student)

QLD:

Mr Luke Devitt
Mrs Jodie White (Student)

SA:

Mr Mark Seemanpillai (Student)
Miss May Greenfield (Student)

TAS:

This is your newsletter so be sure to let us
know what is going on about:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Open days and field days
Scholarships and employment
opportunities
Regional news
Special interest groups
Requests for information etc.
Upcoming events
Awards to members
Issues of concern
Humorous events

and any other interesting information!

Mr Peter Cross

New Zealand:
Dr Bénédicte Lebas
Dr Roderick Bonfiglioli
Dr Francisco Ochoa-Corona
South Africa:
Dr Cheryl Lynne Lennox
Italy:

Dr Laura Mugnai

APPS NEWS is the official newsletter of the Australasian Plant Pathology Society,
published quarterly. Items for inclusion should be sent to Mrs B. Hall, Plant Research
Centre, SARDI, GPO Box 397, Adelaide, SA. 5001. Ph. 08 8303 9562, Fax 08 8303
9393, Email: hall.barbara@saugov.sa.gov.au. Next deadline: 16 May 2003. Editorin-Chief APP: Dr Eric Cother, NSW Agriculture, Orange Agricultural Institute, Forest
Road, Orange, 2800. Ph. 02 6391 3886, Fax 02 6391 3899, E-mail:
ric.cother@agric.nsw.gov.au
Web Site: (http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/)
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