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Comments from the APPS President
3 or 4 GFC’s
Two years ago, Mark Davis, writing in the Sydney Morning Herald, reported on
the prospects of Tony Burke and his thinking for Australia under a Labor
government. Two years later, the Australian Labor party has just completed its
first year in office, with Tony Burke delivering a credible performance as Minister
for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
In 2006, it was noted that Burke had drawn inspiration from Atticus Finch, the
central character in Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mocking Bird, about learning to
climb into the other person’s skin: Even if they are your enemy or opponent,
consider things from their point of view. Step into their shoes. Walk around in
them for a while…and this approach had influenced Burke’s earlier career
directions.
Burke is quoted:

“So if you want to be persuasive you have to understand where the people
who are listening to you are coming from”.
Writing in the Sydney Morning Herald and other papers recently, Tony Burke
tackled some of the key issues underpinning the food security crisis with a similar
approach, of thinking from the other person’s perspective. He starts out by
saying:

There is something worse than having one GFC. That’s having two. Amid the
international response to the global financial crisis, many people have
stopped talking about the other GFC: the global food crisis.
And then goes on to discuss the balancing act between addressing food
shortages, Climate Change, water shortages and improving farmer incomes, the
rising interest in biofuels, and the potential to realise significant gain from
genetically modified organisms. Burke also notes the significant roles that
Australian scientists and support from the Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) have in addressing the challenges of improving
agricultural productivity and solving the food crisis and concludes:

It will be some time before the end of either GFC. But the decisions we take
now, as a nation and as a planet, will affect the prosperity and livelihoods of all
the world’s citizens for decades to come.
Plant pathologists are very aware of the core issues that underpin these opinions,
and also know that it’s forest(1) and fibre products as well as food!! That makes 3
or 4 GFCs, the others being: the Global Forest Crisis and the Global Fibre Crisis.
Footnotes:
1. As out President Elect, Caroline Mohammed would agree: especially thanks to the timely
reminders of our Forest pathologists
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To address the Global Food, Forest and Fibre challenge by reducing production
losses and postharvest deterioration and taking the most sustainable approaches
to disease control and to better conserve natural landscapes, we have to ‘get
under the skin’ of the pathogens we want to control. And, we need to learn the
lessons of negotiation. Take the ‘get inside their minds’ approach to government
and funding agencies. Because, while we can help solve all the various GFCs by
reducing disease losses and deterioration, plant pathology is not receiving the
political attention or funding it deserves.
As plant pathologists our challenge is this: To present a convincing rationale to
politicians and policy makers that: Improved food, forest and fibre security and
incomes can be assured, and productivity per unit of natural resource reduced,
when a greater co-ordinated effort is made to understand the causes of plant
disease loss and the ways to tackle them.
For those of us who are this side of the Tasman, understanding how Tony Burke
and his political advisers think may help us to put more of the spotlight on plant
pathology. On the other side of the Tasman, there has been a change of
Government – new thinking and new challenges. But the potential for better
outcomes through understanding the audience can be the same. The Australasian
plant pathologists can do much to assist nature conservation and our rural
industries to improve productivity, agricultural exports, farmer incomes and
agricultural development. But more ‘getting under their skin’ is needed.

Blogspots
Talking about ‘getting under their skin’, reminded me of Eric Boa (not that he’s
getting under my skin), and an initiative of the British Society for Plant Pathology
BSPP blogspot (http://bsppblog.blogspot.com/). This is a fine example of using
new thinking to reach a wider audience for our plant pathology research. If he
reads this, Eric can be assured that there is at least one other reader besides his
sister….Writing on 28th November, 2008, Eric discusses the challenges of ‘hitting
the spot’ when it comes to persuading donors to part with the millions (or even
thousands). The answer may be in the Tony Burke approach, Eric, – Find out how
to ‘get under their skin’.
But seriously, the BSPP is to be congratulated on their blogspot initiative – I wish
the APPS had done it first!

Global Plant Clinic
And then there’s YouTube. CABI are making good use of YouTube to post short
videos related to plant disease diagnosis and management advice from the Global
Plant Clinic. They deserve a wider audience. Check out Jim Waller explaining
plant disease diagnosis using an interesting fruit disease Jim Waller explains
laboratory diagnosis (http://au.youtube.com/
watch?v=Koy4pnDBjXs&feature=related), and find links to other related videos.
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APPS in 2009 – Is there anyone out there?
In 2009, we will celebrate our 40th birthday. Let’s help the APPS realise the adage
Life Begins at 40. As we enter our 5th decade let’s start an APPS blog, get some
short videos on to YouTube and raise the profile and support for plant pathology!

Global connectedness
Last December, I wrote about mango powdery mildew, and included a picture
with the caption not snow, just powdery mildew on mango. It took a Kiwi1, H.J.
Boesewinkel, publishing in 1980, to suggest that the oak tree powdery mildew
may have originally jumped host from mango – perhaps in Southern Europe. And
this was further confirmed in molecular studies, by an Australian team,
Cunnington et al. (2003)2, writing on the molecular identification of anamorphic
powdery mildews. And, at the 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology
(ICPP2008) in Torino, a French team (Desprez-Loustau et al 3) reported evidence
for an array of fungi causing the powdery mildew on oaks in Europe – including
the mango pathogen Erisiphe alphitoides (=Oidium mangiferae Berthet).

Picture by Greg Johnson an oak tree powdery
mildew, Stoke Gabriel,
Devon August, 2008.

Footnotes:
1. Boesewinkel, H.J. 1980. The Identity of Mango Mildew, Oidium mangiferae. Journal of
Phytopathology: 99 126 – 130.
Mougou, A., Dutech, C., Desprez-Loustau, M.l. 2008. New insights into the identity and origin
of the causal agent of oak powdery mildew in Europe. Forest Pathology 38: 275 – 287
2. Cunnington J.H., Susumu, T., Lawrie, A.C., Pascoe, I.G. 2003. Molecular identification of
anamorphic powdery mildews (Erysiphales). Australasian Plant Pathology 32: 421–428.
3. Desprez-Loustau, M.-L., Mougou, A. and Dutech, C. 2008. Invasion of oak powdery mildew in
Europe: Evidence of several cryptic taxa. 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology.
Abstracts of offered and invited papers. Journal of Plant Pathology 90 (2, Supplement)
Abstract 4.12.
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ACIAR publications
Looking for a good (and bargain priced) gift for your plant pathology colleagues?
Check out the recent disease manuals published by ACIAR. These two are just
examples:
MN131 Integrated pest and disease management for sustainable cocoa
production: a training manual for farmers and extension workers
This booklet addresses knowledge gaps in cocoa production.
MN132 TaroPest: an illustrated guide to pests and diseases of taro in the
South Pacific

History on line
The Winter 2008 BSPP Newsletter mentioned four historical research bulletins.
One is by APPS Fellow, Dr Roger (R.A.C.) Jones, of the University of Western
Australia (virologist – Bulletin 2). The rest are by other family members: the late
Dr F.G.W. Jones, (nematologist- Bulletins 3 and 4), and Dr M.G. Jones
(entomologist – Bulletin 1), both formerly of Rothamsted Experimental Station.
These bulletins of the F.G.W. Jones Family Historical Series can be downloaded
from www.geocities.com/macdougalljones/. It’s good to see this sort of
information being preserved and made available to others!
R.A.C. Jones (2007) Hypothesis to explain how viruses induce production of
local lesions in plant tissues. Bulletins of the F.G.W. Jones Family Historical
Series, No. 2. Canberra, Australia, 36p. ISSN 1833-5519 (print); 1833 5527
(online). [Written - 1970]

Season’s Greetings to you all
Greg Johnson and the rest of the APPS Management
Committee.
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REGIONAL NEWS FROM QUEENSLAND
We travelled to The University of Queensland, Gatton Campus on 20th August for
the next in the series of DPI&F/APP seminars days. Gatton is one hours drive
west of Brisbane in the Lockyer Valley and is in the middle of a large agricultural
and vegetable production area of the state and is serviced by a regional office of
the DPI&F.
The theme of this seminar was ‘Student Day’ with the day being chaired by Dr Vic
Galea of the University’s Gatton campus. We were lucky to have had the 7
Queensland students listed below present their work for us on the day.
Desley Tree
Naomi Diplock
Joy Conroy
Son Dinh “Qaung”
Michelle Grose
Bruce Cleves
Alistar McTaggart

Diet and feeding method of Mecynothrips hardyi, a spore
feeding thrips (Thysanoptera).
Dieback disorder of Parkinsonia aculeate – a weed of national
significance.
Investigating toxicity of Fov culture filtrates.
Waxflower abscission.
Development of disease management strategies for Phellinus
noxius.
Biocontrol of Grapevine Bunch Rots
Molecular differentiation, detection and diversity of the
Ustilago/Sporisorium/Macalpinamyces complex of smut fungi.

After a sumptuous lunch, we had a presentation of amazing stories from Vic
Galea with his insights into plant pathology. Vic has supervised many students
who have found their way into employment with the DPI&F, so is he is well know
to many of us.
The presentations by the students were very diverse and of an extremely high
quality so a qualified panel of experts was formed to choose 3 students for giving
winning presentations of their work on the day.
The winners were Desley Tree, Michelle Grose and Alistar McTaggart who each
received a prize of $50 book voucher presented by the QLD branch of APPS.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!!!!!

Jenny Cobon and Alistar Mc Taggart
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REGIONAL NEWS FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Plant Health Research Symposium 2008
A range of pathogens and pests in agricultural and native ecosystem settings was
presented by Western Australia’s next generation of Plant Health Experts at the
second annual Plant Health Research Symposium for early career researchers,
held on 24th October 2008 at Department of Agriculture and Food Western
Australia. This year, we attempted something new, and kicked off the symposium
with a PowerPoint show, complete with music soundtrack, that highlighted the
student’s key images and introduced the sponsors.
The symposium aims to give early career researchers the opportunity to
showcase their research to an audience of more than 60 people, including
students, research scientists and industry specialists, and to network with other
researchers. We were pleased to attract student presenters from a wide range of
disciplines that included entomology, virology, quarantine, mycology and animal habitat interactions.

Symposium attendees and presenters

Our three symposium judges for this year,
Treena Burgess (Murdoch University),
Kirsty Bayliss (Cooperative Research
Centre for National Plant Biosecurity) and
Mia Fox (Curtin University), were
challenged with the difficult task of
choosing between the eight excellent
seminars to award prizes generously
sponsored by Fisher Biotech Australia,
American Phytopathological Society (APS),
Royal Society of Western Australia, CSIRO
Publishing and APPS.
7
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The judges – (From left) Mia Fox,
Kirsty Bayliss, Treena Burgess

After much deliberation the awards were presented as follows:
Ø Best presentation: ($200 cheque from Fisher Biotech) awarded to Harsh
Garg, from The University of Western Australia for her presentation ‘Screening
Brassica napus genotypes against Sclerotinia sclerotiorum using a novel cotyledon
assay’.
Ø Scientific endeavour: ($100 CSIRO publishing book voucher donated
by Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity and a
copy of the textbook “Essential Plant Pathology” donated by APS Press)
awarded to Cuiping Wang, from Murdoch University for her presentation ‘Genomic
sequence characterisation of wheat streak mosaic virus (WSMV) in Australia’.
Ø Peer review: ($50 CSIRO publishing book voucher donated by
Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity and a copy
of the textbook “Essential Plant Pathology” donated by APS Press)
awarded to Rod Armistead, from
Murdoch University for his presentation
‘Impact of Phytophthora Dieback on
fauna habitat’.
No WA APPS event seems complete
without a sundowner and we were happy
to fulfil expectations with a great social
event that allowed presenters and
attendees to relax and mingle while
enjoying the great culinary treats
prepared by our excellent caterer Helen
Hunter from DAFWA Plant Pathology.

Symposium presentations stimulated
interesting discussions during question time

Presenters – (From left) Harsh Garg, Linda Maccarone, Cuiping Wang, Mark
Castalanelli, Tiernan O’Rourke, Rob Creasy, Andrew Li, Rod Armistead
8
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A Fishy tale from the West
Dr. Daniel Hüberli at the ‘Centre for Phytophthora and Science Management’
(CPSM) at Murdoch University has implemented a “Fishing for Phytophthora”
project in Western Australia. Covering a distance of more than 2000 km, the
project includes the stomping grounds of the “Australia” movie to Esperance in
the southwest. The intent of the project is to catalogue which Phytophthora
species are currently present in Western Australia’s waterways and test the
feasibility of its use as an early detection tool for novel Phytophthora species such
as P. ramorum, the causal agent of ‘Sudden Oak Death’ ravaging in northern USA
and in Europe. To date, over 15 volunteers have deployed 115 “fishing kits” in
100 locations across the state and submitted 150 leaf samples. Of those samples
submitted, there have been 12 different species of Phytophthora, with some sites
having up to 8 different species. The project began in late September 2008. Due
to funding limitations, it is scheduled to continue until early January 2009 after
which we are pursuing more funding.

Photo credits: City of Subiaco (A,D); Trudy Paap, CPSM, Murdoch University (B), Eastern
Hills Catchment Management Program (C, F); and Daniel Hüberli CPSM, Murdoch University
(E).
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REGIONAL NEWS FROM NORTHERN TERRITORY
National roadshow workshop
A successful road show workshop was held in Darwin on the 24th Sept 2008, as
part of the national roadshow workshops with the Horticulture Australia Limited
(HAL) funded project “Best-practice IPM Strategies for Control of Major Soilborne
Diseases of Vegetable Crops throughout Australia. (Vegetable pathology
subprogram 2.2)”. The program attracted a room full of people, including seven
snake bean growers.
The national speakers included Ian Porter and Caroline Donald from DPI Victoria,
Len Tesoriero from NSW Agriculture and Ross Holding from Classy solutions,
Victoria. Ian as project leader gave an overview of the VG 07125 on “Bestpractice IPM Strategies for Control of Major Soilborne Diseases of Vegetable Crops
throughout Australia. (Vegetable pathology subprogram 2.2)”. Len described the
Pythium and Fusarium diseases, how they infected plants, how they spread, keys
to their identification and an overview of control methods. Ross discussed
registered chemical options for Pythium and Fusarium diseases. Caroline
discussed novel methods of control for Pythium, Fusarium and other soil-borne
fungal diseases being explored by this project.
As part of the national project, the Northern Territory (NT) is investigating the
serious disease of snake bean, Fusarium wilt and its control through grafting onto
resistant rootstock and breeding. Snake bean Fusarium wilt is the main problem
of the NT snake bean industry and a major problem of the Asian vegetable
industry. 65% loss is common and many crops have been abandoned due to the
disease. Previous research in the NT identified the cowpea variety, Iron as
resistant to the disease, and showed that the commercial snake bean could be
successfully grafted onto the Iron cowpea. The local NT team consisted of Barry
Condé and Mark Traynor from the Dept. of Regional Development, Primary
Industry, Fisheries and Resources (DRDPIFR). Barry demonstrated the disease in
snake beans, and showed the effects of inoculation of Fusarium wilt on grafted
and non-grafted plants. Mark gave hands-on demonstration of grafting the snake
beans to the cowpea. The seven Vietnamese growers gathered eagerly around
Mark to pick up the grafting technique which was ably interpreted phrase by
phrase by Mr Toan Tran. Toan’s daughter Lucy Tran-Nguyen (DRDPIFR) assisted
in interpreting complicated scientific terms. One farmer was so enthusiastic he
took all the grafted plants to his farm!
Post workshop farm visits identified two farms for “on-farm” trials scheduled for
next year. One farm has been grafting for three years but onto the wrong
rootstock because the recommended rootstock is not a commercially available
variety.
We thank Charmayne Craven from (Marketing & Communication, DRDPIFR) for
arranging the Vietnamese translation of the workshop flyer, Vanessa Madrill
(Marketing & Communication, DRDPIFR) and Jason De Araujo (Publications,
10
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DRDPIFR) for video-taping the workshop. The persistent efforts of Tim West
(Northern Territory Horticultural Association), and particularly Stuart H Smith
(Crops Forestry and Horticulture, DRDPIFR ) in contacting and visiting Vietnamese
growers to invite them, resulted in the biggest turn-out of Vietnamese growers to
an extension event in years. It is hoped that this could be the start of reengagement with the Asian vegetable growing sector, which has been
disconnected for several years.
We thank Ian Porter and Caroline Donald for the inclusion of the NT in this national
project, which we hope will go a long way to seeing a greater adoption of the
grafting technique in the NT’s snake bean industry, together with a re-engagement
with the Asian vegetable industry in the NT.
Barry Condé

Mark Traynor (DRDPIFR) demonstrating grafting procedures to
Vietnamese growers. Photo courtesy of Caroline Donald.

Above photo shows grafted snake
bean (left) and non-grafted snake
bean (right) infected with Fusarium
oxysporum f. sp. tracheiphilum. Photo
courtesy of Barry Condé.
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Ian Porter, Barry Condé and Len Tesoriero
deep in discussion. Photo courtesy of
Caroline Donald.

REGIONAL NEWS FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA
The SA branch of APPS held a successful seminar on 23rd October in the Plant
Research Centre auditorium at the Waite Campus, attended by approximately 35
people. Dr Walt Stevenson, a retired extension specialist from Wisconsin
University, was visiting Australia to talk to growers about managing potato
diseases. Walt’s seminar ‘Management of potato diseases - old problems, new
technologies’ was an interesting look at how research has changed with the
advent of new techniques in detection and management.
Lunch of pizza, tea, coffee, cake and fruit followed. Thanks to Sue, Danuta and
Marzena for assistance with organising and catering.
The SA branch also sponsored the Adelaide University School of Agriculture, Food
and Wine Postgraduate Symposium by providing lunch on the pathology day (see
report page 13).
The Councillor Committee awarded 2 scholarships of $1,000 to assist the
attendance of postgraduate students Bonny Vogelzang and Cathryn Todd at the
International Congress in Turin. Their travel reports follow the ICPP report
starting page 25.
At the end of the first year of a councillor committee, we can recommend it as a
way to ‘get things done’ without overloading some enthusiastic soul who rapidly
loses their enthusiasm. Spreading the load over several people helps, and it also
ensures discussion points for the membership are at least discussed by 5 people,
even if none of the rest of the membership provides comment!! Our next task is
to find a good way of getting members together apart from seminar symposiums.
Unfortunately with most members on the same campus they can rapidly become
‘seminared out’.
So from the SA Councillor committee, have a merry Christmas, a good break and
return to work enthused for the new year ahead!

Barbara Hall, Jenny Davidson & Peter Magarey (SARDI).
Eileen Scott, Amanda Able & Suzanne McKay (Uni of Adelaide)
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School of Agriculture, Food and Wine Annual Postgraduate
Symposium

The inaugural School Postgraduate Symposium (30 September and 1 October
2008) provided a forum for “mid-candidature” students to present their research
in a friendly and supportive environment. The standard of presentations was
excellent overall and it was great to see the breadth of research being
undertaken.
There were six presentations by students in plant pathology, as follows:
Kieren Arthur - The molecular ecology of a wild plant virus: sequence variation
in the Velvet tobacco mottle virus genome
Steve Coventry - Factors affecting short and long distance dispersal of fungal
pathogens – Chickpea Ascochyta blight as a model
Kueh KH - Susceptibility of Australian native plant species to Phytophthora
dieback in South Australia
Rohan Kimber - The epidemiology and significance of Cercospora leaf spot
(Cercospora zonata) of faba beans (Vicia faba) in southern Australia
Bonny Vogelzang - Simplifying surveillance for air-borne fungal pathogens
Ali Raza Jamali - Identification of the resistance sources in exotic Chinese faba
bean germplasm against three major fungal diseases, Botrytis blight, Ascochyta
blight and Cercospora leaf spot, for incorporation in the Australian lines.
Rohan won the Crop Science Society of South Australia prize for the best
presentation in broad-acre agriculture and Steve Coventry won a special
commendation.
On behalf of the School of Agriculture, Food and Wine Postgraduate Committee
and the Agriculture Postgraduate Students Society, I thank APPS (SA Branch) for
sponsoring this event.

Eileen Scott, Chair, School of Agriculture, Food and Wine Postgraduate Committee
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REGIONAL NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND
Merger of Crop and Food Research and HortResearch.
Crop and Food Research, which employs 380 staff, and HortResearch, employing
541 staff, are in the process of combining to form a new organisation by 1st
December 2008. Currently there are five agricultural or plant-based Crown
Research Institutes (CRIs) in New Zealand. These are AgResearch, Crop and
Food Research, HortResearch, Landcare Research and Forest Research Institute
which trades as Scion. After this date a significant proportion of the applied plant
pathologists in New Zealand will be in one CRI. There are currently 27 applied
plant pathologists in HortResearch and 20 in Crop and Food Research. In
HortResearch there are another 20 molecular biology focussed plant pathologists
who study more basic issues. The Universities, Landcare Research, MAF
Biosecurity and Scion are the other major NZ employers of research plant
pathologists and mycologists.
The new company will be officially called The New Zealand Institute for Plant and
Food Research Limited. It will trade as “Plant and Food Research”.

Dr Kerry Everett

New Members
On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee
would like to welcome the following new members:
NEW ZEALAND:
Mr Jeyaseelan Baskarathevan
Ms Regina Billones
Miss Dalin Dore
Dr Megan Romberg
Mr Rajan Trivedi
REPUBLIC OF KOREA:
Dr Eunwoo Park,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
Dr Moyer James,
New South Wales:
Ms Sarah Dunstan
Queensland:
Mr Bruce Cleaves
14
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Jottings from the APP
Editor-in-chief
Greetings Everyone,
I started my last ‘jottings’ by noting how cold it was here. Now is a different
story with days typically in the 30’s but the nights are around 20ºC. In about four
weeks things will change again with about 35ºC during the day and 25ºC at
night. So, I have decided to migrate to New Zealand for a couple of weeks
respite and I have already made plans to have lunch with one of our Senior
Editors. While touring around in the upper part of the South Island, if we see
some research station where I think an APPS member might be I shall drop in – a
free cup of coffee is always an enticement.
Since the last ‘jottings’ there has been little change in the two Editorial Boards.
Ros Beever in NZ and Elizabeth Aitken in Brisbane are finishing off some papers
as is James Cunnington who was, for more than a year, my sole helper with
Australasian Plant Disease Notes. James did an enormous amount of work and is
now due to have a rest from editorial duties. I am deeply appreciative to him for
his professionalism and for his support with this young journal. I do not think
that it would have survived without his help. APDN now has a small group of
very active editors and they share the load with me. A new member is Roger
Shivas from Brisbane who is of enormous help with APDN and also helps out with
Australasian Plant Pathology. I think he is enjoying his new role.
Everyone expects me, I suspect, to provide a few statistics and so, here goes.
During 2008 we have published 84 papers in volume 37 of APP in a total of 644
pages. This includes 37(3) which was the special nematology issue. A copy of
this was made available to all registrants at the mid-year nematology conference
and I thank CSIRO Publications for their extreme generosity. Receivals were
172 and 128 papers went on to peer review. Of those 20 were rejected (so far)
by a Senior Editor, 42 are still in process (which may include revision/corrections),
1 was rejected by me for plagiarism and the author banned for life. The rest
have been accepted and are already published or awaiting publication.
Joe with his cotton award
For APDN 92 papers were received and 81 went onto review. Senior Editors
rejected 2, 24 are still in process and the remainder are on the very well used
APDN website. I am informed that downloads are of the order of 3000 per
month. That’s a 3 with 3 zeros following. It is now one of the most used CSIRO
journals. Authors submitting papers to either journal are now citing papers
presented in APDN. This is very good news. Papers published in both journals
during 2008 total 139, as 84 for APP and 55 for APDN. This has kept the Editorial
Boards very busy and hence my resolve to increase their size and to recruit fresh
talent to replace those who ‘have done their bit’. It might be your chance to
widen your curriculum vitae to include ‘Senior Editor’.

15
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I remember being interviewed for this position at Lincoln (NZ) in February 2005
and then taking over the reigns from my predecessor in about September of that
year. That means that I have been in the position for 3 years. I am grateful to
Ric Cother for his early ‘coaching’ and I would hope to do the same when my time
comes. When Ric was E-i-C there were 4 issues per year. From 2006 there were
6 issues per year plus the added chores to do for APDN. I expect that, when I
retire from the E-i-C role, that I would have handled at least as many papers as
Ric did. I have stated to the President that I would like someone to take over the
E-i-C position of APDN in early 2009. I shall continue to the end of next year with
APP as there is the business of getting the keynote addresses from the ‘Soilborne
Diseases Symposium’ (due for the August 2009 issue with the help of Gavin Ash)
and the Presidential Address, the McAlpine Lecture and keynote presentations
from the next biennial conference (due for the December 2009 issue with the
help of key members of the Organising Committee). This all has to be well
organized in advance to ensure publication. These are major jobs at E-i-C level
as these presentations are not peer reviewed but are heavily edited by me. It is
amazing what you find if you look closely. I am getting grumpier as an E-i-C (I
am told this) and I remember my old boss, John Webster, telling me that it would
be unwise to upset an editor, and more so an E-i-C.
I would like the transition to be smooth such that nothing interferes with the
smooth production of both journals. In the last week of November I will be with
CSIRO Publishing senior staff in Melbourne to have preliminary discussions about
a new contract, the transition and other matters that have to be sorted out, and
in some cases, either fixed, improved or approved. These trips are done at my
expense and so you should not think that I am squandering APP funds by having
a great time in Melbourne – and Christmas shopping.
It is now time for me to reassess my position. I have produced 3 volumes of the
new electronic journal APDN which takes some time. I would estimate that it
takes about ½ day per week. As mentioned earlier, I (and possibly the APPS
Executive) will be looking for someone to take over the helm of APDN within the
next few months. When a paper is submitted to that journal I appraise it for
content and style and if it survives that scrutiny then I email it and associated
papers to a suitable Senior Editor. They are the ones who do most of the hard
grind and find a reviewer and finally decide if it is acceptable, perhaps after some
revision. I include myself as one of the Senior Editors and deal with papers that I
am competent to handle on a rota basis. I leave other specialised papers to
others. This works well but we now need someone who has the energy to take it
further. I do not believe that an Editor-in-Chief should be an ‘authority’ but rather
someone who can see the potential value of those papers for the geographical
areas that we serve. Sometimes papers from distant countries are peer reviewed
because they may have biosecurity implications for Australian and NZ exports or
imports. I have to make the call – “does this paper have value or potential”. In
fact, a plant pathologist much younger than myself but with some experience
could take over the position. I would be happy to assist in the changeover and
send my relevant files. It is important that the E-i-C has a good email system
since there is a lot of traffic. I look forward to ‘expressions of interest’.

16
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APP is in a different ball-park. The same thing happens as for APDN. I vet
papers that arrive. Some are culled by me and those that have a better than fair
chance of surviving the rigourous peer review process are sent to an appropriate
Senior Editor on a ‘roster system’. The university has a maximum email size
(receive and send) of 7MB and so sometimes several emails are required to get a
paper to me and from me to a SE and, if accepted, to CSIRO Publications. The Ei-C deals with all keynote talks from conferences, Presidential Addresses,
McAlpine lectures and also my share of other papers (as a Senior Editor) that I
can handle in my area of expertise. Again, the Senior Editors do the hard work
and I am informed about the revision, rejection or acceptance of a paper. I am
also the absolutely final arbitrar in any dispute or ‘uncertainty’. When a paper is
accepted then I again go through it with the proverbial ‘fine-tooth comb’ and
check style, references and all the other things that make for a good
presentation. When readied for publication I then send it to the great people at
CSIRO Publications who do the rest. They do a great job.
I will continue to handle APP through 2009 and this will include the Soilborne Diseases
Symposium and also the Biennial Conference papers. I then intend to gradually
retire from work and so a new E-i-C for APP should be identified by the next biennial
conference in much the same way as Ric Cother introduced me at the 2005
conference, after which I took over the reigns. The APP E-i-C duties takes 1½ - 2
days per week. Almost all of the final edits are done at home since my university life
is quite full. The new E-i-C should have a good working knowledge of plant pathology
(not in every area in depth), be a pretty good user of English, be patient, be just and
be able to interact between the Editorial Board and the publishers. Good bookkeeping is paramount and you need a good knowledge of Word and Excel. This
week, with a keen eye, I noticed the following:
“spores were collected using a camel hairbrush”, and
“the casual agent of the disease was isolated”. So, I suspect that some poor camel
somewhere was not getting its regular grooming and that the pathogen isolated
was pretty ‘easy-on’. Too often we read what we want to read or expect to read and
not what is really there. Du yoo follo tht??
Anyone with any interest could confidentially contact me and I would be happy to
discuss the two roles. APP will require a new E-i-C with a good knowledge of plant
pathology, some common sense, a sound computer and email system and the person
would probably be at a stage in life when they can get a bit of free time from their
employer to do what is termed here (at CQU) “professional service”. The APDN
position would suit a young-gun who would be able to use “professional service”
perhaps as a promotional tool.
I shall await the rush of emails seeking further details. I have taken the first step to
retirement by buying an ‘old-man’s car” – the Jaguar is a dream to drive.
Kind regards
Keith

Keith Harrower
(E-i-C, APP + APDN)
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NEWS FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER
Now that subscriptions are closed I am able to report that 454 members
subscribed in 2008. The graph below shows that this is a reasonable result for a
non-conference year. However, the society needs more members so please
encourage non-members in your workplace to join in 2009. Subscriptions are due
by the end of December to be on the mailing list for the first edition of APP 2009.
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The web site has undergone a few changes in recent weeks. I have made the
regional pages more accessible by placing the link map on each regional page.
This will allow users to flick through all the regional pages to see what activities
are happening in other areas. The Pathogen of the Month is proving to be a very
popular page and will ultimately expand into a handy database of disease
information for the Australasian region. The header and images for each POTM
can now be browsed before downloading the full PDF transcript.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage members to complete their
Disease Expertise categories for the APPS database. Information on disease
expertise is very useful for the editors of our journals and may also play a role in
biosecurity for the region. Students may also find contacts using the database,
which should help them with their studies. Adding or updating can be done online
using the forms in the Member Area or simply send me an email listing the three
main diseases, hosts and pathogens you are or have worked on.

Peter Williamson
peter.williamson@appsnet.org
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APPS Honorary Members & Fellows
Over the last few editions of the newsletter, profiles of the Fellows and
Honorary Members of APPS have been included in the newsletter and are
placed on the web. Written by colleagues, these profiles are intended to
introduce to you the luminaries of our society. The definitions of both are
outlined in the constitution, and can be viewed on the web page. Fellows are
people who have "rendered distinguished service to the science of plant
pathology", and Honorary Members are those who have "made an
outstanding contribution to the Society".
This profile is of Ric Cother, Honorary member 2005, written by Gavin Ash

Ric Cother - Honorary Member of the Australasian Plant
Pathology Society
Ric Cother completed a Bachelor of
Science Agriculture (Honours) in
1969 at Sydney University under a
New South Wales Department of
Agriculture traineeship paying just $4
per week. After this he accepted a
Commonwealth scholarship and
commenced a PhD in 1970. He
moved with his supervisor (David
Griffin) to ANU in 1971, where he
worked on survival of Phytophthora
drechsleri.
Following his PhD he was appointed
as a Plant Pathologist at Yanco in
1973, working on potatoes, rice,
bladder saltbush decline, onions and
other vegetables. He believed the
best disease diagnoses were carried
out in the field where a better appreciation of the problem could be formed and
still argues for a distinction between diagnosis and identification.
In 1979 he worked at IPO in Wageningen, Netherlands with the then guru of
plant bacteriology, Henk Mass Gesteranus. This is where his love of all things
bacteriological began. He became interested in the aetiology of disease,
especially soft rot Erwinia spp., and in endophytic bacteria that became
pathogenic when the host physiology was disrupted. In the next 15 years at
Yanco he was promoted to Research Scientist and Senior Research Scientist
before being transferred to the Agricultural Institute Orange to work on biological
19
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control of weeds using fungal pathogens - primarily Alismataceae weeds in rice
but also on the coastal weed, bitou bush. In 1989, he returned to his beloved
bacteriology and took over the role of plant bacteriologist after the untimely death
of Peter Fahy.
In 1995 he was appointed as a Principal Research Scientist, a position he held
until his retirement in 2008. During this period he was also the Senior Editor for
Disease Notes for APP and became Editor-in-Chief of the journal, a position he
held for 7 years. Along the way he had 14 productive years collaborating with
Charles Sturt University and supervised three PhD students there and one at the
University of Western Sydney. In the period 2005-08 he became the research
leader of an ACIAR-funded project in capacity building in Cambodia during which
the team identified 4 bacterial diseases in rice not previously known to occur
there, and a new species of Pseudomonas causing serious yield losses in rice.
When asked what his greatest claim to a moment’s fame was he replied “Publishing
the first paper reporting a plant disease caused by a human pathogen” (Pseudomonas aeruginosa in onions) in Phytopathology, 66: 828-834.) Only a
bacteriologist would give such an answer.
His claims to fame reach far beyond this. Ric has been a dedicated plant pathologist
and an inspiration to colleagues and students and a stalwart of the Australasian
Plant Pathology Society throughout his career.
He is also a hard man with the coin so he will enjoy the free membership.

“Watch this Space”
The 18th Biennial Australasian Plant Pathology and
4th Asian Conference for Plant Pathology Joint
Conference
27-29th April 2011
Location: Darwin, Northern Territory
Venue: Darwin Convention Centre
Details available at a later date
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ASDS 2009
5-7 February 2009
Thredbo Alpine Hotel
NSW, Australia

The planning for the Australian Soilborne Diseases
Symposium to be held in February is continuing with a full
program of presentations planned for the 5-7 February at
the Alpine Hotel. The full program will be released in mid
December.
It is still not too late to register for the conference at http://
www.conlog.com.au/asds/ where there is information on
accommodation, registration and the venue.
Come and join us in the Australian Alps for what promises
to be a great conference.
Gavin Ash
5th ASDS Convenor
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APPS
Newcastle
29th Sept - 1
October 2009
Invitation
The 17th Australasian Plant Pathology Society Conference marks the
40th anniversary of the Society. The conference offers participants an
opportunity to reflect on the achievements in a time of unprecedented
scientific discovery about the nature of plant disease. It is also a time
to ponder the directions of our profession amidst the challenges posed
by emerging diseases, food security, climate change, water, trade,
bioterrorism, consumer safety and preferences, and the opportunities
presented to agriculture and horticulture by biofuels, phytomedicines
and leisure activities.
The conference theme “Plant Health Management: an integrated
approach” addresses these challenges from three angles –
fundamental discovery, the application of these discoveries to practical
problems and the adoption of research. Keynote speakers will lead
plenary sessions focused on each theme, with concurrent sessions
based around offered papers and posters, with a supporting program
of special interest workshops and field trips.
This year the conference will be held in the Civic Centre of Newcastle,
a bustling, historic, post-industrial seaside city 150 km north of Sydney.
Newcastle boasts easy access from all major cities, a range of
accommodation, exciting cultural activities, superb beaches, and other
nearby attractions including the Hunter Valley, Barrington Tops National
Park and more superb coastal scenery.
On behalf of the organising committee I invite you to register your
interest, prepare a presentation and turn up to be part of this major
regional event.
David Guest,
Convenor, APPS 2009
http://www.apps2009.org.au/
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8th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop
Rotorua, New Zealand
The 8th Australasian Plant Virology workshop was held at Okataina Lodge situated
on the shores of Lake Okataina, Rotorua, New Zealand. This was the first time we
held one of the plant virus workshop series in New Zealand and it was well
attended with over 60 plant virologists from NZ and Australia and invited speakers
from USA, Netherlands and Spain.
Dr Marilyn Roossinck, Noble Foundation, OK, USA, delivered the plenary R.E.F.
Matthews Memorial Lecture (sponsored by University of Auckland) on plant
viruses she and her team have identified in native species in Oklahoma, USA and
Costa Rico.

Dr Marilyn Roossinck

Dr Ricardo Flores

Dr Ricardo Flores (sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Biosecurity New Zealand) from the Instituto de Biología Molecular y Celular de
Plantas (UPV-CSIC), Campus Universidad Politécnica, Valencia, Spain reviewed
viroid biology in the session on Virus-Like Organisms. This session also provided
an opportunity for presentations on phytoplasma and liberbacter research.
Dr Rene van der Vlugt, Dutch Ministry of
Agriculture and the director of the RIPO
plant virus collection was sponsored by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Biosecurity New Zealand, to speak in the
Virus Detection and Technologies session
of the workshop. Rene also provided
valuable input into a presentation and
brainstorm session on plant virus
collections.
Dr Rene van der Vlugt
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During the Plant Virus Workshop we decided formally to become a working group
of the Australasian Plant Pathogen Society with Brendan Rodoni (Victoria DPI),
Colleen Higgins (Auckland University of Technology) and Robin MacDiarmid
(HortResearch, now Plant and Food Research) stepping forward to formalise this
new status and to establish a website for Australasian Plant Virology.

Scott Harper (L) and Elaine Chan (R)

Congratulations! Elaine Chan
(Characterisation of plant protein
kinase R, HortResearch and the
University of Auckland) and Scott
Harper (Citrus tristeza virus
resistance-breaking strain in New
Zealand and the South Pacific, the
Universtiy of Auckland) won the two
“Best Student Presentation” prizes
offered by the Bio-Protection CORE.
The presentations were impartially
judged by Assoc. Prof Paul Guy
(University of Otago) and Prof. John
Randles (Adelaide University).

During the four day workshop there was lots of learning and laughter. The
atmosphere was relaxed, the science was hot - only out-done by the tour around
Hell’s Gate (a geothermal wonderland).
The next meeting will be held in Melbourne late in November 2010 and convened
by Brendan Rodoni, Fiona Constable and Linda Zheng from DPI Knoxfield.

Robin MacDiarmid, Mike Pearson and Francisoc-Ochoa-Cornoa – organisers of the
8th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop
Lake Okataina workshop participants
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9th International Congress of Plant Pathology
The 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology was held in Torino, Italy, 24-29th
August 2008, at the Lingotto Conference Centre, once a Fiat factory complete
with test track on the roof away from competitor’s eyes!
The theme for the Congress was “Healthy and safe food for everybody ”, with the
five keynote sessions developed to emphasise the role of plant pathology in food
safety and food security.
The topic that seemed to raise the most interest was that of bioterrorism. It is
taken very seriously in the USA, and this is now spreading to Europe. The USA
has declared a list select agents and toxins, some of which are plant pathogens.
These require significant levels of security and reporting measures for
laboratories and staff working on these organisms. The EU now has a project
“Crop and Food Biosecurity and Provision of the Means to Anticipate and Tackle
Possible Misuse of Plant Pathogens against Crops”. There are opposing views
within the scientific community as to whether deliberate use of plant pathogens
as bioweapons is a real or negligible threat. Some feel it is a very low risk, others
see it as an area of vulnerability.
Whatever the reasons, as long as funding is made available to develop the
diagnostic tools to detect organisms that threaten crop biosecurity, either
accidental or intentional, everyone will benefit.
The abstracts have been published in the International Journal of the Italian
Society for Plant Pathology, Journal of Plant Pathology (2008), 90 (2, Supplement)
August 2008.
With over 1800 poster abstracts (albeit significantly less posters actually there!!)
it was almost a full time job to manage to see them all in the allocated times. I
think the conference that eventually gets the posters sessions finished without
any complaints can rightly call themselves a success!!
Socially, it was a great time to catch up with colleagues from around the world.
Starting with the welcome reception at the beautiful Palace of the Rectorate at
the University of Torino, a social dinner at a winery in the Langhe region and
finishing with an opera show and congress dinner at the Conference Centre.
There were also the numerous outdoor cafés throughout the city where you were
sure to see someone you knew.
Thanks must go to Peter Williamson and Charmaine, who could be found most
days at the ISPP booth pushing the barrow for APPS and the journal.

Barbara Hall
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Views from ICPP 2008
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TRAVEL REPORT AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2008
International Congress Plant Pathology - Italy
Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique - France
Rothamsted Research – United Kingdom

Bonny Vogelzang (CRC National Plant Biosecurity / University of Adelaide / SARDI)
BACKGROUND
I am conducting research to develop methodology for nucleic acid-based detection
and quantification of fungal plant pathogens from spore traps. The purpose of the
research is to enhance early warning surveillance systems for detection of emergency
plant pathogens, and to develop a tool for epidemiological studies.
The main aims of my travel were
1. To attend the 2008 International Congress of Plant Pathology, Turin, Italy,
and present a poster entitled “Simplifying surveillance for air-borne fungal
pathogens” there.
2. To meet with scientists at Rothamsted Research, United Kingdom, and Institut
National de la Recherche Agronomique (Rennes and Avignon, France), to
discuss current research on the three pathogens used as models in my studies
(Mycosphaerella pinodes causing blackspot of field peas, Leptosphaeria
maculans causing blackleg of canola and Ascochyta rabiei causing ascochyta
blight of chickpeas).
3. To conduct collaborative research on detection of L. maculans by use of
spore trapping and molecular diagnostics
SUMMARY of travel outcomes
I attended the 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP), which was held
in Turin, Italy on 24-29 August 2009. Attendance at the Congress provided an excellent
opportunity to meet researchers from around the globe and to be exposed to current
research in various branches of plant pathology, including Airborne Diseases,
Biosecurity, Molecular Diagnostics for Plant Pathology, Precision Crop Protection,
Disease Management in Organic Farming, Soilborne Diseases and Innovative Disease
Control Strategies. I presented my research in a poster entitled “Simplifying
surveillance for air-borne fungal pathogens”, and this assisted me to make contacts
with other researchers in my field. Amongst the information I gained from ICPP, of
particular interest in relation to biosecurity surveillance were presentations and
discussions with Drs Boland, Schaad and Lievens in relation to multiplexing which
could be combined with spore trapping in a surveillance system for multiple pathogens,
and with Drs West and Narvaez in relation to spore-trapping technologies and
applications.
Following the workshop my colleague, Steve Coventry and I visited Drs Jean-Noel
Aubertot and Bernard Tivoli at the Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique
(INRA) in Toulouse and Rennes, France, where we presented seminars on our research
on development of monitoring methods and epidemiological models for pulse and
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oilseed pathogens, and gathered information on related research currently being
conducted at INRA. This included research on epidemiological modelling and other
aspects of disease management, particularly in relation to the canola pathogen
Leptosphaeria maculans, and the pea pathogen Mycosphaerella pinodes, as well as
details of some research underway on development of real-time PCRs for Pythium
species.
We then went on to visit Dr Jonathan West at Rothamsted Research in the United
Kingdom, where we discussed recent research involving spore trapping and molecular
diagnostics, and commenced collaborative research to compare methodologies for
detection of L. maculans on spore tapes.
Key learnings from the Rothamsted visit include;
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Methods to obtain a reliable supply of L. maculans ascospores for laboratory
experiments
Better method for insertion of tapes into tubes which may improve removal of
spores prior to DNA extraction
Demonstration of rotating arm samplers which may be useful for spore dispersal
studies
Information of effect of trap height for consideration in relation to spore monitoring
Demonstration of two different protocols for DNA extraction, which have potential
for increasing DNA yields from spore tapes
Comparison of different DNA extraction methods, which led to a deepened
understanding of the processes involved and ways to manipulate the processes
to obtain purified DNA
Some key factors to be aware of in DNA extraction
Demonstration of a different protocol for real-time PCR (Q-PCR), using SYBRGreen
Insight into some factors of importance in combining methodologies for DNA
extraction and Q-PCR
Measures to optimize Q-PCR (by optimizing concentrations of primers and probes)
Additional methods to test whether inhibition of the Q-PCR is occurring

A list of the major contacts I made at the conference and during the subsequent
visits is available on request.

International Travel Report
Cathryn Todd, University of Adelaide
During my travel I was able to perform experiments, attend various meetings and
two international conferences. The experimental work performed added value to
my PhD thesis by my being able to investigate the variability within the
Rhizoctonia subgroup AG 2 1 and work with isolates that were unavailable in
Australia. My interactions with researchers studying potato diseases, in particular
Rhizoctonia, enhanced my knowledge of potato production in general and specific
potato pathogens in the UK and worldwide.
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Scotland
Experiments
I spent 4 ½ weeks conducting experiments at the Scottish Crop Research
Institute (SCRI) in Alison Lees’ laboratory, which focuses on diseases of potato. I
had full access to facilities, equipment and knowledgeable staff and performed 4
experiments. While data are still being analysed preliminary results suggest that:
1. DNA sequence length (IGS1 region) is not able to identify subgroups within
AG 2-1 isolates from Australia.
2. DNA sequence phylogeny (ITS) does not identify fungicide resistant isolates,
country of isolate origin or symptom expression.
3. Pathogenicity to potato sprouts varies between isolates from AG 2-1.
Observed symptoms caused by an AG 5 isolate on stems and AG 8 isolate on
roots.
4. Of the 28 isolates tested all except two were sensitive to the iprodione
fungicide (one previously unknown and another isolated from a South
Australian field still used for potato cultivation) at the highest concentration
tested.
The experimental work at SCRI was conducted in collaboration with a previous
PhD student, James Woodhall now working at Central Sciences Laboratory, York. I
was invited to visit James to discuss his PhD results and tour the Plant Science
departments of this facility. I was able to meet staff involved in processing plant
quarantine samples and also tour the laboratories, which develop diagnostic tests
for plant pathogens.
I visited and helped score symptom severity in a field site in Ayr, Scotland
where SCRI staff were involved in a trial investigating susceptibility of potato
cultivars to late blight. This disease causes substantial yield loss in the UK but is
rare in South Australian crops and unlikely I would have had the opportunity to
see the disease symptoms otherwise. Late blight does sometimes occur in other
Australian potato growing regions and this experience may be a useful tool if my
career remains as a potato pathologist.
Meetings
I attended a workshop “Potatoes in Practice” in Invergowrie, Scotland
supported by the (formerly British) Potato Council, SCRI, Scottish Agricultural
College and CSC crop protection. The day was a knowledge transfer event where
researchers summarised results of field trials, specifically to growers, with the
visual aid of small plots. In these small plots results of market available chemicals
(herbicides, pesticides and fertilisers) trials were observed while seminars and
exhibiters were held indoors. This year the chemical trials were of particular
interest to potato growers as UK legislation for the reduction of pesticide use will
make the potato farmers pest and weed control methods more difficult in the
coming years. This annual event was well attended and would likely be a useful
tool in Australia for knowledge transfer.
I attended the “Improving International Potato Production” conference day in
Dundee, Scotland, organised by SCRI and the Potato Council. Presentations at the
conference ranged from sustainability of potato production to emerging markets
and future prospects with genome technology. This conference gave me an
impression of the importance of sustainable trade both internationally and
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nationally. From my PhD I understood that disease and environmental pressures
can influence the potato industry but I learned that government legislation,
consumer perception and demand also have a large impact on potato production
and trade.
I was invited (by Mike Storey) to visit the Potato Council’s Sutton Bridge storage
research facility. I spent one day touring the facility and observed general
facilities, operation, storage trials (with Adrian Cunnington) and pathogen
research (with Glyn Harper) performed at the facility. Current projects include
modified atmosphere treatments and the effect on storability of tubers for the
fresh, washed market and pathogen development during these types of storage.
This site has medium-scale storage facilities unlike any in Australia, hence I was
introduced to research procedures I had not previously been exposed to.
Berlin, Germany
I presented a poster at the International Rhizoctonia Symposium. I was also
invited to co-chair a session on “Suppression and Biocontrol”, a session which
generated much discussion. Presentations over the three-day symposium ranged
from sustainable disease control methods to molecular taxonomy, diagnostics and
pathogenicity of Rhizoctonia species. I was able to interact with prominent
researchers studying Rhizoctonia, including Stephen Neate (North Dakota State
Uni, USA) who previously worked at the Waite Campus. He studied the influence
of plant nutrition on disease susceptibility in wheat; in my trials I am using
methods based on this work. I was able to interact with, researchers and
students working with this fungal species. Feedback from my poster resulted in
discussion with researchers from Finland also working on Rhizoctonia disease of
potato.
Torino, Italy
I was invited to attend (as an observer) a meeting to discuss the development of
an international collaboration, aiming to reduce the impact of potato diseases.
This meeting emphasised to me the importance of reproducibility of experiments,
availability of methods via publication, the world-wide distribution of potato
diseases and introduced me to the numerous steps and constraints involved in
funding such collaborative research. I was able to meet researchers who
understand the impact of Rhizoctonia disease on potato in their own countries
and had the ability to compare results of similar field sampling and pathogenicity
experiments.
I presented a poster at the International Congress of Plant Pathology where I met
plant pathologists George Lazarovits (Agriculture and Agri-Food, Canada) who has
worked with Rhizoctonia and worked as a collaborator with the Australian Potato
Research Program (which supports my PhD). The theme of the conference was
healthy and safe food for everyone, however may invited talks focused on
agricultural sustainability, the impact of climate change and the use of molecular
techniques. My poster generated discussion with various researchers including
David Schizler (USDA-ARS), Jeff Peters (Central Sciences Laboratory) and other
PhD students who had also attended the Rhizoctonia symposium.
I would like to thank the Australasian Plant Pathology Society for their
contribution towards funding this travel and welcome enquires about or
comments on the experiments I conducted or meetings attended.
30

APPS December 2008, Vol 21 No. 3.

APPS NEWS is the official newsletter of the Australasian Plant Pathology
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6354, Fax 07 4930 9209, E-mail k.harrower@cqu.edu.au
Web Site: http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/

Photos in banner - Views of the ICPP, Turin, August 2008. Top to bottom: Venue of
welcome reception, Viticulture field tour, Langhe; Social dinner, Langhe; Potatoes anyone? Langhe; The 3 amigos at the ISPP stand; Concurrent session; Rest time in Turin;
See he really did go!!; Discussing the state of pathology!; Plenary hall; Fiat test track on
top of congress hall; Museum of Cinema - the emblem of the congress.
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