APPS Newsletter Vol 22, No 1

April 2009

In this edition:
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
8.
9.
12.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

President’s message
New members
Jottings from the Editor in Chief of APP
Regional council update
Regional news from South Australia
Regional news from Tasmania
Regional news from Western Australia
Regional news from Queensland
Regional news from New South Wales
APPS 2009, Newcastle - Invitation
Regional news from New Zealand
Book Review: Dictionary of the fungi
ASDS in Thredbo

This newsletter is evolving, as the business manager and the editor play with getting
the bet web based format for the newsletter. Please be patient. All suggestions on
look and layout welcome.
This edition has a great roundup of regional news and the start of lists of post
graduate students in each region. So far we may find it hard to beat Western
Australia!
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President’s Message:
Hearts and Minds for Plant Pathology
In the last issue of APPS News, I referred to comments by Australia’s Minister for Agriculture,
Tony Burke, that the world should not forget ‘the other GFC’ – the Global Food Crisis – in the
midst of the GFC that is pre-occupying our governments, the Global Financial Crisis. I went on to
note that there are other primary crises – the Global Forest Crisis and the Global Fibre Crisis,
and that these, as part of ‘Agriculture’ in the broad sense, also shouldn’t be forgotten. In The
Sydney Morning Herald recently, Paul Meyers, a former Editor of The Land, wrote:
If there's one industry in Australia that needs some decent PR, it's agriculture. There are
175,000 farmers who feed Australia and contribute significantly to global nutrition. But
they have lost the hearts and minds of the people who depend on them. Their status has
sunk to an all-time low, and they are now regarded, variously, as environmental vandals,
cruel managers of livestock and economic opportunists.
As Meyers noted, it is easy for Agriculture to be pilloried over chemical and water use and
environmental degradation, but greater effort is needed now, to educate the public about what
it really takes for them and the global community to be eating food, wearing clothes, reading
newspapers and using timber for furniture and homes in the 21st century. Meyers goes on to say:
Extreme views about agriculture are biting farmers hard, but losing control of the food
production imperative will be disastrous for everyone. Farmers may have lost some
battles, but the planet can't afford them to lose the war.
And while the challenges may range from global warming, to chemical use, to GMOs, educating
the broader community about plant pathology, ‘safe’ chemical use and the importance of
reducing losses to reduce agricultures’ ‘environmental footprint’ is a critical part of the way
forward.

Australasian Plant Pathology and Australasian Plant Disease Notes
2009 will see some significant changes for our Journals. Our Editor in Chief will be handing over
to a new Editor and Deputy Editor and we will be reviewing our publishing contract. Members
will be advised via the mailing list as we progress these important issues but we are keen to hear
“what do you want from the journals?”

A 10 Year Plan
At the recent Annual General Meeting of the Society, and in earlier feedback, there was broad
support for the 10-Year Plan for APPS. The plan provides a framework for our activities and
planning and there is scope for us to continue to improve member benefits while promoting
advancement and dissemination of the knowledge of plant pathology and its practice. And within
that framework, one challenge that is becoming apparent is to engage more strongly with the
rural community and the public, to ensure that agriculture receives the attention it deserves.

Food Security
Continuing on the “Food Security’ theme: This month saw the first issue of the new journal of
the International Society for Plant Pathology (ISPP) Food Security. Free access is being given to
the First Issue, and APPS members are eligible for discounted subscriptions. If you are interested
in taking a subscription out, follow the links. (http://www.isppweb.org/about_fs_flyer.asp)
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Ruby Anniversary Conference
Over the last 18 months, the organisers of the 17th Biennial Conference have been working hard
to plan our conference under the theme: Plant Health Management: An Integrated Approach.
The registration circular has recently been sent out – with deadlines for registration and abstract
submissions:
•

30 April 2009

Abstracts due

•

2 July 2009

Early bird registration closes

The conference will also be the key opportunity for us to celebrate our 40th Anniversary, and the
organisers have chosen a Robigalia theme for the Conference Dinner. This Festival was
celebrated by the ancient Romans (c 700 BCE), to placate the god of Rust (or Red Mildew), in
either a male (Robigus) or female (Robigo) form, and reduce crop damage from rust (Batten,
1999). The ceremony was later adopted by the Catholic Church into the Feast of Ascension. So,
in this time of world food shortages and GFC/s a Robigalia seems appropriate!
Conference workshops and field tours are also being planned at present – please take the time
and make plans to participate! Check out the Conference Website: www.apps2009.org.au. (See
page 13)
Greg Johnson and the rest of the Management Committee

New members:
On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome
the following new members:
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Mr Pierre Hohmann

New Zealand (South)

Mr Andrew Daly

Northern Territory

Miss Tu Anh Vu Thanh

South Australia

Ms Asmah Salowi

South Australia

Miss Endah Yulia

Western Australia

Ms Lori Miles

Western Australia

Dr Colin Hanbury

Western Australia

Mr Andrew Li

Western Australia
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Jottings from the Editor-in-Chief.
Hello again everyone
Greetings again from Rockhampton, which has been spared the wrath of cyclone Hamish. Since
my last jotting we have lost a couple of members of the editorial board. After a long spell as a
Senior Editor David Nehl decided that work pressures were such that he should focus on them. I
will miss David’s professional attitude and his attention to detail. David will now be a more
frequent author and we look forward helping him to publish his work. We have also lost the help
of Robin MacDiarmid who capably handled almost all of the virology papers for APDN. I invited
Robin to be a Senior Editor at the Adelaide conference and she has been of outstanding help
since. I am grateful to both of them for their outstanding service, ongoing friendship and
outstanding help.
I am about to invite two others to become members of the APP Editorial Board and we have two
new members of the APDN Editorial Board. Cherie Gambley from Queensland DPI was kind
enough to take over from Robin and she is handling several virology papers for APDN and doing a
great job. I wanted to snare another mycologist to help out with APDN and was most fortunate
to be able to persuade Lester Burgess to come on board. Lester’s wealth of experience coupled
with a bit of ‘spare time’ in retirement makes him a most appropriate Senior Editor.
At this date (23 March) I am now starting to fill the October issue of APP with good accepted
papers. The August issue is already full with 12 great papers and I am also processing the
keynote addresses from the last Australian Soilborne Disease Symposium for the August issue.
Thus, issue 38(4) will be a somewhat larger than normal issue with something of special interest
for the subterranean types amongst us. The next major task is to get the Newcastle papers
polished and ready for issue 38(6) due in December. Timing is critical and this depends on the
level of cooperation from the keynote and other speakers. I will be starting the ball rolling on
this today.
In order to avoid the long delay – maybe up to seven months – between acceptance and
publication I have taken steps to reduce the number of papers that enter the peer review
system. This will reduce the workload on Senior Editors and on reviewers. I, the Senior Editors
and reviewers receive no compensation for the work that is done but I am still surprised by the
time it takes someone to review a paper. I know of one case where a reviewer had not
submitted a review on a modest sized paper after 6 weeks yet, when that person had a paper in
the system I was getting regular emails after 4 weeks asking about the progress of that person’s
paper. We should handle the papers of others in the same manner as we would want our own
handled. I can also drag the chain a bit.
I have informed the Management Committee about my intention to retire due to ill health. I
have enjoyed the challenge since August 2005 but I must reduce my workload. I currently have
three research students still finishing, a modest undergraduate load this semester but a larger
one next semester. I have booked in for Newcastle and look forward to an official handing over
of the reigns to my successor who will also get the “warm fuzzy feeling” that I was promised by
my predecessor. I understand that some people have made enquiries but it would be nice if
others would step forward, perhaps even to help with the editorial load.
I hope this finds you well and enjoying what you do.
Best regards
Keith Harrower, (E-i-C, APP + APDN)
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Regional council update
Prepared by Christine Horlock

Who is the Regional Council?
The Regional Council is made up of all the APPS Regional Councillors and a Council convenor.
There is a Regional Councillor, or Council Team, for each state of Australia, north and south
islands of New Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Do you know who your Councillor is?
The Regional Council should not be confused with the Council of the Society, which is all of the
Regional Councillors and the Management Committee combined. Traditionally the Council of the
Society only meets at conferences.

What does the Regional Council do?
Although there have always been Regional Councillors in the society, regular meetings between
these Councillors is a relatively new phenomenon – three years in November. Meetings are held
roughly every six months, and at conferences.
The Regional Council has no set goals, other than to support Councillors in their role of serving
local society members. Interestingly, most regions have a slightly different take on what the
Councillor’s role in their area should be. This hasn’t been a problem though, and in fact it has
lead to lot of discussion about how Councillors, and the Council, can help the society and our
members be more active.
The Council has regular interactions with the Management Committee and the President has
called into our meetings on several occasions.
In this first update I thought it might be useful to let members know some of the topics that the
Council has discussed over the last couple of years.
1. Members:
a. How to best serve the ones we have, and
b. how to attract new ones.
2. Regional activities, including:
a. What activities would members like to participate in?
b. How to fund them – Regional activities cost money, what is the best and fairest
means of supporting these activities?
c. How to organise them for everyone’s benefit
d. Supporting Councillors when enthusiasm in a particular region is low.
3. Conferences, including:
a. Where to hold them?
b. Whose is going to organise them?
c. How can we help?
4. Management committee, including:
a. Seeking feedback on new initiatives – like the 10 year plan
b. Forwarding feedback from members.
5. APPS website:
a. What can we contribute?
b. How can the site work best for us?
Finally, the Regional Council and our Councillors are most interested in hearing from our local
members. Councillors are here to help member make the most of our wonderful society.
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Regional news from SA
SARDI visitors
Mark Sosnowski, Peter Magarey
PhD student Craig Austin from Cornell University USA spent 3 weeks during February 2009 in
South Australia, assessing powdery mildew on grapevines at Nuriootpa and Loxton Research
Stations in collaboration with Trevor Wicks, Mike McCarthy, Peter Magarey and Mark Sosnowski
of SARDI. This is Craig's third visit to SARDI after spending a total of 8 months conducting
research here over the past two summers on the effect of light and temperature on powdery
mildew development.
Another PhD student placement from Cornell involved Ms Michelle Moyer who worked with Peter
Magarey and team at Loxton Research Centre and Dr Ian Dry, CSIRO Plant Industry, for three and
half months to January 2009. This was Michelle's second stay at Loxton working on an
international model of the epidemiology of grapevine powdery mildew.
Laura Costadone, a masters student from Washington State University (WSU) in USA, spent 3
weeks in January 2009 working at SARDI with Trevor Wicks, Mark Sosnowski and also
collaborating with Bonny Vogelzang and Herdina. Laura is a student of Dr Gary Grove (WSU) and
is developing powdery mildew detection methods for improved disease forecasting, which will
help to improve disease management strategies for grapegrowers.
Dr Andrew Landers (Cornell University, USA) visited Australia in October to collaborate with Mark
Sosnowski and Trevor Wicks (SARDI) and Duncan Farquhar (National Wine and Grape Industry
Centre). The purpose of this visit was for Dr Landers, a pesticide application technology
specialist, to visit wine regions around Australia and deliver 16 workshops to growers and
industry personnel. Dr Landers is internationally renowned for his research on spray application,
in particular the development of affordable modifications to existing equipment to improve
spray application efficiency. The workshops were very well received by more than 500 attendees
around the country and feedback indicates that many of the practical ideas presented and
demonstrated are likely be adopted by growers, benefiting the Australian wine industry.
Florent Trouillas from University of California Davis (USA) spent 3 months working with Mark
Sosnowski, Adrian Loschiavo (SARDI) and Eileen Scott (Uni of Adelaide) examining the diversity of
fungal populations associated with eutypa dieback disease of grapevine in South Australia.
Collaboration with Wayne Pitt and Sandra Savocchia (Charles Sturt Uni) was also established
while Flo was in Australia and diversity studies have been extended to NSW also. Flo is in the
final stages of his PhD with Prof Doug Gubler at UC Davis and provided SARDI and CSU
researchers with new techniques and information which will assist in grapevine trunk disease
research.

Malaysian plant pathology links to SA
John Randles
I spent 2 months (December to mid-February) as a visitor to the Institute of Tropical Agriculture
(ITA) at Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) under Malaysian government funding, to collaborate with
a former student, Dr Ganesan Vadamalai, Senior Lecturer at UPM, on viroids in oil palm. The
Director of the ITA is Professor Sariah Meon, a plant pathologist at UPM who did her PhD in
Adelaide with Harry Wallace and John Fisher in the Department of Plant Pathology of the Waite
Agricultural Research Institute. The ITA appoints staff from the Faculty of Agriculture at UPM to
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promote postgraduate research and international research projects, and is in the process of
setting up molecular plant pathology facilities for work on diseases of tropical crops. UPM has a
MoU with the University of Adelaide and others to promote international collaboration in
agriculture. There is a strong demand for tertiary education in Malaysia and for the transfer of
appropriate research technologies. Malaysia is attracting international students into
postgraduate programs and is becoming an important supplier of research expertise and
infrastructure in the SE Asian region. UPM is the former agricultural university, known as
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia, but the name was changed to accommodate other faculties. ITA is
a way to preserve and promote agricultural research within UPM. Its website is
http://www.ita.upm.edu.my/.
In APPS we need to be aware of our near neighbours and their contributions to the profession of
plant pathology. The Malaysian Plant Protection Society is also a member of the ISPP and holds
regular meetings.

Other happenings at the Waite Campus
Amanda Able, Eileen Scott, Jenny Davidson
The School of Agriculture, Food & Wine in the University of Adelaide has recently changed its
structure so that it now has a Plant Protection research cluster. This cluster includes the staff
and students of APPS members Professor John Randles, Associate Professor Eileen Scott and Dr
Amanda Able as well as other academics with research interests in integrated pest management
and insect and weed ecology. The new plant protection grouping will help foster plant pathology
at the Waite in both teaching and research.
Peter Palukaitis, molecular plant virologist with an interest in plant defence against viruses, will
be visiting the plant virology group in March. Peter works at Scottish Crop Research Institute,
Dundee.
Dr Dale Godfrey has joined Eileen Scott's research group as ARC research associate, working on
milk components for the control of powdery mildew on grapes and vegetable crops. Dale
returned to Australia from the University of Copenhagen, Denmark in February to take up this
position.
Jenny Davidson gave a presentation at the GRDC update in Adelaide on 18-19th February on
research and validation of ‘Blackspot Manager’, the predictive model for blackspot in field peas
developed by Dr. Moin Salam of DAFWA.
Bonny Vogelzang attended the annual canola pathology workshop at Melbourne University on
26th February and presented her research on epidemiology of blackleg disease.
Pulse Breeding Australia’s annual planning meetings were held at SARDI on March 23rd-27th and
Jenny Davidson presented a seminar to the Research Forum at these meetings on ‘The future of
pulse pathology in Pulse Breeding Australia- challenges for the next 10 years.
New plant pathology students at the University of Adelaide include Rory O'Connor and Ismail
Ismail (working on Pyrenophora teres toxins with Amanda Able) and Jessica Bovill (working on
powdery mildew of grapes and vegetable crops with Eileen Scott).
Ian Riley gave a seminar to colleagues entitled 'Heterodera avenae in spring cereals on the
Tibetan Plateau and other sinophilic ramblings". Ian's seminar on the 26th February was part of
the annual SARDI seminar series which will run throughout 2009.
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Regional news from Tasmania

In this newsletter we would like to highlight some of the projects of our Tasmanian graduate
students. Please note, this list is not exhaustive, as some of our supervisors are currently
overseas:
•

Luci Agustini - Signs and symptoms of root rot in plantation hardwoods (MSc).

•

Damien Crowle – Viruses affecting hop in Australia (PhD).

•

Katie Dunne – Epidemiology of Botrytis bunch rot in wine grapes (PhD).

•

Shane Hössel – The role of phytotoxins in ray blight disease of pyrethrum and significance
of toxin tolerance (PhD).

•

Suzie Jones – Morphological and molecular variability in Phoma ligulicola (PhD).

•

Bhim Khatri - Potato Tuber Anatomy and Susceptibility to Common Scab (PhD).

•

Mick Lang – Epidemiology and management of walnut blight (PhD).

•

Cherie Livingston – Crown rot in Xanthorrhoeas (Grad. Dip (Honours)).

•

Peter Molesworth - Studies on the Synthesis of Nitrogen Heterocycles (PhD).

•

Tom O’Malley - Epidemiology and management of flower diseases affecting pyrethrum
(PhD).

•

Hannah Thompson - 2,4 Dichlorophenoxyacetic Acid Induced Resistance to Common Scab
of Potato (PhD).

•

Guy Westmore - Sources of Resistance of the Thrips Vectors of Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus
(TSWV) in Potato (PhD).

On other Tasmanian news: Dr. Jason Scott has returned to work with Dr. Frank Hay at the
Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research (TIAR), University of Tasmania, in Burnie. Dr. Scott
has recently completed post-doctoral studies focusing on Fusarium diseases of wheat with Dr.
Sukumar Chakraborty (CSIRO – Plant Industry, Brisbane), and Dr. Ruth Dill-Mackay (University of
Minnesota). Dr. Scott will primarily be working on the epidemiology and management of
diseases affecting pyrethrum.
Dr. Sarah Pethybridge (formerly of TIAR, University of Tasmania, Burnie) has recently joined
Botanical Resources Australia – Agricultural Services Pty. Ltd., in the position of Research
Manager.
Dr. Heshmatolah Aminian is a visiting scientist who arrived early January from the University of
Tehran, Iran. Dr Aminian is a plant pathologist interested in the production of toxins from
various plant pathogens. Among his tasks he will be attempting to characterise and identify
toxins from powdery scab gall lesions in potato. Dr. Aminian is working with Associate Professor
Calum Wilson and Dr. Robert Tegg at TIAR, New Town Research Laboratories.
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Regional news from WA
What’s the plan for WA in 2009??
We have made some exciting plans for 2009. Here is a list of tentative events to whet our WA’s
members’ appetite:
•
•
•
•

Autumn – Rusts seminar afternoon with visiting scientist plus networking sundowner
Winter - Training seminar – area of expertise still to be decided
Spring – Plant health research symposium
Xmas surprise

Stay tuned for the details as they come to hand…
Also, we would like to congratulate Western Australian students who have recently completed
their studies in 2008 in an array of areas pertaining to plant pathology and ecosystem health:
Vera Anjic, Rodney Armistead, Nola D’sousa, Michaela King, Muhammad Saqib, Ormonde Waters
and Craig Webster.
Best wishes to these students and we are sure to see them amongst our ranks into the future.

Dieback Information Group
DIG 09 - Cross Roads
Date/time: June 5, 9am-4.00pm
Venue: Murdoch University, South Street, Kim
Beazley Lecture Theatre.
Registration Costs: $40 students and
Community group representatives, $75
professionals. Ten free places will be provided
to students or community group reps upon
application.
Secure Online Registration:
https://www.secureregistrations.com/dig2009
More details: www.dwg.org.au
Contact for more information:
Libby.Burgess@water.wa.gov.au
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Post graduate students in Western Australia
Curtin University of Technology
PhD

Biology and Systematics of the family Dermestidae with special
reference to The Khapra Beetle

Luo Huo

Mphil

New methods to detect plant viruses in native species

Cuiping Wang

MSc

Detection and phylogeny of wheat streak mosiac virus

Stewart Vincent

MSc

Interaction of introduced viruses with WA native plants

Alex Rea

PhD

Classical and molecular taxonomy and pathogenicity testing of
Phytophthora species.

Amy Smith

PhD

The Introduction, Transmission and Spread of Plant Pathogens in Plant
Nurseries: using Phytophthora as a Model.

Andrew Li

PhD

Impact of feral pigs in the jarrah forest and their role in spreading
Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Angela Williams

PhD

Investigation of defence mechanisms used by Medicago truncatula
against the necrotrophic fungus Phoma medicaginis

Christian Krill

PhD

Investigation of the secondary metabolism of the wheat glume blotch
pathogen Stagonospora nodorum by HPLC/MS

Craig Webster

PhD

Characterisation of Hardenbergia mosaic virus and development of
microarrays for detecting viruses in plants

Dora Li

PhD

Resistance to CMV in yellow lupin

Endah Yulia

PhD

Fungal pathogens affecting urban eucalypts in Western Australia: Red
Flowering Gum (Corymbia ficifolia F. Muell) K.D. Hill & L.A.S. Johnson)
Case Study

Francis Kessie

PhD

The Phoma pinodella field pea (Pisum sativum) interactions

Francisco Tavor

PhD

Investigating basal stem rot in second rotation Eucalyptus globulus
coppice plantations

Gilbert Whyte

PhD

Fungal pathogens threatening the sub-tropical plantation industry in
Australia.

Huiphing Loo

PhD

Host-pathogen interactions of ascochyta blight in chickpea

James Hane

PhD

A bioinformatics approach for identification of pathogenicity effector
genes in Stagonospora nodorum and closely related necrotrophic fungi

Joel Gummer

PhD

Metabolomic characterisation of signalling in Stagonospora nodorum

John Blinco

PhD

Functional determinants of CMV genome

Jyoti Rana

PhD

Development of nematode resistant wheat

Katherine (Kate)
Taylor

PhD

Identification of Botryosphaeria species from tuart (Eucalyptus
gomphocephala) woodland.

Kobus Wentzel

PhD

The impact of tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala DC) decline on fauna
diversity

Kylie Ireland

PhD

The susceptibility of Australian plant species to Phytophthora ramorum.
An emergent threat.

Mark Castalanelli
Murdoch University
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Leila Eshraghi

PhD

The role of phosphite in inducing resistance to Phytophthora cinnamomi
in Arabidopsis thaliana.

Michaela King

PhD

The phosphite responsive transcriptome of Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Monique Sakalidis

PhD

Investigation and analysis of taxonomic irregularities within the
Botryosphaeriaceae.

Muhammad Saqib

PhD

Mapping a virus resistance gene in Medicago truncatula

Nichole Hammond

PhD

Evaluation of emergency plant pathogen surveillance systems and
surveillance methods

Nola D'Souza

PhD

Disease resistance to Phytophthora in Medicago truncatula

Ormonde Waters

PhD

Metabolism and infection in the Stagonospora nodorum-wheat
pathosystem

Papori Barua

PhD

Use of Lambertia species as a Model system to study the pathogenicity
of Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Patricia Stasikowski

PhD

An investigation into the mechanism of action of phosphite on the
defence system of Arabidopsis thaliana when challenged by
Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Peter Scott

PhD

The role of Phytophthora species in Eucalyptus gomphocephala decline
and the role of phosphite, nutrient and insecticide application in
controlling the decline.

Ramisah Mohd
Shah

PhD

Role of Ascochyta toxin in chickpea

Rodney Armistead

PhD

The impact of plant disease and cross disturbances on guilds of
mammals in Southern Australian ecosystems.

Sarah Jackson

PhD

Mycosphaerella leaf disease on Eucalypts in Western Australia.

Sheila MortimerJones

PhD

Analysis and detection of plant viruses in potato tubers

Simon Ip Cho

PhD

Pathogenicity of Stagonospora nodorum

Sonia Aghigi

PhD

Endophytic actinomycetes to control nematodes and fungal pathogens
and plant growth promotion

Vera Andjic

PhD

Phylogeny, phylogeography and movement of Kirramyces spp.
associated with leaf blight diseases of plantation eucalypts

University of Western Australia
David Savage

PhD

Use of computational models for development of novel strategies for
surveillance and eradication of fungal plant pathogens.

Diane Tan

PhD

Mycotoxic metabolites produced by Fusarium species associated with
Fusarium head blight and feed refusal disorders in Western Australia.

Harsh Garg

PhD

Resistance in oilseed Brassica species to Sclerotinia sclerotiorum.

Parwinder Kaur

PhD

White rust disease of Brassica juncea in Western Australia.

Xiangling Fang

PhD

Characterization and management of the fungal and Oomycete
pathogens associated with crown and root diseases of strawberries in
Western Australia.
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Regional news from QLD
South East Queensland APPS Seminar Days
25/11/08
The last seminar day for 2008 included an eclectic range of speakers from niches such as
entomology, molecular biology and soil pathology. Lyn Cook shared her results from phylogenetic
research of scale insects and the collaboration with the USDA for biocontrol of Melaleuca
quinquinerva in Florida. Shaun Winterton, the curator of the DPI insect collection in Brisbane,
spoke about biodiversity and the importance of having collections. Liz Dann and Peter Wilkinson
both shared their experiences from the 2008 ICPP conference in Italy and discussed the main
points that were raised at the conference such as climate change, Bioterrorism and disease
management. Neena Mitter spoke about the complex topic of RNA silencing and its applications
in crop resilience, and Atil Kumar talked about crop protection of rice in India.

19/03/09
The APPS seminars kicked off with some big plant pathology issues in 2009. Kathy Braithwaite,
from BSES, traced the history of sugarcane cultivation and the progression of its diseases
including some insight into Ramu stunt of sugarcane. Anthony Young, newly appointed molecular
taxonomist at the Queensland Plant Pathology Herbarium, talked about Xanthomonas wilt of
Banana and the strategies in place to deal with it in Uganda and some neighbouring African
countries. Femi Akinsanmi updated us on his recent work on husk spot of Macadamia and the
best fungicide treatments available to combat the disease. Finally, Andrew Miles entertained the
South East Queensland pathologists with knowledge gained from his worldwide mission seeking
information on citrus production systems and citrus pathogens.

Alistair McTaggart and Jenny Cobon

Regional news from NSW

The 17th Biennial APPS is coming to Newcastle. Newcastle is a bustling, historic, post-industrial
seaside city 150 km north of Sydney. Newcastle boasts easy access from all major cities, a range
of accommodation, exciting cultural activities, superb beaches, and other nearby attractions
including the Hunter Valley, Barrington Tops National Park and more superb coastal scenery.
For further information and to register, please click on www.apps2009.org.au/ or follow the
links at www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/
We look forward to seeing you in Newcastle!
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17th Biennial APPS Conference 2009
Registration now open
Call for abstracts now open
The 17th biennial Australasian Plant Pathology Society conference will be held at the
Newcastle Civic Centre, Newcastle, NSW from 29th September to 1 October 2009
Call for abstracts

Important dates

The presentation of innovative plant pathology
research is the cornerstone of the APPS conference.
The conference presents an opportunity for
researchers to network and share important findings.
The APPS Conference Organising Committee is now
inviting submissions for poster and paper abstracts.

30 April 2009
Abstracts due
2 July 2009
Early bird registration closes
Website
www.apps2009.org.au

Registration now open
Conference registration includes admission to oral and poster sessions, including a poster wine and
cheese evening, exhibits, welcome drinks and the conference dinner. Special student registration
prices are available.

Scientific Program
The conference theme “Plant Health Management: an integrated approach” addresses challenges
faced by Plant Pathologists from three angles – fundamental discovery, the application of these
discoveries to practical problems and the adoption of research. Keynote speakers will lead plenary
sessions focused on each theme, with concurrent sessions based around offered papers and
posters, and a supporting program of special interest workshops and field trips.

Rubigalia
The Conference marks the 40th (ruby) anniversary of APPS. The conference dinner will have a
Rubigalia theme, after the Roman festival to appease the Rust Goddess Rubiga. Wear red and
celebrate!

Further information
Please refer to the conference website www.apps2009.org.au
We look forward to seeing you in Newcastle
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Regional news from New Zealand
North Island members of APPS are breathing a sigh of relief as our summer field trials are
harvested and either assessed or in the coolstores. Now is our chance to write reports, conduct
laboratory experiments, report to our clients, write papers and apply for more money.
We attended a workshop on April 3rd organised by Monika Walter, Suvi Viljanen-Rollinson and
Robert Beresford on plant disease prediction that was held in the Plant and Food Research
Center in Lincoln. There were 24 attendees including several from Australia and Xiangming Xu,
an epidemiologist from East Malling Research Center in Kent, UK visiting Monika Walter. The
workshop yielded some interesting quotations from the keynote speaker including '"modelling is
really a simplification of reality" "all models are wrong but some are useful" as well as a very
good general overview of plant disease prediction.
We learnt a new word - "defuzzification" courtesy of KwangSoo Kim (Plant and Food Mt Albert)
during his talk on new ways of modelling (neural networks, CART= classification regression tree,
and fuzzy logic). Monika Walter presented a conundrum - how do you model a disease that
infects a plant symptomlessly and systemically before expressing symptoms induced by stress?
Kathy Evans and Robert Beresford presented results of a trans-Tasman epidemiological study of
grape Botrytis that also includes Jacky Edwards from Victoria. Other presenters were Suvi
Viljanen-Rollinson on onion downy mildew, Kerry Everett on apple fruit rots, Gareth Hill on false
negatives and false positives, Paul Shorten on algorithms for disease prediction, Mike Barley on
decision support platforms, Matthew Cromey on predicting take all in wheat crops, Dion Mundy
on Vinefax a grape disease information service and Oscar Villalta on an ascospore model for
predicting apple and pear scab. Also attending the workshop were representatives from Lincoln
University, FAR (Foundation for Arable Research), CSIRO and AgResearch.
We are also organising a workshop for the Australasian Plant Pathology Conference in Newcastle
on Microbial ecology: concepts and techniques - with Professor Alison Stewart (Professor at
Lincoln University and Director of the Centre of Research Excellence in BioProtection) as the
Keynote Speaker. Professor Stewart has 20 years experience in the control of plant pathogenic
fungi using antagonistic micro-organisms, with special emphasis on the naturally occurring
beneficial soil-borne fungus Trichoderma.
Kerry Everett
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Book review.
Dictionary of the Fungi, 10th Edition.

CABI Bioscience, UK
Published in Australia & New Zealand by CSIRO Publishing, Melbourne.
ISBN 978 0 643 09573 1 (2008).
Edited by Paul M Kirk, Paul F cannon, David W Minter and Joost A Staplers.
This is a must have book for anyone having anything to do with Fungi. I don’t think I can do a
better description than the website:
“This new edition, with more than 21,000 entries, provides the most complete listing available
of generic names of fungi, their families and orders, their attributes and descriptive terms. For
each genus, the authority, the date of publication, status, systematic position, number of
accepted species, distribution, and key references are given. Diagnoses of families and details of
orders and higher categories are included for all groups of fungi. In addition, there are
biographic notes, information on well-known metabolites and mycotoxins, and concise accounts
of almost all pure and applied aspects of the subject (including citations of important
literature)” (http://publish.csiro.au/pid/5998.htm).
Not surprisingly, Fusarium and Penicillium vie for the longest entry prize, both having just over 3
columns of references listed. If there are any longer I didn’t find them before I fell asleep!
Along with the usual suspects, there are also some unexpected entries: descriptions of beer and
brewing took me by surprise. Not being a connoisseur of the beverage, I was unaware that
“wort” was involved – I wonder how many people would still drink it with that name prominently
on the label??
There is a short user’s guide at the beginning, with some aspects expected there (like
abbreviations) actually in the dictionary. Other good inclusions are the authors listing: not only
found under their name, but also as a complete listing under the “author” entry. There are
good illustrations of fungal structures along with the descriptions. Separate dictionaries of
“chromistan fungal analogues” and “protozoan fungal analogues” are included.
It is well worth the cost and so far I have not found anything missing. However with more than
21,000 entries, trust me, I have not read them all!
Barbara Hall, Newsletter editor.

Good website to keep an eye on:
http://wiki.bugwood.org/Diagnosticians_cookbook
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ASDS 2009
The 5th Australian Soilborne Diseases Symposium (5th ASDS) was held in the beautiful surroundings
of the Thredbo Alpine village in February 2009. The meeting was smaller than previous meetings
but this allowed a great deal of formal and informal interaction and open discussions throughout
the meeting. There were over 30 offered presentations in addition to the five invited keynote
speakers, with the topics ranging from plant biosecurity, molecular aspects of plant defence to
capacity building in plant pathology in Vietnam. As we have come to expect from these
meetings, the quality of the presentations were of a high standard. One of the interesting topics
to come from the meeting was a discussion on “soil health” and the role that plant pathologists
and soil microbiologists have in benchmarking the concept.
Everyone enjoyed the surroundings, the mild weather and the excellent catering. The Charles
Sturt University wines seemed to be a hit, especially among those that kicked on after the
dinner. I am sure that there was some important soil borne disease questions answered during
this session, but no one seems to have the napkin on which the meeting minutes were kept.
I would like to thank all those that helped in making this symposium a success. These include the
organising committee (Ben Stodart, John Harper, Melanie Whitelaw-Weckert, Rose Daniel and
Stephen Allen), the session chairs (Alison Stewart, Barbara Hall, Ian Porter), the team from
Conference Logistics (especially Renae Sheperd) and our sponsors (HAL, GRDC, BeckerUnderwood, the CRCNPB, the NGWIC and the Graham Centre).
Gavin Ash
Convenor, ASDS 2009

ASDS 2010
The 6th Australian Soilborne Diseases Symposium will return to
the “off” APPS year next year, without an international congress
to avoid. It will also return to its home state of Queensland,
where the first ASDS was held last century!!
More details will be available soon, but we are assured “that the
situation is in capable hands and the meeting will be on the
Sunshine Coast in August/September 2010”.
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ASDS Thredbo 2009

Photos by Wadia Kandula and Barbara Hall

So where is the conference???

Intrepid explorers
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Due diligence!!
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