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President’s Message: Outgoing
This is my last report as I hand over the Presidency of our society to Dr Elaine Davison
and her management committee in Western Australia. I would like to thank my
management committee especially the tremendous input of Drs. Morag Glen, Greg
Johnson, Peter Williamson and Elaine as President Elect.
I would also like to thank Dr Lucy Tran-Nguyen as Conference Convenor and Prof. Mark
Sutherland as Chairman of the Scientific Committee for leading their teams towards the
delivery of a splendid conference in Darwin from 26th to 29th April 2011. This conference
and its associated workshops have been lauded by the many that attended and received
record-breaking media attention. It was a joint international conference of Asian and
Australasian Plant Pathology Societies, attracted 395 delegates from 32 countries other
than Australia and New Zealand including China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, Pakistan, Philippines, PNG, Thailand, America, UK, Canada
and South Africa.
The theme for the conference was New Frontiers in Plant Pathology for Asia and Oceania
and we learnt much about the issues, threats and developments in plant pathology and
crop protection across a broad range of crops; field and horticultural crops, forests and
natural ecosystems. The presentations and abstracts will soon be available on the APPS
web-site and I urge those of you who were not at the conference to have a look and those
that were there to refresh your memory - or look at something you missed! I am sure that I
will be going to look again at the presentation of Prof. Lester Burgess who gave the
McAlpine lecture. His long love affair with Fusarium is an inspiration to our younger
members, telling them that staying with the discipline of plant pathology will yield
dividends.
This brings me to my next comment; the society is becoming increasingly prominent and
with the move to Springer publishing its journals will receive even more international
attention. It is in a healthy position financially. I am sure that the incoming Management
Committee will be thinking about how to use the society and its funds to promote the
discipline of plant pathology, to assist in ensuring that our young people study plant
pathology and can have enduring careers in this discipline.
Good luck to Western Australia and I hope to assist you in my role as Immediate Past
President over the next two years.
Caroline Mohammed. May 2011.
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President’s Message: Incoming
Firstly I would like to thank Caroline Mohammed, immediate past president, and her
Management Committee for leading APPS over the past 2 years. The Society has been in
good hands. Caroline’s committee has realized many of the projects that were started by
previous presidents Rob Magarey and Greg Johnson. For example publication of the
journals has now moved from CSIRO Press to Springer and we look forward to increased
exposure of our work in the international arena, and the Advancing Plant Pathology fund
has been established and is attracting tax deductible donations.
The partnership between APPS and the Phytopathological Society of Japan is
progressing. An agreement on the proposed exchange of students was signed at the
recent APPS/ACPP conference. I hope that this will result in two students from Japan
visiting Australia for a short time later this year, with two students from Australia/New
Zealand visiting Japan in 2012. Are you interested in participating in such an exchange?
Applications will be called for later this year.
I have just attended the APPS/ACPP Conference Darwin and congratulate Lucy TranNguyen and her team for organizing such a successful event. Everything worked
seamlessly, the presentations were stimulating, the venue was superb, and the
atmosphere was so friendly. I was delighted to present medals to newly awarded Fellows
David Guest, Eileen Scott, and in absentia Alison Stewart, to Honorary Members Ian
Harvey and in absentia Graham Purss, and to Allen Kerr Prizewinners Andrew Miles and
in absentia Alistair McTaggart. In addition, I congratulated Dalphy Harteveld, Noel Knight
and Johanna Snyman for the best student oral presentations and Ismail Ismail, Matthew
Laurence and Arslan Qureshi for the best student posters.
I feel like Janus, both looking back at past achievements and forward to new opportunities.
During the next few months the management committee will be revising the Society’s 10
year plan (http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/Constitution/index.html)
and developing the 2 year plan for our tenure. This is your opportunity to contribute. How
can the society better serve the members? What are your gripes? How the society can
be smarter and raise its profile? Where would you like APPS to be in 2013, and 2021?
Please send me (e.davison@curtin.edu.au) your comments, ideas and suggestions before
7 June so that they can be considered at a retreat in the middle of that month.
Elaine Davison

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Date for your diary:
7th Australasian Soilborne disease Symposium
Fremantle WA 17-20 Sept 2012.
http://www.asds7.org/
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Regional news from QLD

I have not written for some time as so much effort had been spent moving to our new
facilities, that for a time, nothing else seemed to matter. The move was a massive
operation spread over a few weeks, but preceded by months and months of throwing out
junk some of us had collected for 30 or 40 years. Although now happily ensconced at
Boggo Rd., we do miss the more relaxed atmosphere of Indooroopilly and its more “rural”
surroundings. All phone numbers and fax lines have changed, but email access remains
the same (firstname.lastname@deedi.qld.gov.au).
We have just hosted our first APPS Seminar Day for 2011 in conjunction with Agri-Science
Queensland. The Seminar Day was held at our new facility, the Ecosciences Precinct on
1st April (no joke intended) which was well attended by over 80 people. Four very
interesting presentations were organised, as were tours for those interested of this new
state of the art facility. Most people prevailed themselves of the opportunity to have a good
look around and by all accounts were very impressed.
Associate Professor Andre Drenth discussed the impact biological science from Darwin,
Mendael, Vaviloa, Borlaug and many others has had on food production before outlining
the challenges ahead to feed an ever growing world population. Sharon van Brunschot
presented innovative concepts from her PhD studies in her talk “New technologies for
monitoring begomoviruses and their whitefly vectors”. In recognition for these brilliant
studies, Sharon has been awarded the Innovation Award for the CRC Science Exchange.
Dr Linda Smith presented her OCPPO scholarship findings from her study trip to the USA
in her talk “Training to diagnose defoliating strains of Verticillium dahliae” while Drs
Andrew Geering and Paul Campbell spoke of their recent trip to the USA and their
increased knowledge of diseases of tropical fruits.
6ASDS was a huge success at Twin Waters in August 2010 with many staff from DEEDI in
attendance. Graham Stirling and his committee organised the event that saw over 120
people in attendance with a packed audience at most presentations.
At the gala dinner following the recent AUSVEG conference held in Brisbane, Denis
Persley was awarded AUSVEG Researcher of the year.
The APPS/ACPP conference in Darwin was another huge success. What a fabulous place
with amazing facilities. Many DEEDI staff attended and we have all come away with a new
found excitement for plant pathology after everything we have seen and heard in Darwin.
For his PhD studies on husk spot of Macadamia, our own Andrew Miles was awarded the
Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize which was presented to him at the Darwin conference.
Alistair McTaggart was also awarded an Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize, but is presently
working in the USA so was unable to join us at the Darwin conference to collect his prize.
Jennifer Cobon.
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View of the old façade of Boggo Rd Goal on the left with the new Ecosciences Precinct
behind and to the right.

Don Hutton, Joe Kochman, Tony Cooke, John Lehane, Ros Reen and Jing Lin
inspecting the view from the rooftop of the Ecosciences Precinct on Seminar Day.
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Recent award recipients from Queensland include Denis Persley, Sharon van Brunschot and Andrew
Miles. Alistair McTaggart was unavailable for this photo shoot as he is working in the USA.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Packaging for diagnostic samples
A project supported by the CRC has produced a pamphlet on “How to send samples for diagnosis
in Australia”. This is recommended for anyone who wants to send or receive a sample for
diagnosis or for research. Contact either the CRC or email Barbara Hall for a copy of the pamphlet
(Barbara.hall@sa.gov.au).
The final report for the project is available on:
http://www.crcplantbiosecurity.com.au/publications/npb1601
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Regional news from NT

The conference has been and gone. Thanks to all delegates who attended, I hope you
enjoyed your stay. The conference brought together 395 delegates from 34 countries. On
behalf of the organising committee, a big thank you to the 11 plenary keynote speakers,
164 poster and 144 oral presenters. Conference photos can be found at
http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/, click on ‘events’ and follow the link
to the Darwin conference. The final handbook will be available soon.

Handing over of the ACPP flag to Thai delegates.
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There were multiple pre and post conference workshops organised by a fantastic group of
willing workshop organisers and Charles Darwin University staff who gave up their long
weekends. The workshops were attended by over 200 delegates. On May 1st, Barry
Conde and Mark Traynor (NT Department of Resources) along with Lester Burgess
showcased Darwin’s vegetable farms for 10 Crawford funded delegates.
A three day mango pathology workshop was held at Berrimah Research Farm from May 2
– 4 with over 30 participants, including 17 delegates funded by ACIAR and AustraliaPakistan Agricultural Sector Linkages Program. The program included theory as well as
practical components showing a variety of mango diseases.

Joint day at Berrimah Research Farm for Crawford and ACIAR ASLP delegates
(May 2 2011, photo by Brian Thistleton).

Hands on practical component at the ACIAR ASLP mango pathology workshop
(May 3 2011, photo by Brian Thistleton).
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ACIAR ASLP Mango Pathology Workshop participants (May 4 2011, photo by Brian Thistleton).

Mango Pathology Workshop Dinner sponsored by Nufarm (May 3 2011, photo by Brian Thistleton).
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Thanks to all conference and workshop sponsors, exhibitors and committee members.
Conference Organising Committee
• Lucy Tran-Nguyen (Convenor)
• Sean Bithell
• Jane Carter
• Andrew Daly
• Rebecca James
• Greg Johnson
• Rachel Meldrum
• Caroline Mohammed
• Jane Ray
• Gina Shaw
• Mark Sutherland
• Peter Williamson
Scientific Program Committee
• Mark Sutherland (Chair)
• Stanley Bellgard
• Sean Bithell
• Mark Braithwaite
• Victor Galea
• Morag Glen
• Jose Liberato
• Caroline Mohammed
• Philip O’Brien
• Gina Shaw
• Lucy Tran‐Nguyen
• Peter Williamson

Sponsorship Committee
• Lucy Tran‐Nguyen (Chair)
• Jane Carter
• Greg Johnson
• Caroline Mohammed
• Gina Shaw
• Peter Stephens
• Peter Williamson
• Doug Wilson
Workshop Committee
• Lucy Tran‐Nguyen
• Barbara Hall
• Rebecca James
• Jane Ray
Social Committee
• Jane Ray
• Andrew Daly
• Rachel Meldrum
• Lucy Tran‐Nguyen

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Date for your diary
Next APPS in Auckland, NZ, 25-28 November 2013. Notices will be on the APPS web site
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APPS conference report – travel award recipient from SA APPS,
Amanda Benger
Upon arriving in Darwin the climate difference compared to Adelaide was very evident – it
was warm! The welcome reception that evening was well catered for with foods from
different nationalities, a good reflection of the diversity of conference delegates.
The conference theme was ‘New frontiers in plant pathology’ and this was a theme that
came through in many of the presentations, especially those with a biosecurity focus.
There were some very interesting facts and innovations discussed in regard to biosecurity
which further highlighted the importance and seriousness of the risks that exist and of the
measures available to reduce these risks.
There were many informative, interesting and engaging presentations during the
conference, however a highlight of the conference for me was hearing Lester Burgess
present his McAlpine lecture entitled ‘A love affair with Fusarium’. I found this a very
engaging presentation which covered some amazing history of a career in plant pathology.
I appreciated the combination of a wonderful story woven with some very interesting facts
about research into Fusarium.
I also enjoyed the networking opportunities as there were so many people from around
Australia and the world in one place! It was a great chance to meet and put faces to
names of researchers whose papers or reports I have read. A particularly good
opportunity to meet researchers was at the student-mentor lunch. During the lunch there
was a panel of plant pathologists who were asked various questions including about their
career progression. After this we broke into smaller groups of students and mentors and
were able to have a more informal chat with the mentors with one of our discussion topics
being about employment in the discipline and what employers look for. This was a useful
topic to discuss as that is an issue that many of us students will face before long. It was a
very positive and useful part of the conference and I encourage students to participate in
any future mentoring opportunities.
The conference also gave me the opportunity to present my poster entitled ‘Preliminary
studies of Phoma koolunga, associated with ascochyta blight of field peas’. This session
gave me the opportunity to speak with other students and researchers about my work and
was again a good networking opportunity. The photo attached is of me during the poster
session.
Overall, I found the Darwin APPS 2011 conference experience a very positive one with
lots of opportunity for networking and learning about many aspects of plant pathology. I
enjoyed the diversity of topics covered and the mix of presenters. I thank APPS (SA
12

APPS May 2011 Vol 24 No. 1

Branch) for awarding me with a travel grant and GRDC for research support, which
supported my participation in the conference.

Presentation workshop
The SA branch held a 1 day workshop in April, prior to the conference. With 15 attendees
from the Waite campus, the morning was spent on developing skills in oral presentation
and writing an effective PowerPoint and the afternoon on how to design an effective
poster. The main point for both was to be sure of your take home message, and how to
ensure that it was clearly presented. The training was given by Margaret Cargill
(University of Adelaide), who with Patrick O’Connor has written a worthwhile book on
“Writing Scientific Research Articles”. The poster session was based on material
published by David Lindsay (University of Western Australia) “Scientific Writing = Thinking
in Words” (CSIRO Publishing, 2011). Participants found the day very useful, providing the
following feedback:
“I found Margaret’s presentation workshop very clear and helpful. In particular the part
where we learned about how to structure our talk starting with our take-home messages.
Margaret’s poster workshop gave me a much better insight into how to construct the title
for a poster and also how to prepare a poster handout. I found this information valuable
and will refer to these tips when preparing posters in the future.”
“Contributions from course participants regarding their concerns with scientific
presentations, were met with simple, obvious and yet invaluable suggestions for both the
13
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verbal and visual content of a presentation. Useful where your fear of not including enough
information in a presentation or poster results in the opposite.”
“I found the oral PowerPoint presentation section very valuable. You came away with a
great sense of knowledge that was brought about by speaking publically for 5 minutes
within the forum using the earlier teachings. Your mini talk was then peer reviewed by the
group in a non threatening way. By making you act on what was discussed in the
workshop you were putting into practice valuable skills immediately. These experiences
rounded off a very positive session and made you feel comfortable, increasing your
understanding. Margaret is a fabulous presenter with great depth, warmth and
enthusiasm; you never leave any of her courses without being inspired.”
“This course provided me with a greater understanding on the aims of a conference poster
and how to achieve a professional layout that will capture the viewer’s attention.”
“Very worthwhile – anyone who ever has to do a presentation or poster should attend a
similar course”
Looking at the posters at the APPS conference in Darwin, it was clear which of the
participants from SA and WA (who had a similar course) had taken to heart the concepts
of clear messages!

Christmas drinks and seminar
David Gramaje, a visiting PhD student from the Polytechnic University of Valencia, Spain,
presented a seminar on “Fungal trunk pathogens in grapevine nurseries: potential
inoculum sources and management strategies”. David discussed the occurrence of
grapevine trunk disease pathogens in rootstock mother plants and nurseries in Spain, and
the development of different management strategies to control these pathogens on
grapevine nurseries, such as hot-water treatments, chemical control and host resistance.
The seminar was followed by Christmas drinks and nibbles and the two door prizes of
book vouchers were won by Rohan Kimber and Kaye Ferguson. Hugh Wallwork was
welcomed onto the SA Councilor committee to replace Suzanne McKay, and Eileen Scott
congratulated as the APPS President Elect for the SA term 2013 - 2015.

David Gramaje in the vineyard during his sabbatical in South Australia.
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Regional news from WA

Introducing Kith Jayasena
Kith joins the regional APPS committee in WA as the new treasurer, replacing Aaron
Maxwell. Kith has been a cereal plant pathologist at the Department of Agriculture and
Food in Albany since 1999. He completed his PhD at the University of Adelaide under the
supervision of Prof. John Randles on virus epidemiology. He has worked at the
Department of Agriculture in Sri Lanka as a legume plant pathologist before migrating to
Australia. He has wide experience on with legume and cereal diseases.

Daniel Hüberli’s visit to the USA
The Global Root Health Forum held in Florida, USA during February, was attended by
DAFWA research officer Daniel Hüberli’s as well as 50 scientists from universities,
institutes, government departments, private industry and 40 technical experts from around
the globe.
Over the three days, continental overviews and keynote addresses on current research
were presented, as well as small group discussions to exchange ideas about current
issues, trends and research opportunities.
Primarily, the meetings’ focus was on Rhizoctonia solani and its control. This pathogen
consists of 12 anastomosis groups (AG) which have either a broad host range or are
limited to specific crops. In Australia, AG8 causes Rhizoctonia bare-patch in cereals.
Daniel presented a poster related to the current and future control options for R. solani on
cereals. Around the globe there are currently no chemical options available that offer full
control, apart from suppression.
Daniel said it was personally reassuring observing that my peers were also demonstrating
efficacy against this pathogen. We had the opportunity to see demonstration field trials that
showed efficacy on several crops. Chemical options for this disease will become available
soon – watch this space.
Prior to the Florida meeting, Daniel visited the Department of Plant Pathology in
Washington State University, where he presented a talk on his GRDC project on in-furrow
control options for cereal diseases and his former project at Murdoch University on
“Fishing for Phytophthora.” The visit was facilitated by Tim Paulitz, USDA-ARS research
plant pathologist and adjunct professor.

15

APPS May 2011 Vol 24 No. 1

The 90 attendees at the ‘Global Root Health Forum’ held in Florida from 21-24 February 2011.

Daniel at the poster session
of the ‘Global Root Health Forum’

Marianne Elliott, Daniel, Tim Paulitz and
Ebrahiem Babiker after the seminar at
Washington State University.
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APPS Fellows
Three new Fellows of the Society were announced at the Darwin APPS. “A Fellow of the
society shall be a member of the Society who has rendered distinguished service to the
field of plant pathology”.
(http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/Eminent_Members/default.htm)

David Guest
David Guest is a Professor of Plant Pathology with the University of Sydney. His career
began with a degree and PhD from the University of Sydney, and he returned there as
Professor in Horticultural Science after a stint with the School of Botany at the University of
Melbourne.
(http://sydney.edu.au/agriculture/staff/find_staff_member/staff_profiles/david_guest.shtml)
He has had a long association with research in Asian countries, and was recently
appointed as president of the Asian Association of Societies for Plant Pathology (AASPP).
President of APPS from 1999 – 2001, David Guest has been awarded APPS Fellow
because of his outstanding contributions in the following areas: •
•
•
•
•
•

Outstanding Teaching and Research Training in the discipline
An excellent record of Research achievements as evidenced by over 60 peer
reviewed journal articles, 10 book chapters and 2 monographs
An exceptionally effective effort in International Outreach with an enviable record of
translating basic research outcomes into practical outcomes which have benefitted
many smallholders in Southeast Asia
Effective communication of research outcomes through well received invited
keynote addresses at international conferences
Service to the discipline through editorial roles on scientific Journals, serving on
research boards, advising Government and industry bodies
Excellent service to the Australasian Plant Pathology Society.

Eileen Scott
Eileen, the president elect for 2013-2015 and member of the SA APPS Councillor
committee, is an Associate Professor with the School of Agriculture, Food and Wine, The
University of Adelaide. (http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/eileen.scott) Graduating
with honours from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, Eileen’s progression to acting
head of school with the University of Adelaide came via a PhD at the University of
Cambridge and positions at Cambridge and as a teaching fellow at the National University
of Singapore.
Eileen Scott has been awarded an APPS Fellow for excellence in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
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research on fungal and bacterial diseases of agricultural and horticultural crops and
natural ecosystems in southern Australia
her teaching in Microbiology and Plant Pathology at undergraduate level
supervision of a large cohort of postgraduate research students and post-doctoral
researchers, and
service to APPS, the University, and the community.
APPS May 2011 Vol 24 No. 1

David Guest (L) and Eileen Scott (R) receiving their “Fellows” certificate from Elaine Davison,
President APPS.

Alison Stewart
Alison Stewart is Director of the Bio-Protection Research Centre in Lincoln, New Zealand.
In 1988 she was appointed the first female Professor at Lincoln University and became the
Director of the Bio-Protection Research Centre, a Centre of Research Excellence (CoRE),
on its formation in 2003. She was made a Fellow of the NZ Institute for Agricultural and
Horticultural Science in 2006, and was recently made a Companion of the New Zealand
Order of Merit (CNZM) in recognition of her services to biology, in particular plant
pathology (http://bioprotection.org.nz/news/story/queens-birthday-honour-centre-director).
The award recognises her work in developing microbial technologies that reduce plant
disease and stimulate plant growth and the discovery of new genetic pathways in
Trichoderma biocontrol agents.
Alison Stewart is a worthy recipient of the award of Fellow, because of her contributions in
the following areas: •
•
•
•
•
18

Her work as a basic researcher – gaining a fundamental understanding of the
mechanisms operating in the patho-systems affecting New Zealand horticultural
industries
Her gaining very significant and broad international recognition of her research and
leading a comprehensive and extremely productive research program
Her creation of important knowledge on the mechanisms of action of biological
control agents, essential for the successful application of IDM strategies
Her outstanding work as an applied plant pathologist, particularly in the area of
biological control. Biological control products created in her lab are now being
widely utilized
She has supervised numerous postgraduate students during her academic career.
These people provide important contributions to research and administration in
APPS May 2011 Vol 24 No. 1

•

plant pathology, plant protection and other important fields, resulting in her broad
and far-reaching influence
The recent conferring of the award of Companion of the Order of New Zealand,
which particularly mentioned her contributions “to plant pathology”, is an indication
of the general and widespread recognition of her contributions.

The NZ Governor General, the Hon Sir Anand Satyanand, conferred the award of Companion of the
Order of New Zealand to Prof Alison Stewart

APPS Honorary Members
Two new Honorary Members of the Society were also announced at the Darwin APPS.
“An Honorary Member shall be a member who, in the opinion of the Society, has made an
outstanding contribution to the Society.”
(http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/Eminent_Members/default.htm)

Ian Harvey
Dr Ian Harvey worked for many years as a diagnostician and plant pathologist with the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (MAF) and AgResearch in New Zealand. In 1997 he
established PLANTwise, which provides independent plant health advice, consultancy and
diagnostic services to the agriculture and horticulture industries.
(http://www.plantwise.co.nz/)
(http://www.nzine.co.nz/features/plantwise.html?Rcat=Community&Tcat=People)
Ian has been made an Honorary Member of APPS because of his outstanding
contributions to the Society in the following areas: -
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•
•
•

Chair, International Congress of Plant Pathology organizing committee for the 2003
Christchurch conference. Ian was the face of ICPP2003 and the event was an
outstanding success
He was also a member of the 1995 APPS New Zealand conference organizing
committee
He was the South Island APPS Councillor between 1986-1993.

Ian has also made important contributions in the following areas: •
•
•

In 2006 he published a book on Brassica diseases and pests in NZ in conjunction
with the Foundation for Arable Research. A 3rd edition has been issued and
around 5 reprints.
In 2009 he worked with his son Ben to produce a unique book on pasture diseases
in NZ. This is the only currently available compilation on forage (grasses, clovers
and lucerne) diseases in the world
In the early 1980s, Ian discovered the connection between the Lolium endophyte
(Neotyphodium lolii) and ryegrass staggers of sheep, cattle and other livestock.
Further work lead to the discovery of the insect feeding deterrent effect of this
fungus in pasture grasses and the application of designer endophyte strains
conferring specific insect feeding deterrents without the concomitant animal health
problems.

On a lighter note, his musical contributions to APPS conference dinners have been
extremely well received!

Left: Ian Harvey receiving his certificate from Elaine Davison, President APPS.
Right: Gordon Purss
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Gordon Purss
Gordon Purss studied at the University of Sydney, first with a bachelor and later master of
Ag Science. He began his career as a plant breeder with the NSW Department of
Agriculture before moving to Queensland as plant pathologist with the Department of
Agriculture and Stock. He established the first plant pathology laboratory at Kingaroy,
initially in his own home, moved to Toowoomba to the newly established Queensland
Wheat Research, became Director of Plant Pathology Branch, Deputy-Director of the
Division of Plant Industry and then in 1980, Divisional Director, a position he held until his
retirement in 1986.
(http://www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au/History/APPS%20Presidents%206994.htm).
Gordon has been recognized because of his contributions to the Society in the areas
below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

He is a Foundation Member of APPS and was President of our Society in the early
1970s.
He also compiled an important historical account of the beginnings of our Society
and its first Presidents.
Gordon (now over 80) was very passionate about the discipline of plant pathology in
his working career and the contribution it could make to humanity.
He was a very effective researcher himself, making lasting contributions, particularly
in Phytophthora-incited diseases of field crops and wheat crown rot.
He mentored many plant pathologists including Ken Pegg, Joe Kochman and John
Irwin - who are all Fellows of APPS.
Gordon also contributed significantly to the agricultural industries of Queensland
through the senior administrative roles he held in DPI over a 20 year period.

Darwin 2011 awards
Congratulations to the joint Allen Kerr prize winners, Alistair McTaggart and Andrew Miles.
There were two awards this year because of the excellent standard of both nominations
received by the Society. Both contributions were very significant and provided unique
breakthroughs.
•
•

Andrew Miles, for his work on Pseudocercospora macadamiae which causes husk
spot in Macadamia.
Alistair McTaggart for his work on the systematics on the smut fungi.

Congratulations to the Student poster prize Winners - Arslan Qureshi, Ismail Ismail and
Matthew Laurence, and the Student Oral Prize Winners– Noel Knight, Johanna Snyman
and Dalphy Harteveld.
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Left: Andrew Miles receiving his award from Elaine Davison, President APPS.
Right: Elaine Davison with poster winner Ismail Ismail

Student Oral Prize Winners– Noel Knight, Johanna Snyman and Dalphy Hartevel, with Elaine
dabison (L) and Mark Sutherland (R).
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And the award for the best moves on the dance floor…….(more photos on the APPS web site ‐ )

And off…..
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