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President’s Message
Management Committee Retreat
The Management Committee held a retreat at the Department of Agriculture and Food
WA, on 18th June, to discuss the Society’s 10 year plan, and draw up a 2 year operating
plan. I am very grateful to APPS members who sent me their comments, suggestions and
grumbles beforehand. These too were discussed and feedback has been provided to
those who contributed. Many of the suggestions related to planning for APPS’s continued
growth as an efficiently managed and respected regional society, and have been
incorporated into our planning for the next two years. The 2011-2013 plan has been
posted on the website, and can be viewed at
http://www.appsnet.org/Constitution/APPS_2_year_plan_2011-2013.pdf

Management Committee retreat meeting, June 2011. From left to right: Andre Drenth (Chair
Finance Committee), Bill Macleod (Vice-President), Elaine Davison (President), Kerry Everett
(Convener 2013 APPS Conference), Richard Oliver (Vice-President), Phil O’Brien (Editor-In-Chief
Australasian Plant Pathology), Eileen Scott (President Elect), Sarah Collins and Daniel Huberli
(joint Executive Secretaries) Caroline Mohammed (Immediate Past President). Phone hook-up:
Peter Williamson (Business Manager). Apologies Giles Hardy (Treasurer), John Randles (Chair
Awards Committee), David Guest (President Asian Association of Societies of Plant Pathology).
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Student exchanges with Japan
The partnership between APPS and the Phytopathological Society of Japan is progressing
slowly. Two Japanese students or young researchers are expected to visit Australia later
this year, with both APPS and PSJ contributing to the cost of their visit.
A reciprocal visit to Japan of two students from Australia/New Zealand will occur in 2012.
APPS has been successful in obtaining a grant from the Australia-Japan Foundation
towards the cost of these visits. Additional funding will be provided by APPS and PSJ.
Are you interested in participating in such an exchange, or do you know of a student who
would benefit from visiting colleagues in Japan? Applications will be called for later this
year.

Awards Committee
One of the outcomes from the Retreat was to look at the composition and terms of
reference of the Society’s various committees. The Awards Committee is one such. It has
been efficiently run for the past 4 years by Dr Rob Magarey; I thank him for his effective
leadership over this time.
Membership of this Committee is by invitation: eligible members are Fellows and Honorary
members of APPS together with Allen Kerr awardees. The new committee membership is:







Professor John Randles, chairman 2011-2013, retires 2015
Professor Richard Falloon, retires 2013
Professor Lester Burgess, chairman 2013-2015, retires 2017
Dr Louise Morin, retires 2013
Dr Amanda Able, retires 2015
Professor Caroline Mohammed (representing the Management Committee), retires 2013

The terms of reference are to solicit and review nominations for Fellows and Honorary
members of the Society, and recipients of the Allen Kerr Prize. Also to review other
matters relating to awards given by the Society. I look forward to working with them in the
future.

Finance Committee
Another of APPS’ committees is the Finance Committee. In 2007 Dr Graham Stirling
undertook an extensive review of the Society’s finances, and suggested that a Finance
Committee should be established to consider the current financial situation and future
directions. This Committee was chaired by Dr Greg Johnson during 2009 – 2011.
The membership of this Committee is open to all. The new committee membership is:





Dr Andre Drenth, chairman 2011-2013, retires 2015
Dr Greg Johnson, retires 2013
Dr Ian Harvey, chairman 2013-2015, retires 2017
Professor Giles Hardy (treasurer APPS), retires 2013.

The terms of reference are: to provide advice to the Treasurer on financial matters
affecting the Society, to review the overall financial situation (once during the 2 year term)
and provide advice to the Management Committee on that matter, and to investigate new
revenue streams, oversee their development into profit making enterprises and
management income and expenditure during the development phase.
Elaine Davison, e.davison@curtin.edu.au
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News from the Business Manager
It’s been quite busy in the APPS office in recent months. Many changes have been taking
place in an effort to simplify the administration of the society.
Firstly, the APPS web site has moved to a new server with a new domain name. The
official domain for APPS is now www.appsnet.org . The long domain
www.australasianplantpathologysociety.org.au will be retained by the society and DNS
hosted on a server where it will automatically redirect traffic to the new web site.
The public area of the new web site has not noticeable changed as yet but will be revised
in the near future. One minor change is better SPAM security on submission forms.
Validation control similar to that shown below will now appear on all APPS forms.

The member area is a completely new construction. The member area is now controlled
by a SQL server set up within the ASP.NET v4 framework. This framework allows for
scripting and design using free software such as Visual Web Developer and SQL Server
Management Studio. The advantages are many but one of the most useful is the ability to
instantly retrieve forgotten passwords. Increased security, registration and level control are
also very useful features of the new system.
Scripting in C++ is not something I wished to learn so all credit goes to my son Oliver.
Oliver completely constructed the new member area based on an asp.net member profiler
and migrated the old Access Database. He has also developed a very easy online control
panel for database administration. In short, the Society can run continuously without the
need for annual scripting or database changes.
One of the most noticeable changes will soon become apparent to members. All APPS
credit card subscription payments are now processed through the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia using their online ishop and evolve merchant facilities. This process is cheaper
for APPS, comes under the security and guarantee of the bank and increases the types of
cards accepted.
However, there are a few annoying restrictions. Some pages in the shop are not able to be
customized and may not seem relevant to members. Members do not need to register to
make a payment. First name, surname and email are all that is required. However, it is a
little confusing as to where this information needs to be entered. In fact the heading is “Are
you new here?”. Remember, the questions on this page are from the bank and not from
APPS. I have embedded screen shots below with instructions in red text which may help
explain.
One final point to remember is the issue of receipts. If members wish to keep a copy of
their receipt they will need to print or save the final page following the credit card
submission.
If anyone needs help or further explanation, please don’t hesitate to ask.
Peter Williamson
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News from the Editor-in-Chief
Growth of APP continues to be strong with 176 manuscripts submitted this year. In
comparison we had 219 submissions last year. We are seeing significant increases in
submissions from India and China. Currently India (32) lags just behind Australia (34), in
numbers of submissions. Other countries whose submissions are in double figures are
China (19), Iran (23), and Brazil (11). Submissions in single figures have been received
from 33 other countries.
As you all know by now APP and APDN moved to Springer at the beginning of the year
and are now accessed through the Springer website. Since the move, Springer have sent
out 7.5 million TOC alerts to 648,000 subscribers. In the first part of this year, APP and
APDN were the best performing email alerts within Springer. The number of downloads
from the APP site increased steadily in the Jan – Apr 2011 period.
Phil O’Brien

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dates for your diary:
7th Australasian Soilborne disease Symposium
Fremantle WA 17-20 Sept 2012.
http://www.asds7.org/

10th International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP2013) in Beijing, China, 25-30 August
2013. http://www.icppbj2013.org/



10th International Mycological Congress (IMC10) in Bangkok, Thailand. 3–8 August 2014.



29th International Horticultural Congress, “Horticulture - sustaining lives, livelihoods and
landscapes”, in Brisbane, Australia. 17–24 August 2014. www.ihc2014.org
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Regional news from QLD

The latest in the APPS/Agri-Science
Queensland seminar series was held at
Maroochy Research Station, Nambour on the
23rd of June. Over 60 people, mainly plant
pathologists past and present, were in
attendance for the auspicious occasion which
began with a presentation of an honorary
membership to Gordon Purss (right) in
recognition of outstanding service to the
Society. Gordon was a foundation member of
APPS, served as president in 1973/74, and
made many significant contributions to the field
of plant pathology from 1950 until his retirement
in 1986. In Gordon’s words, the award “made an
old man very happy”. Visiting scientist PierreYves Teycheney gave us an overview of CIRAD
activities in Guadeloupe and spoke about his
current work in attempting to tame infectious
endogenous banana streak virus sequences so
that valuable traits from the Musa balbisiana
genome can be utilised in their breeding
program. Results presented by him suggest that
the CIRAD team have successfully bred an
improved M. balbisiana type that is lacking the
loci that contain the infectious viral sequences.
The doyen of strawberry pathology, Don Hutton, then reflected on his 43 years of service
with a trip down memory lane as he recalled his early years at Kingaroy and Indooroopilly
followed by accounts of the myriad of strawberry diseases he has worked on in his time at
Nambour. His passion for plant pathology and his love of collaborating with and
encouraging others were evident in a humorous and heartfelt reflection on his career.
Following a delicious lunch, with more than ample fresh strawberries, Andrew Miles
presented his seminar entitled, “Breeding for disease resistance in citrus: The uncommon
commonsense solution”. Andrew described his low-budget/low-tech approach, which is
quickly and effectively screening large numbers of mandarin crosses at an early stage of
the breeding program, in order to identify much needed Alternaria brown spot resistance
for new varieties. Andrew Geering rounded out the day’s proceedings with further tales
from his travels to the neo-tropics. Andrew detailed the devastating effects that the new
encounter disease, Laurel Wilt, is having on native Lauraceous species in the United
States and it’s potential impact on the avocado industry in that country. He also described
the fascinating interaction between the disease’s fungal pathogen, Raffaelea lauricola, and
its ambrosia beetle vector.
Wayne O’Neill
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Guests congregating before the presentations at Maroochy Research Station, Nambour

Don Hutton and Denis Persley enjoying the proceedings at Don’s farewell seminar presentation.
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NSW is still looking for a new Regional Councillor (or even a cocouncillor!)
If you are interested in taking on the position of Regional Councillor in NSW, or even
sharing it, please let me know!!

NSW APPS Members in the media
Members of the APPS from NSW featured strongly in the media over the last month.
UG99 on Catalyst
On 4 August, the ABC series Catalyst featured a story on Stem Rust, including an
interview with Prof. Robert Park from the Plant Breeding Institute at the University of
Sydney, and the work that his team is doing on the destructive UG99 strain. Following
testing in Kenya, many Australian wheat varieties have been found to be susceptible to
UG99. Resistance genes are currently being characterised and the most promising so far
is SR2, a gene that is linked to the accumulation of melanin. If you missed the episode of
Catalyst on the ABC, you can still watch it here:
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/3285577.htm
Fruit imports, biosecurity risks and free trade
Recently, the import of apples into Australia from New Zealand and China, and the risk of
diseases such as Fire Blight, has made headlines. Prof. David Guest from the University of
Sydney, was interviewed on the ABC’s ‘Bush Telegraph’ program, agricultural and political
experts. You can read more, and listen to the program here:
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/telegraph/content/2011/s3288023.htm
Rosalie Daniels
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New regional committee members required
Both Sarah Collins and Daniel Hüberli are resigning at the end of the calendar year after
serving on the regional council for five years. During this time the regional council has
produced a number of key initiatives including “pathogen of the month” (now hosted by
Qld), the annual student and early career symposium (now in its 5th year) and a range of
workshops. To continue with these and new activities, the remaining committee is looking
for new volunteers to serve in 2012 on the regional council. Please send your interest to
Kirsty Bayliss: k.bayliss@murdoch.edu.au

Plant Heath and Protection Research Symposium
Now in its fifth year, the symposium will showcase research from WAs major institutions
related to Plant Health and Protection. The date has yet to be confirmed, but will occur in
late October as in previous years. For updated information on the symposium see the
Events webpage on the APPS website. We are accepting presentation titles from all
interested participants that fit into the student (honours, masters and PhDs) and early
career researcher (<4 years after completion of the highest degree) category. Remember
slots always fill quickly, so nominate yourself or your student/s as soon as possible to
avoid disappointment. As in previous years, we will have some great prizes up for grabs.
Send titles and questions related to symposium to Daniel Hüberli at
daniel.huberli@agric.wa.gov.au

Visiting Scholar from China at the Department of Agriculture and Food
WA
Professor Zhaoxiang Chai arrived at the Department in June as a visiting scholar from the
Gansu Agricultural University supported by China Scholarship Council to pursue research
in Australia for a period of 12 months. He is working alongside plant pathologists, Daniel
Hüberli and Sarah Collins, on root fungal pathogens and nematodes in broad acre crops.
Zhaoxiang, or Joshua as he is known by his plant pathologists colleagues, has already
explored several Rhizoctonia cereal trials across the wheatbelt of WA with Daniel and his
team.
Zhaoxiang (Joshua) has worked on a range of foliar and root diseases and their control in
agricultural and horticultural crops, Chinese herbal plants, and greenhouse vegetables. He
will remain at the department until the end of May 2012, which will give him plenty of
opportunity to interact with researchers in WA and become familiar with our cropping
systems.
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Professor Zhaoxiang Chai meets with Crop Protection research officers at the Department of
Agriculture and Food, WA. Sitting (L to R): Hossein Golzar, Zhaoxiang Chai, Daniel Hüberli, and
Ravjit Khangura. Standing (L to R): Sarah Collins, Brenda Coutts, Bill MacLeod, Dorthe
Jorgensen, Dominie Wright, Geoff Thomas, Manisha Shankar and Shahajahan Miyan.

Introducing Kirsty Bayliss – The new regional secretary
Kirsty Bayliss replaces Chris Dunne in the role of regional
secretary shared with Daniel Hüberli. Kirsty is the CRC National
Plant Biosecurity program leader for education and training. She is
a plant pathologist and has worked on plant diseases affecting
many crops including pastures, legumes, and oilseeds as well as
native ecosystems and plantations. In her current role, Kirsty is
responsible for coordinating the PhD training program within the
CRCNPB. She also develops various workshops and training days
for staff and students working in plant biosecurity, and oversees
the running of a successful school education program. Based at
Murdoch University in Perth, Kirsty is the Academic Chair for the
new degree program in plant biosecurity which commenced in 2010.
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Workshop on conference posters and presentations
The WA Branch presented a workshop with Professor David Lindsay on preparing posters
and oral presentations for conferences in April, just prior to the Darwin conference. The
course was designed for anyone wanting to learn how to engage conference audiences
with their paper or poster.
Professor Lindsay travels the world teaching researchers about scientific communication.
Now an Emeritus Professor at the University of Western Australia, he developed and for
many years taught units in science and its communication, and scientific extension, to
undergraduates in the Faculty of Agriculture. Professor Lindsay also authored ‘A Guide to
Scientific Writing’ which can be found on the bookshelves of most scientists. His new book
‘Scientific Writing=Thinking in Words’ was published in February 2011.
In the morning session, we covered the principles of good oral presentations, with poster
preparation in the afternoon. David spoke about what to say in a presentation, and more
importantly, how to say it. Emphasis in both sessions was on capturing the audience, and
more importantly, keeping their attention. We also looked at what NOT to do, such as
avoiding the use of cluttered slides, and irrelevant images. The poster session focused on
the content, and how to grab the attention of passers-by so that they will stop and talk to
you about your work. One of the most important lessons of the day was that the
technology that we use for creating presentations and posters is designed to inform, not
impress, and that it should not draw attention away from the main message.
Everyone was required to bring a poster and/or oral presentation and to actively participate
in the workshop. A number of changes were made to the talks and posters as the day
progressed, and even some of our more seasoned presenters went home armed with the
knowledge and skills required to help convert them from good presenters, to great
presenters. The success of the workshop was evident in some of the great presentations
and posters in Darwin.

Professor David Lindsay giving feedback on a poster during the workshop.
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New Publications from WA
We would like to highlight some new papers from our WA members since the last
newsletter. Please send any of your new papers that you would like featured here in the
next edition to Daniel Hüberli at daniel.huberli@agric.wa.gov.au
Berkowitz O, Jost R, Pearse SJ, Lambers H, Finnegan PM, Hardy GE, O'Brien PA (2011)
An enzymatic fluorescent assay for the quantification of phosphite in a microtiter plate
format. Analytical Biochemistry. DOI: 10.1016/j.ab.2011.01.014
Collins S, McComb JA, Howard K, Shearer BL, Colquhoun IJ, Hardy GESJ (2011) The
long-term survival of Phytophthora cinnamomi in mature Banksia grandis killed by the
pathogen. Forest Pathology DOI: 10.1111/j.1439-0329.2011.00718.x
Hüberli D, Garbelotto M (2011) Phytophthora ramorum is a generalist plant pathogen
with differences in virulence between isolates from infectious and dead-end hosts.
Forest Pathology DOI: 10.1111/j.1439-0329.2011.00715.x
Ireland KB, Hüberli D, Dell B, Smith IW, Rizzo DM, Hardy GESJ (2011) Potential
susceptibility of Australian native plant species to branch dieback and bole canker
diseases caused by Phytophthora ramorum. Plant Pathology DOI: 10.1111/j.13653059.2011.02513.x
Jackson SL, Bayliss KL (2011) Spore traps need improvement to fulfil plant biosecurity
requirements. Plant Pathology DOI: 10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02445.x
Jung T, Stukely MJC, Hardy GESJ, White D, Paap T, Dunstan WA, Burgess TI (2011)
Multiple new Phytophthora species from ITS Clade 6 associated with natural
ecosystems in Australia: evolutionary and ecological implictions. Persoonia 26, 13-39.
Jung T, Burgess TI, Hüberli D, Hardy GESJ, Stukely MJC (2011) Phytophthora fluvialis.
Persoonia 26, 146-147.

Obituary – Professor Henry (Harry) Wallace
July 26, 2011 Aged 86 years. “A life of great contributions to Science"
Henry Robert (Harry) Wallace was Professor of Plant Pathology, Waite Agricultural
Research Institute, University of Adelaide from 1971-89. He wrote on the subject of plant
nematodes and was interested in conservation, landcare and national parks. Born in
Cleveley, Lancashire, England, he studied at Liverpool University following a stint in the
navy at the end of WWII. He moved to Australia in 1963 as the Chief Research Scientist
with the CSIRO Division of Horticultural Research until moving to the Waite. He retired in
1989.
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Changes to fungal nomenclature
Significant changes for fungal nomenclature introduced at the
Melbourne International Botanical Congress
During the Nomenclature Section of the International Botanical Congress held in
Melbourne in July, 300 scientists met to discuss and vote on changes to the Code that
governs the names of plants (and fungi).
A number of very significant changes to the rules dealing with the names of fungi were
introduced—perhaps the most significant set of changes ever introduced at one Congress.
The Melbourne Code will be published in mid 2012. Normally, changes take effect from the
publication of the Code (and are then retroactive unless specifically limited in time).
Unusually, three changes (allowance of Latin or English for diagnoses or descriptions;
electronic publication being effective; and registration of fungi names) come into force
before the Code will be published, on 1 January 2012—indicating the wish of the
Nomenclature Section to rapidly modernise the Code.
In short, the changes that particularly affect mycologists are:
(1) The Code changes its name to include fungi: The International Code of
Nomenclature for Algae, Plants and Fungi.
(2) Valid publication now allowed in either Latin or English.
(3) Electronic only publication allowed (in pdf format in a publication with an ISSN or
ISBN).
(4) Registration of fungi names will be necessary for valid publication.
(5) Microsporidia are excluded from the Code (and will be covered by the International
Code of Zoological Nomenclature).
(6) Typification of sanctioned names has been clarified.
(7) Current Article 59 deleted.
(8) Governance of names of fungi remains with IBC.
The most significant change for mycologists has been the deletion of the current Article 59,
dealing with names of fungi with a pleomorphic life cycle, and creation of an entirely new
Article 59 that comes into effect on 1 Jan 2013. From that time, fungi will be treated the
same as other organisms covered by the Code, and there will be one name for each
species of fungus. Separate names for anamorph and teleomorph states of the same
fungus will no longer be allowable under the Code.
This change to the Code will potentially lead to numerous name changes for fungi, such as
where the name for the anamorph state is older than the name for the corresponding
teleomorph. However, it is vital to note that there is a clear intention that any such cases
that are destabilising for established names (such as for important plant pathogens) will be
dealt with by the existing conservation procedures under the Code. International
committees will be established for important groups of fungi, under the International
Commission for the Taxonomy of Fungi, and lists of names for conservation will be drawn
up en masse, for submission to the Nomenclature Committee for Fungi for assessment.
There is absolutely no need in the interim for any rush to introduce new combinations in
anticipation of the forthcoming changes relating to anamorph and teleomorph names.
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Undoubtedly, some names will change (particularly as far as genera) but the change
should be managed so that there is the least disruption to established names.
A detailed report on the outcomes of the Nomenclature Section will be published in the
October issue of the journal Taxon and will be available on line at:
<http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/iapt/tax>
See also:
 Decisions of the Congress on nomenclature:
<http://www.scienceinpublic.com.au/botany2011/decisions-of-the-congress-onnomenclature>
 Outcomes of the 2011 Botanical Nomenclature Section at the XVIII International
Botanical Congress:
<http://www.pensoft.net/journals/phytokeys/article/1850/outcomes-of-the-2011botanical-nomenclature-section-at-the-xviii-international-botanical-congress>
I'm happy to answer any questions about the changes or to provide more detail of the
wording of particular changes.
Tom May
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
Member, Nomenclature Committee for Fungi
tom.may@rbg.vic.gov.au

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Grains industry RD&E Strategy
The recent Grains Industry National Research, Development and Extension (RD&E)
Strategy document has recognised the vital input of crop protection specialists to the
industry, and highlighted the issues of the “Rapid erosion of the skills base is occurring in
many ‘traditional’ discipline areas such as agronomy, plant pathology (for example,
mycology, nematology and virology) and entomology”.
“A successful National Grains RD&E Strategy will depend on long-term access to a strong
and committed scientific workforce in both the public and private sectors. as the large
numbers of agricultural scientists trained and employed by state agencies during the
expansion of agriculture during the 1950s and 1960s now retire.”
For more information http://www.grdc.com.au/director/about/PISC_RDE_Grains_Strategy.

15

APPS Aug 2011 Vol 24 No. 2

