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President’s Message
This will be the last of these reports prior to the biennial conference in Melbourne in
November. The conference, and the workshops associated with it, look fantastic with
an excellent number of registrations and abstracts submitted. The plenary speakers
are extremely eminent and having seen most of them present talks elsewhere they
will deliver high quality talks covering the latest science. It should be a very
memorable conference and a great way to celebrate the 50th birthday of APPS. I
would like to take the opportunity here to thank all the work that the organising
committee has put into the conference so far - the venue looks fabulous, the social
program excellent and they have been able to attract a number of sponsors to make
it all that better. This will be the first of many thanks they will get from me over the
next few months but really well deserved.
The management committee has focussed on increasing the number of bursaries to
attend the Biennial Conference and ensuring that at least four early career
researchers from each state or island in NZ would be supported to attend the
conference. This has turned to be very successful and with additional support from
some of the regions the largest number of bursaries will be provided for this
conference. Additionally, with sponsor support we have a number of attendees from
the region attending the meeting as well. Remember also to nominate members for
the range of awards that we present at the conference – nominations are open till the
end of August – details on the website.
On the point of thank you it is appropriate to recognise the work of our Foundation
members who 50 years ago established the Australian Plant Pathology Society (now
of course the Australasian Plant Pathology Society). I would particularly like to thank
Bob Dodman for his work in updating the history pages on the APPS website
(https://www.appsnet.org/history.html) and in putting together the list of Foundation
Members (https://www.appsnet.org/fmembers.html). There is a mass of great
information to be found on the history pages on the website.
With the discovery of Panama disease of bananas in Latin America last week,
biosecurity and plant pathology has reached the front pages of all the major news
sites in North America and Europe and hopefully provide greater recognition of the
importance of the science of plant pathology in protecting food resources. Next year
is the United Nations International Year of Plant Health and will provide us greater
opportunities to highlight the role of our profession.
See you in Melbourne in November!

Brett Summerell
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New Members
On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the
following new members:
Name
Lee Rabbidge
Haochen Wei
Tianyi Tang
Bayantes Dagvadorj
Toni Darling
Belinda Fabian
Thu Ha Ngo
Huub de Jong
Edwin Massey
Anne Sawyer
Yuvarani Naidu
Donovan Garcia-Ceron
Peter Solomon
Donald Gardiner
Cordelia Dravitzki
Andrea Masino
Rofina Othman
Hazel Gaza
Katharina Belt
Anjali Zaveri
Shweta Shinde
Simon Williams
Megan Outram
Shea Addison
Gabby Drayton
Akila Devi Prabhakaran
Roshni Rohra
Christina Supramaniam
Waqas Ahmad
Maxime Corral
Maxine Piggott
Sandy Perkins
Hayley Wilson
Diane Mather
Vaughn Bell
Abdullahil Baki Bhuiyan
Amy Longmuir
Jade Rose

3

Organisation
AUT
ANU
The University of Auckland
The Australian National University
Auckland University of Technology
Macquarie University
University of Queensland
Plant & Food Research
New Zealand Winegrowers
University of Queensland
Malasian Palm Oil Board
La Trobe University
The Australian National University
CSIRO
La Trobe University
University of Torino
University of Malaya
DAF
CSIRO
DJPR
AUT
ANU
Australian National University
The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research
The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research
QAAFI, University of Queensland
The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research
University of Nottingham Malaysia
Plant and Food
CSIRO
NT DPIR
Dept of Agriculture and Water Resources
La Trobe University
The University of Adelaide
The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural
University
Deakin University
SARDI
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Country
New Zealand
Australia
New Zealand
Australia
New Zealand
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
New Zealand
Australia
Malaysia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Italy
Malaysia
Australia
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
New Zealand
Australia
New Zealand
Malaysia
New Zealand
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
Bangladesh
Australia
Australia

Carolee Bull
Rosalie Sabburg
Yichen Kang
Dharushana
Thanabalasingam
Brogan McGreal
Saadiah Arshed
Kate Fiedler
Jasmine Nunn
Antony Stella
Jana Monk
Rebecca Woolley
Julie Nicol
Carl Mesarich
Mark Andersen
Levina Pieter
Montana Hickey
Winnie Liu Heang
Blake Gontar
Nellie Malseed
Tara Garrard
Julia Soewarto
Elisse Nogarotto

Penn State University
CSIRO
University of Tasmania

USA
Australia
Australia

UTAS

Australia

Plant and Food Research
Plant and Food Research
CSIRO
QAAFI
Charles Sturt University
Lincoln University
Plant and Food NZ
University of Sydney
Massey University
Plant and Food Research
The University of Adelaide
University of Queensland
Agriculture Victoria
SARDI
AuSPICA
SARDI
SCION
Agriculture Victoria

New Zealand
New Zealand
Australia
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
New Zealand
Australia
New Zealand
New Zealand
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
New Zealand
Australia

Dates for your Diary

22nd Australasian Plant Pathology Society Conference
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
25-28th November 2019
apps2019.org
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APPS 2019 Biennial Conference Update
It is just over three months until the 2019 Biennial
Conference starts in Melbourne (25-28 November). The
Victorian organising committee have been working hard
to ensure we deliver exciting new science, opportunities
for everyone to communicate their own work, a relaxed
environment where we can learn and share knowledge,
and of course a taste of life in Melbourne!
Our current focus has been on conference abstracts,
with nearly 400 submitted to date. It was a mad rush on
the closing date for many people but exciting for us to
receive so many, covering all the disciplines of plant
pathology. The Scientific Program Committee of Dr
Jacky Edwards (Chair), Dr Tonya Wiechel,
Prof Paul Taylor, Prof Peter Solomon, Dr Candace Elliott,
Assoc. Prof Kim Plummer, Dr Ross Mann,
Dr Rachel Mann, and me, have been reading them all
with great interest.
The abstracts are currently under review by the conference session chairs and the
co-chairs they are mentoring. We kindly thank them for volunteering for this task,
giving their time to do the reviews, and for their up-coming work on the day at the
conference. It has been a huge task to receive and assign the abstracts to the
appropriate session, and for the chairs to review them. Authors will find out if they
have been assigned an oral or poster presentation by Monday 9 September. In the
meantime, you can see the Program at a Glance on the conference website. We will
expand this program in the very near future to include the concurrent sessions.
As well as three full days of presentations at the conference, our program also
includes two field tours, five full day workshops and six half day workshops.
Workshops occur on Tuesday 25 November and Friday 29 November and cover
topics including microbiomes, perennial cropping, mentoring, Fusarium,
Colletotrichum, using R in your research, and much more. The tours start on Sunday
24 November to the Grampians, and on Friday 29 November to Toolangi. They will
enable participants to see temperate agricultural and horticultural production in the
field and some of the most beautiful countryside in Victoria. These smaller events
are great for networking, active learning and information exchange. We invite you to
browse the options and add a workshop or tour to your conference experience.
We look forward to hosting you in Melbourne as our guests, colleagues and friends
at the 2019 APPS Biennial Conference and together celebrating 50 years of the
Australasian Plant Pathology Society. See you soon!
Helen Hayden
on behalf of the Local Organising Committee of the 2019 Biennial Conference
www.apps2019.org
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Student and ECR support to attend APPS
conference
This year the society is pleased to be supporting many students and early career
researchers to attend the conference. Following our biggest response to a call for
student bursaries, in total there are 27 bursaries:
Region
ACT
ACT
ACT
NNZ
NNZ
NNZ
NNZ
NSW
NSW
NSW
QLD
QLD
QLD
QLD
TAS
TAS
TAS
VIC
VIC
VIC
VIC
WA
SA
SA
BANGLADESH
INDIA
PAKISTAN

Awardee
Pravin Khambalkar
Bayantes Dagvadorj
Haochen Wei
Waqas Ahmad
Toan Hong
Shweta Shinde
Toni Darling
Belinda Fabian
Michael Norman
Ganja Rai
Henry William Gheorghe Birt
Sari Nurulita
Mohamed Zakeel Mohamed Cassim
Kandeeparoopan Prasannath
Dharushana Thanabalasingam
Yichen Kang
Yee Lin Tai
Azin Moslemi
Prakash VR Nair
Cordelia Dravitski
Amy Longmuir
Virginia Wainaina Mwape
Jade Rose
Ismail Ismail
Md. Abdullahil Baki Bhuiyan
Himadri Kaushik
Waqas Raza Arshad

In addition, the NNZ has chosen to fund an additional 6 bursaries from their own
regional funds, and SNZ to fund an additional 3. We all look forward to seeing the
posters and presentations at the conference in November!

Monica Kehoe
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Regional news from NSW

NSW and ACT 50th Anniversary Celebration
NSW regional councilor, Jordan Bailey, has been busy getting organized for our
state (and territory) celebration of the APPS 50th anniversary. RSVP now to secure
your limited edition MUG and catering! See flyer for details on next page.

Plant Health the focus at Science Week in Orange
The NSW Plant Pathology & Mycology Herbarium has
been celebrating Science Week again in Orange. This
time we visited Orange Public School. Dr Jordan Bailey
presented to 200 kids about plant health, biosecurity and
the role of the herbarium. The children then extracted
DNA from strawberries, learning about the chemistry
behind the process and what we can do with DNA
extracted from specimens at the Herbarium.

Dr Jordan Bailey and organiser
Phoebe Cowdery (SHOCC)

The Teachers were
also provided with kits
for the children to culture their own fungi in class
and materials to learn more about fungi and all the
different applications they have; from plant
diseases to food and medicine and bio-herbicides.

Orange Public School students

The program was made possible through
collaboration between Inspiring Australia, NSW
DPI and the Science Hub of Orange, Cowra,
Cabonne (SHOCC).

Jordan Bailey
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The Poggendorff Lecture
Professor Robert F. Park
August 14th 2019
University of Sydney
The Poggendorf Lectureship is
awarded by the Royal Society of New
South Wales periodically for research
in plant biology and more broadly
agriculture.
Walter Poggendorff graduated in
agriculture from the University of
Sydney in 1926, and worked initially
as a rice breeder at the then NSW
Department of Agriculture’s Yanco
Rice Research Station. Among his early accomplishments, he recognized the
importance of quarantining imported rice germplasm to prevent the introduction of
rice diseases. He is recognised as one of the major figures in establishing the
Australian rice industry.
Professor Robert F. Park FTSE FRSN was awarded the Poggendorff Lectureship for
2018, and delivered a lecture on his research, “Cereal killers: how plant diseases
affect food security” at the University of Sydney on August 14th 2019. Robert has
worked in plant pathology since completing a PhD at La Trobe University in 1984. He
is currently a Professor at the Plant Breeding Institute, University of Sydney. He
began the lecture by paying tribute to the work of his research group, and
acknowledged that the award was a reflection of the work done by this team in
particular.
The lecture outlined both current and
projected issues relevant to food
security, which included and a recent
report by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change that concluded that
keeping global warming to well below
2ºC will only be achieved by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from all
sectors including land and food. In light
of this, and with almost 13% of the
world’s current population
undernourished and a growing global
population, it is clear that we face a lot
of challenges in achieving the
sustainable production of sufficient food
for all. Given losses in the five most
important food crops due to pests and
pathogens range between 17 and 30%,
it is clear that plant pathology has an
important role in helping to achieve the
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UNs Sustainable Development Goal of zero hunger by 2030. Examples were given
in the lecture of the value of genetic resistance to disease control (for example,
genetic resistance to rust in wheat saving Australia an estimated $1 billion per year),
recent advances in understanding how cereals defend themselves from rust
pathogens and how rust pathogens change to overcome resistance, and the
tremendous potential for cis- and trans-genic technologies to deliver even better
disease and pest control.

Robert Park
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Regional news from NZ north

The Monthly Regional Scientific Meetings are growing in
popularity
Since March of this year, the North Island New Zealand branch has held a monthly
meeting consisting of two to three scientific presentations of 10 to 15 min each
followed by questions and answers. At the end of the meeting we have a short
discussion about the next meetings and news from APPS, such as the up-coming
conference in Melbourne or the North Island APPS branch student travel fund award.
The meetings have been held in different locations in the North Island and they are
followed via Skype by members and invitees from North Island. The councillors for
South Island New Zealand are also invited and free to forward the invitation to their
members.
A list of the meetings and the presentations given at those meetings is provided in
the table on the next page.

Some of the people present at the Mount Albert site for the 4th North Island of New Zealand
APPS meeting. At one time up to 14 sites were following the presentations via Skype. At some
sites only one person was present but at others half a dozen or more people were assembled.
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Date

Mar 13

Apr 10

Location
Owairaka
Room, PFR,
Auckland

Speaker
Lee Rabbidge

Title
A Karaka of a virus: the positive and the
negatives of emaraviruses

Joel Vanneste

Copper resistance in Pseudomonas syringae
pv actinidiae
What makes a grapevine healthy?

Owairaka
Tianyi Tang
Room, PFR,
Auckland
Stella Verkone
Toni Darling

May 8

Owairaka
Room, PFR, Robin
Auckland
MacDiarmid

Waqas Ahmad
Roshni Rohra

Jun 12

Meola
Peter Johnston
Room, PFR,
Auckland
Nari Williams

Julia Soewarto

Jul 10

Aug 21

12

Scion,
Rotorua

To be held
in MPI,
Tamaki,
Auckland

New-science-viruses
Subgroup diagnosis & population structure of
Lettuce necrotic yellow virus in NZ
Vineyard Ecosystems Programme: A Plant
Pathology Perspective
How suppressed is plant silencing by GLRaV3?
Leafroll 3 virus: suppression, symptoms, and
seasonal movement
Biosecurity story –Verticillium and ‘present in
NZ’ lists
Healthy trees, healthy future; enabling
technologies to combat Phytophthora
pathogens in New Zealand’s pine, kauri and
apple trees
Screening of four New Zealand native
Myrtaceae species for resistance against the
South African strain of Austropuccinia psidii
(myrtle rust)

Ian Hood

Wood decay fungal communities in coarse
woody debris in New Zealand indigenous
forests

Aymee Lewis
Hui Wen Lee

Overview of molecular plant pathology at Scion
Validation of qPCR assays for the detection of
citrus canker

Karthikeyan
Dharmaraj

Development of a generic qPCR assay for
detection of Ceratocystis species

Chandan Pal

Application of high-throughput sequencing
technologies in biosecurity and plant pest
diagnostics

APPS August 2019 Vol 32 No. 2

Fantastic results about bursaries and travel awards to
attend the 2019 APPS Biennial Conference in Melbourne
Of the 30 or so students and early career researchers from Australasia that have
been awarded bursaries to support their attendance and participation in the 2019
APPS Biennial Conference, four are from North Island New Zealand! In addition,
thanks to the student travel fund for Plant Pathology, students of North Island New
Zealand and extra three students were awarded some financial support to attend the
2019 APPS meeting. So a total of seven students will be able to attend the
conference!
The student travel fund for Plant Pathology students of North Island New Zealand is
independent of the APPS student and early-career researcher conference bursary
scheme. It follows the very successful 19th Biennial APPS conference held in
Auckland in November 2013. Members of the 2013 APPS organising committee with
the support and agreement of the Regional Councillor used part of the profit left in
the North Island New Zealand branch bank account to help students from North
Island of New Zealand attend the next Biennial APPS conference.

Joel Vanneste

13

APPS August 2019 Vol 32 No. 2

Regional news from SA

SARDI Research Scientist Barbara Hall awarded
2019 Researcher of the Year
Congratulations to Barbara Hall from all at SARDI and APPS, Barbara was awarded
Researcher of the Year at the May 2019 AUSVEG SA industry awards.
The annual awards showcase and recognise the leadership, dedication and
innovation of South Australian growers and members of the wider industry sector
who contribute to the state’s $1.6 billion horticulture industry.

Barbara Hall receiving the AUSVEG SA Researcher of the Year award from Cameron Wallace

Barbara has worked at SARDI for 40 years investigating disease management for
vegetables and potatoes. Her work contributes to the identification of diseases,
response to emerging disease threats and practical disease management solutions.
As a member of Plant Health Diagnostic Standards group Barbara has made an
enormous commitment to plant biosecurity in horticulture, and is actively engaged
with stakeholders to deliver collaborative solutions for the horticultural industry.
Notable highlights of her career include identification of disease complexes

14

APPS August 2019 Vol 32 No. 2

impacting on brassica vegetables and liaising with industry to respond to a wide
range of emerging and exotic pests.
Barbara’s commitment and her contributions in supporting the state’s primary
industries have been publicly recognised through this award. Through robust
research PIRSA continues to provide creative and innovative solutions that support
the state’s primary industries improve practice, increase productivity and remain
competitive.
Courtesy of PIRSA communications team

Bursary Awards
Congratulations to the following for receiving Bursaries to attend the APPS
conference from 25-28th in Melbourne this year. All three have submitted an abstract
and hope to talk at the conference.


Ismail Ismail, an early career researcher with SARDI studying “Improving our
understanding of fungicide resistance of grapevine powdery mildew and downy
mildew in Australia”. Ismail hopes to present ‘The current status of fungicide
resistance of Erysiphe necator and Plasmopara viticola in Australia’ for his oral
presentation.



Jade Rose, currently undertaking a field-based internship with the Hart Field
Group at Clare has submitted an abstract on her 2018 Honours research
‘Comparison of aggressive and non-aggressive Ascochyta lentis isolates on lentil
cultivar PBA Hurricane XT’.



Levina Pieter, is a University of Adelaide Masters student with Dianne Mather,
Ahsan Asif and Sara Blake, and hopes to present her research “Ascochyta blight
resistance in faba bean: marker development and fine mapping”.

Winter Warmers
On July the 10th the SA members gathered for a Winter Warmers afternoon tea to
eat chilli chocolate, drink hot chocolate and have a general chat.
We welcomed the following people to the new SA committee
Belinda Stummer, CSIRO
Sue Pederick, SARDI Horticulture pathology
Pauline Glocke SARDI Quarantine
Sara Blake, SARDI Pulse pathology
Ismail Ismail, SARDI Horticulture pathology
Mohsen Khani, SARDI Pulse pathology
Cathy Todd, SARDI Horticulture pathology
Prue McMichaels, formerly of Schofields’ Horticultural Consultants
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New SA APPS committee: Belinda Stummer, Sue Pederick, Pauline Glocke, Sara Blake,
Ismail Ismail, Mohsen Khani. (missing from the photo Prue McMichaels and Cathy Todd)

The Door Prize, a $50 voucher from ‘Fishpond’ was won by Matt Ayers.
General discussion centred around how the APPS functions, bursaries available, a
membership drive, any articles for POTM and TOTM, re-establishing links with the
University of Adelaide especially the Waite Campus, utilising resources such as the
APPS website, ISPP, ProMed plant pathology website and any ideas people may
have to acknowledge plant pathology year in 2020.
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It was good to see new and old members attend the winter warmers.

L to R: Brittany Oswald, Jade Rose
(bursary recipient), Tara Garrard

L to R: Marzena Krysinska-Kaczmarek,
Mohsen Khani, Susanne McKay, Belinda
Stummer and Deborah Blackman.

Attendees devouring the chilli chocolate and hot food

Pauline Glocke
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Regional news from TAS

Seminar day and 50th anniversary lunch
This event at Josef Chromy Vineyard (Launceston) on 14th June was attended by 13
members and 6 non-members. In recognition of the 50th anniversary, Karen Barry
gave a short overview of key Tasmanian plant pathologists. There were two research
student presentations and a diagnostic presentation on LAMP by Dr Alison Dann. Mr
Craig Elliott (Wine Australia / Hort Innovation) was invited to provide a keynote talk
about preparedness for Xylella. There was some great discussion after each
presentation. A special thank you to APPS and TIA (Horticulture Centre and Ag
Systems Centre) for providing financial sponsorship to support this event.
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APPS bursary success – 2019 conference in Melbourne
Congratulations to Yichen Kang (Masters Research student), Dharushana
Thanabalasingam (PhD student) and Elaine Tai (BAgSCi honours student) for
success in obtaining bursaries for the Melbourne conference.

New research students
Mr Heru Indrayadi commenced a PhD earlier this year, supervised by Prof. Caroline
Mohammed and Dr Morag Glen. He is sponsored with a John Allwright Fellowship
and his topic is “Understanding and Managing Biosecurity Threats Posed to
Indonesian Forest Plantation and Horticultural Industries by Ceratocystis
manginecans”.

Biosecurity Bill 2019
Up until now, Tasmania’s biosecurity has been managed under seven separate Acts.
While these Acts have served us well, they were developed incrementally over three
decades, and in a piecemeal fashion. Consolidating Tasmania’s biosecurity laws into
a single modern statute will ensure they remain “fit-for-purpose” and do not become
increasingly duplicative and outdated. The 2019 Biosecurity Bill provides a simpler
and more effective legal framework for the management of pests, diseases and
invasive species, imports of plant and animal products, biosecurity emergencies, and
monetary reimbursement for biosecurity related loss. The legislation is going through
the houses of parliament now. More information can be found at
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/about-biosecuritytasmania/biosecurity-legislation-review/biosecurity-bill

Karen Barry and Robert Tegg
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Regional news from VIC

APPS Victoria celebrates 50 years of APPS!
Our first meeting of 2019 was held on March 29th at the AgriBio building at LaTrobe
University from 3 to 7pm. We had a happy group of 57 people come to hear
speakers Doug Parbery, Liz Mann and Mark Whattam. Here’s a photo of the big
group and a few who didn’t make it out to the stairs on time for the group shot!
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The celebration was capped off with this fantastic
birthday cake which was enjoyed by all.

Doug Parbery spoke about “The Gestation and Birth of the APPS” and showed us
where the APPS came from and how it has changed. Liz Mann spoke about the
Australian Processing Tomato Industry and how it is impacted by plant pathogens. It
was interesting to hear the needs of this industry with regard to disease diagnosis
and control. Mark Whattam gave a provocative talk about the APPS and why we all
should be members. He used an interactive polling app to gauge audience opinion
to questions about membership and the role of APPS. Most people polled agreed
the APPS was a full of fun and collegial people and a great place for networking.
When asked how APPS could change there were many responses. Here are a few:
more promotion of plant pathology to the world, work towards more jobs for younger
generations and more engagement between different types of members. One
suggestion was to instigate a formal external survey to relevant groups to ask them
how the APPS should change. Some very thought provoking interactions were had
during this discussion.
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The meeting also featured a photo competition entitled Plants, Pathogens and
People and there were 38 photos entered. First prize was 1 year’s APPS
membership!
First prize photo: Burning Leaf (Prakash Nair) Image of Verticillium wilt infected
eggplant leaf.

Second prize: Bracket Fungi (Mark Whattam)
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Third prize: A different approach to Soil Sampling (Frank Greenhalgh)

Funniest photo: “Do you recognise these Victorian Plant pathology researchers?
After a hard day of harvesting powdery scab field trial at Torquay Jan 2007” Tonya
Wiechel

Many thanks to Sophia Callaghan who organised the photo competition. Thanks to
Narelle and Sophia who organised the speakers and the catering, and Xavier
O’Shanassy who made the fantastic APPS cake! Photos of the event were taken by
Vikesh Ajith and Dolf de Boer.

Candace,Elliott
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Regional news from QLD

New Qld APPS seminar committee formed
We are excited to announce that a new APPS Seminar Committee has been formed
in Queensland. The committee consists of the following researchers: Louisa
Parkinson (QAAFI – Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and Food Innovation),
Rebecca Roach (DAF – Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries),
Elizabeth Czislowski (DAF Biosecurity) and Niloofar Vaghefi (The University of
Queensland, Gatton).
The committee intends to run three seminar days annually at different locations in
Queensland, highlighting current research by institutes and organisations across the
state, with some international guest speakers featured in the speakers’ lists.

Left to right: Louisa Parkinson, Rebecca Roach, Elizabeth Czislowski and Niloofar Vaghefi

2019 seminar series
APPS Queensland Plant Pathology Seminar Series was launched in March 2019 at
the Ecosciences Precinct in Brisbane with 62 people attending the seminar day.
Lunch provided a great opportunity to catch up again with many colleagues and
friends.
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The day featured keynote presentations by two visiting scientists from the US:



Professor Bob Harveson from the University of Nebraska - 20 years of sieving
the small stuff - tales of an off-campus extension plant pathologist in Nebraska
Dr Sam Markell from North Dakota State University - Battling the spread of
soybean cyst nematode in the US – a synergistic national approach to save an
industry.

Current research by early career scientists and PhD candidates from The University
of Queensland (UQ, Brisbane) and the University of Southern Queensland (USQ,
Toowoomba) was also presented.







Dilani Jambuthenne – New insights to develop stripe rust resistant wheat
Ahmed Saad – Winter cereals reactions to root and crown rot pathogens
Nirodha Weeraratne – Unravelling pathogenomics of sheath brown rot
Aloesi Dakuidreketi – The effect of root application of silicon on the
development of early blight caused by Alternaria solani
Jacob Humpal – Crown rot discrimination utilizing NIR models
Louisa Parkinson – Molecular detection of avocado pathogens and biosecurity
threats to industry

The second seminar day of the year attracted 60 people and was held in July at the
Queensland Bioscience Precinct at The University of Queensland. The seminars on
this day covered topics including management of sugarcane nematodes, pathology
of mungbean, biotechnology techniques for improving resistance, the application of
taxonomy in plant pathology, genetics of rust fungi, molecular diagnostic tests, and
volunteering in Lao PDR for identifying leaf spot disease of banana.
Keynote presentations were made by:
 Shamsul Bhuiyan – Sugarcane nematode – a knotty problem, and multifaceted
mitigation
 Jay Anderson – Adventures in Plant Pathology – Bananas in Lao PDR edition
Further presentation were made by:
 Lisa Kelly – Which species is causing powdery mildew in mungbean in
Australia?
 Thomas Noble – The use of qPCR to diagnose halo blight of mungbean seed
 Elizabeth Worrall – BioFood fight: a fight for sustainable agriculture against
plant viruses
 Yu Pei Tan – Taxonomy – why it matters in plant pathology (and how to get it
right)
 Alistair McTaggart – Rust fungi: clones win the battle, recombination wins the
war
 Noel Knight – Applying quantative PCR in plant pathology – from wheat to beet
The next seminar day is planned for 21st October 2019 at the University of Southern
Queensland (USQ), Toowoomba.
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Qld APPS members’ news
Recent PhD awarded – Congratulations Dr Nga Tran
From Nga:
Centre for Horticultural Science (CHS),
Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and
Food Innovation (QAAFI), The University
of Queensland (UQ)
I completed my PhD in 2018 at The
University of Queensland under the
supervision of Prof. André Drenth, Dr.
Andrew Miles and Assoc. Prof. Ralf
Dietzgen. My project aimed to elucidate
biological and epidemiological aspects
of citrus black spot (Phyllosticta
citricarpa), an economically important
disease of citrus in the tropics and
subtropics. In my project, the sexual
cycle of P. citricarpa was successfully
induced in vitro, for the first time since
the disease was first reported over 100
years ago. Ascospores were shown to
be able to cause disease. The critical
time of fruit infection by P. citricarpa
under field conditions was identified. The endophytes P. capitalensis and P.
paracapitalensis, which was for the first time reported in Australia, showed the
potential to reduce infection of citrus fruit by P. citricarpa in the field. My PhD
research has increased our understanding of citrus black spot and has resulted in a
new disease cycle and improved options for disease management.
I am now with CHS/QAAFI as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Assoc. Prof.
Andrew Geering’s team to work on developing an integrated disease management
plan for smut disease (Ustilago cynodontis) of couch grass. The project specifically
aims to develop a PCR assay for detection of the fungus to allow study of infection
and distribution of the fungus within plants; investigate environmental conditions that
affect growth of the pathogens and disease development; and research disease
management strategies. Knowledge obtained from this project will provide a better
understanding of the disease system and more effective management of the disease
to reduce losses caused by the disease.
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2019 Australian Cotton Industry Awards cotton seed distributors’ researcher
of the year
Congratulations, Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries’ (DAF) Principal Plant Pathologist Dr
Linda Smith (right).
Linda received the award at an event held in
Griffith NSW, in August 2019 for her research
and work at DAF over the last 15 years, which
has had a significant impact on how diseases
are managed within the cotton industry.
Linda’s cotton pathology research has been of
significant importance to the industry with her
work focusing on disease causing organisms
such as Fusarium and Verticillium wilts and
Reniform nematode.

Pineapple industry award – Col Scott Award
The pineapple industry honoured Ken Pegg (below) with a prestigious award for his
contribution to understanding pineapple diseases.

Retired DAF plant pathologist, Ken Pegg, recently received the ‘Col Scott award’
from the Australian Pineapple industry for his research on diseases affecting
pineapple. Having worked with Col for many years, Ken considers this award very
special.
Col was an eminent agronomist who commenced his career at Redlands Research
station, but spent most of his life working in pineapple, initially with Golden Circle and
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in recent years with Tropical Pines. He also spent some years developing the
pineapple industry in South Africa. Sadly, Col passed away last year.
Ken is particularly proud of the work he did with Col and Jay Anderson to devise a
strategy for the management of Phytophthora root and heart rot in the highly
susceptible fresh fruit pineapple hybrids, as well as the postharvest studies they did
to control Penicillium mould and water blister in fruit.
Ken's pineapple research has contributed greatly to our knowledge of pineapple
diseases, providing significant benefit to the industry and the scientific community.
Ken’s achievements in science have also been recognised by the avocado, banana,
and passionfruit industries, as well as the Australasian Plant Pathology Society.

Jennifer Cobon
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Trevor Wicks Memorial Travel Bursary
Inaugural award helps PhD student Jed Calvert to attend a
conference in Brazil
The inaugural Trevor Wicks Memorial Travel Bursary has been awarded to Jed
Calvert, a PhD student at the University of Queensland supervised by Drs Roger
Shivas and André Drenth. The award will support Jed to travel to the International
Union of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO) XXV World Congress in Curitiba,
Brazil (29 September – 5 October 2019), where he will present his research on host
specificity of tropical fungal endophytes.
As a condition of the award, Jed will provide a report on his travel for publication in
APPS News in due course.
The bursary was established in honour of the late Dr Trevor Wicks, horticultural and
viticultural pathologist at the South Australian Research and Development Institute.
Throughout his career, Trevor served as a mentor to early and mid-career
researchers and was a firm believer in the benefits of travel and networking,
particularly on the international stage.
On behalf of the Advancing Plant Pathology Fund – Australia and the selection subcommittee for the Trevor Wicks Memorial Travel Bursary, I acknowledge the
generosity of the donors who have made this award possible.

Eileen Scott
on behalf of the Trevor Wicks Memorial Travel Bursary sub-committee
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History of Australasian Plant Pathology News
As indicated in the History of Australasian Plant Pathology, the APPS Newsletter
was the first official publication of the Australian Plant Pathology Society, which was
founded at a meeting in Adelaide in August 1969.
The details of the early years of APP News can be found in the history publication
referred to above. To summarise this initial stage it was decided in 1972 that the
Society needed a publication to provide a forum for communication between
pathologists in Australia. In March 1972, Volume 1 Number 1 of APPS Newsletter
was published. The Newsletter published a wide range of information and included
general news items about the Society and its members. As it was classified as a
Newsletter, research material could not be cited or abstracted.
Following the change in name of the Society to Australasian Plant Pathology Society
in 1978, the title of Newsletter was changed to Australasian Plant Pathology and an
Editorial Panel was appointed with Prof A. Holland from Monash University being the
inaugural Editor-in-Chief. New Guidelines for Contributors were established and a
policy of peer review initiated. So for the first time it was possible to cite publications
in our own journal in the usual way.
The new Journal (APP) continued in the same format until 1983, when a change was
made to a B5 size with a freshly designed cover. However, for many years items
about the Society and its members were also included as a means of keeping
members informed of important Society events and activities.
With the introduction of APPS News in 1987, there was a gradual change in the
publishing of Society news in APP with just occasional book reviews and important
obituaries included. By 1998 the content of APP was restricted to plant pathology
material and thereafter all other Society information appeared in APPS News.
The first issue of APPS News Volume 1 Number 1
1987 was very “basic” with just four A4 pages
reproduced by printing services at the WA
Department of Agriculture and distributed to
members. The Editor was Dr Robert Loughman in
Perth, WA.
It took a little while to attract contributions and thus
gain momentum and Volume 1 Number 2 was
published in June 1988. Volume 2 Numbers 1 and
2 were published in the same format in 1989, with
Volume 3 Numbers 1 and 2 released in 1990 and
Volume 4 Numbers 1 and 2 during 1991.
In 1992, it was decided that APPS News would be
produced quarterly and Dr Michele Dale from
Queensland Department of Primary Industries,
Indooroopilly, Queensland became the new Editor.
The size was changed to A5 (147 x 210 mm) and it
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The first APPS Newsletter

generally contained 8 to 12 pages. It was obviously printed and stapled in the centre
but there was no information about where printing was done. The Society logo was
included on the front page for the first time in Volume 8 No. 4 in December 1995.
Michele continued in the role as Editor until June 1996 when her place was taken by
Dr Vanessa Brake from the Botany Department at the University of
Queensland. Vanessa maintained the excellent quality of APPS News until the end
of 2000. After she completed this period as Editor, Mrs Barbara Hall from South
Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI) in Adelaide became the
new Editor.
In 2002, APPS News also went electronic with a copy placed on the web site. In
time, issues from earlier years will also be added to the website.
In December 2005, Barbara indicated that there would be some changes in APPS
News in 2006. With 6 Issues of APP to be published 2006, APPS News would be
produced only 3 times a year and mailed with every 2nd Issue of APP (April, August
and December).
Barbara Hall was Editor of APPS News for more than 11 years and oversaw a lot of
changes, modernising the format and introducing colour to the pages. Her efforts
were a great service to the Society and provided members with important and valued
information.
In 2013, Dr Will Cuddy, then at the Plant Breeding Institute at the University of
Sydney, became the new Editor and continued in this role until the end of 2015. His
place was taken by Mrs Sara Blake from SARDI in Adelaide who has since updated
the colour scheme and state banners. She is the current Editor carrying on the
tradition of collecting and distributing news.
It should be stressed that APPS News depends on contributions from members and
as is stated very often in APPS News it belongs to members and is published for
their benefit. It seems that there is little doubt that it is valued by members and will
continue to flourish.

Bob Dodman (Queensland), Robert Loughman (WA) and Sara Blake.
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