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is a recognised national and international authority on 
diseases of macadamia and banana. 

PROF ROBERT PARK

Robert has developed an outstanding publication 
record, and has established a widely recognised national 
and international reputation in cereal rust pathology. 
His professional awards have included the Friendship 
Award of China, the Borlaug Global Rust Initiative Gene 
Stewardship Award, Fellow of the Australian Academy 
of Technological Sciences and Engineering, Fellow of the 
Royal Society of NSW, Clarke Medal, Fulbright Senior 
Scholar, and NSW Science and Engineering Award for 
Excellence in Biological Sciences. Robert has contributed 
in various roles in APPS, including current Vice-President, 
and continues to serve as editor to several national and 
international journals. He has had sustained success in 
developing graduate student programs that have trained 
many of the current cereal pathologists operating in 
various capacities across the globe. 

PROF TERRY PRICE 

Terry has made a significant contribution to the discipline 
of plant pathology through an outstanding career in 
teaching in Australia and PNG. His strong publication 
record with students and collaborators has reflected a 
wide range of interests, including diseases of ornamental, 
vegetable, fruit and pasture crops, and with an emphasis 
on applied research leading to practical outcomes for 
industry. He has been a long term and active member of 
APPS, serving the Society in various capacities including 
Regional Councillor, Executive Secretary, and as a member 
of national and international organising committees. 

ASSOCIATE PROF JOHN THOMAS

John has had an outstanding career in plant pathology, 
with a specific international reputation in virology. His 
crop specialities have been broad ranging in tropical 
agriculture, with particular emphasis on geminiviruses 
affecting banana. His role in the containment of these 
significant plant pathogens has been a continuing effort 
in germplasm conservation and leading the international 
response to this effort through his role as Co-convener of 
the International Network for Improvement of Banana & 
Plantain. John led the citrus canker diagnostic response 
in Queensland in 2004 and continues to be engaged in 
international virology projects throughout South East Asia 
and Africa. 

MR JOHN WALKER

John’s career has been devoted to the systematics of 
fungal pathogen identification. He established the 

Fellows of the Australasian Plant 
Pathology Society 

The Fellow award honours the scientific achievements 
of members who have made substantial original 
contributions in one or more areas of plant pathology as 
demonstrated by their peer reviewed publications. 

Fellows

PROF ELIZABETH AITKEN 

Elizabeth (Liz) has been an active member of APPS 
and took a lead in the scientific program for the 2017 
conference. Her publication record is outstanding and 
reflects a wide diversity of research interests throughout 
her career. The major areas of Liz’s research have included 
a sustained contribution to our understanding of a range 
of important diseases, especially the Fusaria in tropical 
plants such as banana and ginger, but also in cropping 
systems such as sunflower and wheat. Liz has been 
active in the genetics of plant-pathogen interactions, 
molecular aspects of pathogenicity and the development 
and application of disease diagnostics. Her commitment 
to student training, both at undergraduate and graduate 
levels, and her collaborative approach to multi-disciplinary 
research have been outstanding features over her career.

DR ANGUS CARNEGIE 

Angus has contributed substantially to forest plant 
pathology in Australia, and in particular to forest 
biosecurity, pathogen detection, surveillance, impact 
assessment and disease management. The overarching 
theme of his work has emphasised productivity while 
enhancing sustainability of forest ecosystems. He has 
played a leading role in shaping biosecurity strategy and 
policy in Australia, and in particular during the incursion 
of myrtle rust from 2010. Angus has an excellent 
publication record, including significant reviews on the 
status of forest health in Australia, and takes various 
leadership roles including the current Chair of the Forest 
Health and Biosecurity Sub-committee.

PROF ANDRÉ DRENTH

André’s contributions to tropical plant pathology have 
resulted in a substantial publication record, and his 
undoubted reputation both in Australia and across a 
great range of international project engagements. As a 
teacher and mentor, André has contributed significantly 
to the development of a new generation of plant 
pathologists while also serving as editor to a range of 
highly esteemed international journals. His research 
interests have been broad and innovative as he developed 
a specialist reputation in the Phytophthora pathogen and 
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NSW Plant Disease Herbarium, and was instrumental 
in securing the long term protection for this invaluable 
biosecurity resource under the Agricultural Scientific 
Collections Act 1983 of the New South Wales parliament. 
His taxonomic work has been wide ranging, while also 
developing a long term reputation in the rust and smut 
diseases. His break through taxonomic work on the take-
all pathogen had wide ranging international implications 
for the biology and management of this intractable cereal 
root disease. John was a founding member of APPS 
and the Australian Mycological Society, has been Daniel 
McAlpine lecturer on two occasions, and was the first 
Australian to hold office as Vice President of the British 
Mycological Society. 

Lester Burgess Award 

The Lester Burgess award recognises members who 
have made exceptional contributions in the fields of 
diagnostics and extension, or research communication 
over a significant period of their career. An award can be 
made to an individual or group (team). While a significant 
publication record is desirable the primary focus of 
the award is on contributions to the diagnosis of plant 
diseases, extension to clients in field crops, horticultural 
industries, forestry, natural ecosystems, and amenity 
plants, or research communication to clients and the 
general community. 

Lester Burgess Award, Research 
Communication

DR GORDON MURRAY

Gordon’s career as a regional plant pathologist serving 
the cropping regions of southern NSW led him into a 
range of research and advisory roles in crop protection. 
His fundamental research on take-all and stripe rust in 
wheat led to the development of predictive models that 
were implemented by the industry to assist in decision 
support for disease control. The latter was particularly 
valued during recurring epidemics of stripe rust in the 
early/mid 2000s. Gordon was also instrumental, both 
nationally and internationally, in developing protocols for 
exotic incursions of karnal bunt. His economic appraisal 
of the current and potential losses for cereal diseases 
across Australia was widely sought by industry at every 
level, and was acclaimed internationally for its scope, 
method and outcomes. 

Lester Burgess Award, Diagnostics 
and Extension

DR NERIDA DONOVAN

Nerida has devoted her career to the diseases of citrus 
in NSW, Australia and internationally. Her research, 
diagnostic and germplasm assessment roles have been 
integrated in such a way that the industry has highly 
valued the contributions made by Nerida and her team. 
Their role in containing outbreaks of citrus canker is 
widely acknowledged. The maintenance and disease free 
status of the National Citrus Repository over decades 
of dedicated work has been an invaluable contribution 
to the sustained viability of the industry. Nerida, in 
recognition of her status as an international authority on 
citrus greening, canker and a range of viroid diseases, is 
currently Chair-Elect of the International Organisation of 
Citrus Virologists. 

MS KATHY GRICE

Kathy has enjoyed a long and distinguished career as 
a diagnostician, extension practitioner and researcher 
across a range of crops in tropical Queensland, but her 
most significant contribution has been to the banana 
industry. Kathy and her team were instrumental in 
providing crucial diagnostic support (described by some 
as ‘round the clock’) during the successful black Sigatoka 
eradication campaign in 2001-2005 - the first successful 
eradication of this disease from a commercial growing 
region anywhere in the world. Kathy has had significant 
involvement and leadership in response to new banana 
pathogen incursions, development of a new technique 
for monitoring fungicide resistance in yellow Sigatoka, 
authored several diagnostic manuals and has regularly 
contributed to the scientific literature. Kathy is highly 
valued by the Australian Banana Gowers Council and her 
professional colleagues. 

MR MARK WHATTAM

Mark has developed a long and distinguished career 
in plant pathology and biosecurity. He has been an 
innovator in researching and deploying new approaches 
to post-entry quarantine and pathogen testing. He 
was the driving force behind the launch of the Plant 
Innovation Centre at the Department of Agriculture, a 
new and dedicated R&D group that he single-handedly 
established and now leads. Mark’s reputation within the 
industries served specifically by the needs for efficient 
and secure plant introduction is outstanding, and the 
large number of industry awards he has received bear 
testimony to his technical knowledge and leadership. 
Mark has also been an active member of APPS with roles 
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including treasurer, co-editor of APP and involvement in 
organising national and regional meetings. 

Allen Kerr Post Graduate Prize

This award is in recognition of the outstanding 
contribution made by Allen Kerr AO to the field of plant 
pathology. The Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize is awarded 
by the Society for the best piece of original research 
relevant to Australasia by a postgraduate student in the 
field of plant pathology. The prize is awarded on the 
basis of publication in refereed journals. In 2019 the 
Committee has awarded the Allen Kerr Prize to joint 
winners.

DR REBECCA ROACH 

Rebecca Roach was awarded PhD by La Trobe University 
for her research titled “Identification and classification 
of Xanthomonas spp. causing bacterial leaf spot on 
capsicum, chilli and tomato in Australia”. Her published 
work has made internationally significant contributions 
to the understanding of bacterial leaf spot (BLS) -causing 
Xanthomonas species in Australia and their significance in 
a global context. Prior to this study, the causal organisms 
of this disease in Australia were classified under obsolete 
taxonomy as Xanthomonas campestris pv. vesicatoria, 
with little understanding of the genetic capacity of the 
pathogen despite the frequency and severity of this 
disease. Rebecca described the identity and diversity 
of pathogens causing BLS in Australian capsicum, chilli 
and tomato production and the genetic variability 
that significantly impacts disease epidemiology. The 
understanding of pathogenicity, copper tolerance and 
genetic diversity in Australian Xanthomonas populations 
derived from her published work has placed a firm 
foundation for disease control strategies used by industry.

DR NGA THI TRAN 

Nga Tran was awarded PhD by the University of 
Queensland for her research titled “Biology and 
epidemiology of citrus black spot (Phyllosticta citricarpa) 
in Australia”. Her research spanned classical and 
molecular plant pathology and lead to a developed 
understanding of the nature and role of ascospores 
in disease epidemiology. Breakthrough opportunities 
came as she developed for the first time an in vitro 
methodology for producing ascospores. This allowed the 
elucidation of the role of ascospores in disease, and the 
use of genetic markers to unequivocally demonstrate the 
occurrence of meiosis during the mating process. Nga 
demonstrated that spermatia play a key role in sexual 
reproduction of P. citricarpa, thereby confirming for the 
first time the hypothesis of Temple Kiely in 1948. Nga 
combined laboratory studies with extensive field trials 
which demonstrated that conidia are very important in 
the disease cycle and thereby disproved a popular belief 
that ascospores were the only major source of infections 
in the field.
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