APPS Awards
Fellows of the Australasian
Plant Pathology Society
The award of Fellow honours the scientific
achievements of members who have made
substantial contributions in one or more areas
of plant pathology as demonstrated by their
peer-reviewed publications.

Dr Jacqueline Edwards
Jacqueline obtained her PhD from the
University of Melbourne for studies on
peppermint rust caused by Puccinia menthae.
She then joined Agriculture Victoria where
she has worked since; she is currently
Research Leader Plant Pathology and a Senior
Research Fellow at La Trobe University. She
has leadership responsibilities for researchers
across Victoria and for the Victorian Plant
Disease Collection (VPRI). Jacqueline’s research
has focused on detection, identification and
management of diseases of horticultural
crops, in particular the vegetable and fruit
industries. She has made contributions to the
detection and taxonomy of several important
plant pathogenic groups and to promoting
the importance of collections in supporting
accurate biosecurity. She has published
over 80 research publications and many
industry articles, and has trained a number of
postgraduate students.

Professor Rebecca Ford
Rebecca is Professor of Molecular Plant
Pathology and Dean of Research, Faculty of
Sciences, Griffith University. She completed
her BSc at Griffith University and PhD at The
University of Melbourne. A major research
focus is pathology of pulse crops such as
chickpea and lentil, particularly ascochyta
blight and botrytis diseases. Her group’s
research on pathogen variation and host
resistance has contributed to molecular
markers and diagnostic protocols that
have been implemented at national and
international levels. She also conducts
research on tropical crops such as mango
and sugarcane. She has co-authored over
150 papers and book chapters. Rebecca
contributes to training the next generation
of plant pathologists through teaching in
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coursework degree programs and through the
supervision of a large number of honours and
higher degree by research students.

Professor Celeste Linde
After studying fungal population genetics
in South Africa and Switzerland, Celeste
took up a lecturing position at the Australian
National University in Canberra. She has since
developed significant research collaborations
examining fungi in agriculture and the
environment and along the way has been
promoted to Professor. Her impressive
publication record in high impact journals
reflects the quality of her research and her
ability to deliver relevant outcomes for science
and industry. Specifically, she has made
significant contributions to the Australian
cereal industry, the truffle industry and to the
conservation of endangered native orchids.
She contributes to plant pathology through
her activities as a journal editor and reviewer,
grant reviewer, teacher, mentor and educator
and as a renowned speaker at conferences and
meetings.

Associate Professor Kim Plummer
Kim obtained her PhD from the University of
Melbourne for studies on the blackleg fungus,
Leptosphaeria maculans, with Professor
Barbara Howlett. Soon after, she joined
HortResearch New Zealand as a postdoctoral
fellow, then was a Lecturer and Senior
Lecturer at the University of Auckland until
2005 when she moved to La Trobe University.
She was President of APPS 2015-2017 and
co-chaired the organising committee for
the APPS conference in 2019. Kim has made
a significant and sustained contribution to
our understanding of the interactions of
pathogens and their hosts at a cellular and
molecular level and how this impacts control.
She has published widely, with over 50
refereed scientific publications, and has trained
numerous postgraduate students.

APPS Awards
Dr Percy Wong
After completing a B.Sc. in Agriculture
with Honours and PhD in plant pathology
at the University of Sydney, Percy began
a long and distinguished career at the
NSW Department of Primary Industries
researching soil-borne plant pathogens. He
made critical contributions to understanding
the epidemiology, population dynamics,
suppression and biological control of
Gaeumannomyces graminis var. graminis,
causal agent of take-all in wheat, contributing
significantly to the development of cultural
practices that save Australian farmers an
estimated $86 million per year. He has also
made important contributions to root disease
control in amenity horticulture, especially
turf grass management. He has strongly
promoted the discipline of plant pathology,
being a long-term member of APPS, a regular
delegate at APPS conferences, and publishing
in Australasian Plant Pathology.

Distinguished Service Award
The Distinguished Service Award recognises
members who have made outstanding
contributions to the Society, through service,
teaching, extension, office-holding or other
activities considered beyond the normal
expectations of their employment or duties,
while also furthering the science of plant
pathology.

Ms Jennifer Cobon
Jennifer’s ancestors were a pioneering north
Queensland family. She has used that same
spirit to advance nematology and plant
pathology, making valuable contributions
to APPS. Jennifer joined the Queensland
Department of Primary Industries as a
cadet in 1970, in the seed testing laboratory.
She completed a Certificate of Biological
Laboratory Techniques at the Queensland
Institute of Technology. After raising a family,
Jennifer returned to work for the Department
under the supervision of Dr Graham
Stirling. She is a leading experimentalist in
nematology in Australia and has mentored
others within the Australasian Association of
Nematologists, as the newsletter editor, and
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as APPS Queensland Regional Councillor since
2008. She convened the APPS conference in
2017. The Society has greatly benefited from
Jennifer’s pioneering heritage as she works
tirelessly, inspiring others to follow.

Dr Lucy Tran-Nguyen
Lucy was the first molecular scientist to work
as a plant pathologist in the (now) Northern
Territory Department of Industry, Tourism and
Trade. Starting in 2007, she single-handedly
established plant molecular processes at
the Berrimah Farm Science Precinct. This
capacity quickly became essential for enabling
collaboration in nationally funded research
projects and effective management of
biosecurity incidents, such as the outbreak of
cucumber green mottle mosaic virus in 2014.
Lucy has received several state and national
awards, including the Chief Minister’s Award
for Excellence and the AUSVEG Researcher of
the Year, both in 2016. Lucy has contributed
significantly to APPS as a Regional Councillor
(2007-2013) and as convenor of the joint 18th
APPS Conference and 4th Asian Conference
on Plant Pathology in Darwin 2011. She is a
strong advocate for plant pathology in the
Northern Territory and Australasia.

APPS Awards
Lester Burgess Award
The Lester Burgess award recognises members
who have made exceptional contributions
in the field of diagnostics and extension, or
research communication, over a significant
period of their career. An award can be made
to an individual or group (team). While a
significant publication record is desirable, the
primary focus of the award is on contributions
to the diagnosis of plant diseases, extension
to clients in field crops, horticultural industries,
forestry, natural ecosystems, and amenity
plants, or research communication to clients
and the general community.

Lester Burgess Award –
Diagnostics and Extension
Dr Jennifer Davidson
Jenny has an almost 40-year research career
with the South Australian government and
is the authority on pulse pathology in South
Australia and, arguably, in the southern
Australian grain growing region. She has a
highly-respected national and international
profile as a leader and expert in epidemiology,
disease management, and disease resistance
screening for grains pathology research.
Jenny has made exceptional contributions
to the diagnosis of disease in pulse and
oilseed crops, including ascochyta blight in
chickpea, lentil and field pea as well as the
outbreak of beet western yellows virus in
canola in 2014. Likewise, she contributes to
the extension of diagnostic information and
disease management advice to the southern
Australian grain growing regions.

Mrs Barbara Hall
Barbara was a horticultural plant pathologist at
the South Australian Research and
Development Institute for over 40 years
(1976–2019). She had a particular focus on
grapevine and potato diseases. Her formidable
knowledge of pathogen diagnostics and
exceptional organisational skills were nationally
and internationally regarded through 15
years with the Subcommittee of Plant Health
Diagnostics, where she oversaw the peer
review, verification and endorsement of over
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35 National Diagnostic Protocols. Due to
Barbara’s efforts Australia now has one of the
largest collections of peer reviewed National
Plant Diagnostic Protocols in the world. Also,
Barbara has volunteered significant time to our
Society, most notably in her 12-year stint as
editor of APPS News.

Mr Denis Persley
Denis has worked on plant virology for over 50
years and has consistently delivered outcomes
which have been adopted by industry.
These include identifying and managing
major disease incursions into the vegetable
industry, such as tomato yellow leaf curl virus
and cucumber green mottle mosaic virus.
Additionally, he has provided data and advice
to Federal and State Biosecurity Agencies
on etiology, epidemiology and management
of virus diseases. Denis has also prepared
numerous articles targeted to industry on
disease management. He has co-authored
two major extension publications; “Diseases
of Fruit Crops“ and “ Diseases of Vegetable
Crops”, which are key resources for students,
academics and industry stakeholders in
Australia and internationally.

APPS Awards
Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize
This award is in recognition of the outstanding
contribution made by Allen Kerr AO to the
field of plant pathology. The Allen Kerr
Postgraduate Prize is awarded by the Society
for the best piece of original research relevant
to Australasia by a postgraduate student in the
field of plant pathology. The prize is awarded
on the basis of publication in refereed journals.

Dr Andrew Urquhart
Andrew gained his PhD at the University
of Melbourne in 2020. He developed and
applied molecular tools to discover key
disease mechanisms in the plant pathogenic
fungus Leptosphaeria maculans and also to
characterize a potential biocontrol agent,
Paecilomyces variotii. He discovered four new
genes required for plant disease. He found
remarkable parallels in the genome structures
of L. maculans and P. variotii, suggesting
the latter may have evolved from a plant
pathogen, and defined the gene cluster for
synthesis of the mycotoxin viriditoxin. Andrew
also investigated the diversity of saprotrophic
fungi in Australia, discovering and describing
13 new species. Andrew’s research benefited
from the new molecular tools and genomics
approaches that he generated or utilised,
providing a skill base for a future career in
plant pathology. His thesis has resulted in ten
peer-reviewed research publications to date.

APPS Awards Sub-committee,
2021
Eileen Scott (Chair)
Colin Wellings
Andre Drenth
Matthew Laurence
Nga Thi Tran
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